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INTRODUCTION
After struggling during the semester doing research and walking around the Farragut Houses it
is great to finally get inside the project and talk to the manager who represents NYCHA in this
community.

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION
Throw out the whole semester we were asking questions and in many cases didn’t get an answer.
The biggest questions were hidden in NYCHA. Who else to ask if not people who were destroying
old vinegar hill and building Farragut Houses. It’s them who changed Windows and who know
everything about any other changes on the site. So many questions to ask!
What changes did they do? What building have being opened first? Were they changing the plan?
Why did they choose this form for the buildings? Is property considered to be public or private? Will
be they open to give some pieces of this land to building commercial places? What do they need to
improve there? Do they get all finances from the government? Does NYCHA have any constructions
right now? How new projects are different from the old ones? What was their main focus on those
days and is it today?
It will be interesting to look again at the site and feel the knowledges, to know how old are the
buildings in Vinegar Hill and imagine the life how it was those days. I’m very excited about the
project.

SITE DOCUMENTATION (photos/sketches)

SITE OBSERVATIONS
Real Estate:
Farragut Houses are the private property.
about $200 for an apartment if you not working
rent = 30% of your income
lease is only for 1 year
66 Parking spots [waiting list] =$75 per year
Security Deposit= 1 month rent, smock detector fee
Rent includes water, heater, electricity, gas.
1 Laundry room is a private company that pays rent to NYCHA
Washing machines are allowed in the apartments, but not drying machines.
Income varification once a year.
Can change the rent(decrise) based on additional occupans, lost job, etc.
Apartments types: studios to 6BDs.
Kitchen is separate and equipped with stove and full refrigirater.
2 levators in each building

Application process:
Don't do the credit check
Criminal check for the past few months.
Income check (must have a job).
Maxsimum income limit requered.
Waiting list for each borogh
Interview

Sequrity:
Cameras
Resident watching program

Management:
Main office: 250 Broadway, New York
Interview office: Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn

Neighborhood:
No place to shop.
Future construction is taking place on Nassua street and Navy street crossroad.

Amenities:
Gardens[one to each building]. To use the garden need to put an application. Also there
is a competition from NYCHA each year for the best garden.

Future changes and improovements:
Next generation NYCHA
Heating system
Recicling program

Opportunities:
1. Adult Education
ESL, PreGED and GED classes
College access and job preparation

2. Employment Assistance
Job search support
Oneonone assessment and career coaching
General job readiness training
3. Benefits Screening
Assistance determining eligibility for public benefits
Counseling and referrals for facilitated enrollment, free tax preparation, and other
programs
4. Financial Counseling:
Oneonone session with a financial expert
Free credit report, budget creation, debt collection assistance
5. Financial Counseling:
Oneonone session with a financial expert with a financial expert
Free credit report
Budget creation
Debt collection assistance

QUANTITATIVE DATA
Subject

Data

Number of the buildings

10

Number of floors

14

Number of apartments

1390

Buildings were completed

April 30, 1952

Approximate number of
residents

3440

Land area

16.61 acres

Apartments on one floor

10

Rent

30% of the income

Lowest rent

about $200

Lease term

1 year

Parking lots

66

Price for parking spot

$75 per year

Sequrity Deposit

= monthly rent

Laundry room

1 for the community

Type of the apartments

studio - 6 bedrooms

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESIS
QUESTIONS:
1. How long is a waiting list for the Farragut Houses?
2. How long is a wait list for parking spots?
3. What is a type of the heating system?
4. Where is the NYCHA’s main office?
HYPOTHESIS:
1. More than a year.
2. Long
3. Central heating system for the whole community
4. 250 Broadway, New York

SUMMARY / POST VISIT REFLECTION
The site visit on November 2nd was very helpful and gave many answers on the questions that I had
about Farragut Houses as it is right now. I finally found out what is the rent like and condition of life at
this projects. I finally got inside the building and looked at the structure from the inside. I touched the
history of the houses by looking at the posters in the management office. I realized that the condition
of the building is pretty bad and it needs changes. The resident's life became the same as back in
1950s when buildings were very bad quality and needed a repair, when there was a high crime rate
and people needed changes.

REFERENCES TO EXPLORE HYPOTHESIS
1. New York City Housing Authority
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/html/developments/bklynfarragut.shtml

