
Possible Research Topics
traditional print media & journalism

digital text & online versions of print media

zines and alternative print media

blogs, wikis and alternative electronic media

non-text media: images, audio, video

participatory media & social networking

privacy

ethics, including plagiarism

copyright and fair use; open access



Refining the research question

Vague: Should young people be spending 
so much time using online social 
networks? Which is better, online 
networking or face-to-face networking?

Better: What are the long-term effects of use 
of social networking sites like Facebook on 

adolescents, and how are they detrimental to 
developing communication skills?



Refining the research question

Vague: Should music sampling be 
protected under Fair Use guidelines?

Better: How can Creative Commons licenses 
be best used to stimulate the recording 
industry so that artists and record labels 
are fairly compensated?



Information Ethics: 
Plagiarism
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Academic definitions of plagiarism
Richard A. Posner defines plagiarism as "fraudulent 

copying"1

The OWL: “the uncredited use (both intentional 
and unintentional) of somebody else's words or 
ideas”2

1. Posner, Richard A. The Little Book of Plagiarism. 
Pantheon, 2007.

2. Stolley, Karl. “Avoiding Plagiarism.” Purdue Online 
Writing Lab. 27 February 2012. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/


A Few Real World Plagiarists
• Eugene Tobin resigned the presidency of Hamilton 

College (2002)

• James Frey fabricated his addiction memoir A 
Million Little Pieces, an Oprah’s Book Club selection 
(2003)

• Kaavya Viswanathan, novelist/unintentional 
plagiarist? See Katie Couric interview (2006)

• Quentin Rowan, chronic plagiarist or mash-up 
artist? (2012)

• Jonah Lehrer, New Yorker staff writer, plagiarized 
his own writing and fabricated quotes (2012)

http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/12495352/ns/today-books/


For Wednesday, March 4

Access: personal, institutional; the “digital divide”

Samuelson, Aaron Swartz: Opening Access to 
Knowledge

Martin, The Politics of Research

Ruiz and Lohr, FCC Approves Net Neutrality Rules

Assignment: Write one reading response blog post

Questions about the research topic proposal? Get 
in touch!

http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Aaron-Swartz-Opening-access-to-knowledge-4224697.php
http://www.bmartin.cc/pubs/98il/il07.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/27/technology/net-neutrality-fcc-vote-internet-utility.html?

