
As I ponder identity in society I remember Gordon 
Parks words “I wondered whether or not my 
achievements in the white world had cost me a certain 
objectivity. I could not deny that I had stepped a 
great distance from the mainstream Negro life, not by 
intention but by circumstance” said while reflecting on 
his conversation with leader Elijah Muhammad from 
the Black Muslims; I think of my own circumstance 
and how I’d like to contribute to breaking multiple 
areas of oppression by identity. 

Based on my skin tone some people assume I’m either 
hispanic, mexican, middle eastern or from indian 
descent. Sometimes assumptions do not bother me, 
other times I find it rude. But by circumstance I was 
adopted and thought I had little to no control over 
losing my identity. 

Our society functions by circumstance. As much as 
we do not want to admit it, division of our society 
is everywhere. Children often think they have it all 
figured out, heck even some adults do. But People find 
safety in things they can relate to and understand. Even 
if unfair for some reason people don’t act unless it 
relates to them. Basically how identity works. But to be 
good at something is to practice and immerse yourself 
into it. 

A theory I read explained the gradual change in gay 
identities. Apparently because thousands of men and 
women from all around the country were placed in the 
same environments, same sex relations occured during 
World War II. After the war people settled into large 
cities which resulted in urban communities based on 
sexuality. 
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The beginning of the gay and lesbian 
liberation movements began at the 
Stonewall Riots of 1969. Stonewall was 
a safe haven for gays. Just like how the 
sect Black Muslims found sancuary 
in a muslim mosque where the elite 
guards by the name of Fruits of Islam 
trained. Both had a purpose 
of comradery. 

Community provides a place of 
belonging. The first gay pride march 
took place in NYC on June 28, 1970, 
one year after the anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots. The community has 
turned a negative experience into 
something positive.  

The reason these two separate issues relate to 
identity in politics is because both have been 
oppressed by capitalists. Both have anger toward 
the elite group of people that run our society. For 
they have been ignored and used for many years. 

After Stonewall many activists raised awareness 
to the discrimination in the workforce. In 1978 
the first LGBT Employee Resource Group 
was formed, but it was not until the Clinton 
Administration that companies started adopting 
non discriminatory policies.
 
The negative of business, is the motto the 
customer is always right. For me there are too 
many different types of people to please. Some 
customers of the companies that adopted LGBTQ 
policies felt the policies alienate them. Particularly 
because of religious background. 
It’s human nature to want to fit in. We are social 
beings that thrive on experiences. Gordon Parks’ 
reflections opened my eyes to a new perspective. 

I myself was raised by a community of lesbian 
women. There were not many male figures in 
my life. I only saw my uncle and grandpa once 
or twice a year. The group of women that raised 
me reminds me of the help Parks received 

along his photography journey from the white man, 
Harvey Goldstein and William G Haywood. Without 
my circumstance of adoption I would never have been 
presented the opportunity to see successful women. 

But just like how companies get backlash on their new 
adaptive policies of inclusion, I too have felt the negative 
emotions of people who do not understand my unique 
situation.  

Once one problem is fixed another arises. For many 
years gay and lesbian couples were unaccepted. Religious 
groups tried to expell the homosecuality out of a person. 
Military would not accept them if they were gay. People 
judged them because of who they loved not by who they 
are as a person. Many people turned on themselves. It 
was all because they did not feel heard and because they 
were told they as a human were wrong. But once lesbian 
and gay couples were socially acceptable, they had the 
right to adopt but still did not have the right to marriage. 
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Gordon Parks says it perfectly “I have had faith in 
america for as long as I can remember. But I have 
been angry — even bitter. It is now time for America 
to justify this belief I have in her, to show me that I 
have not believed in vain. I want my children and 
their children to keep this faith flowing through 
their veins. But in all honesty I can not ask of them 
love for a country incapable of returning that love.”

This love and respect I have for unique situations 
comes from being a spoiled New Yorker. I have 
been immersed into diverse settings. I still have to 
evaluate my own bias but I have experienced racism 
and discrimation because people are judgmental. 

Gordon Parks says “The Negro can not change 
his color; the white man must change his attitude 
toward that black skin. And the Negro can’t go 
around believing that every white man who does 
not invite him home to dinner is his enemy.” Just 
like how lesbian women adopted the saying “not 
toleration, lesbian liberation”. People should not 
be tolerated. We all have the right to live. Even if 
economic challenges prevent some from quality 
of life.  

“Remember to go it alone, it to doom yourself to failure. 
The Black attorneys, students, writers, clergy, teachers, 
and all of the rest must unite as one and take the Muslim 
leadership for their own salvation...” 
                                                       
       -Malcolm X 

“...You are a black man. The white man won’t let you 
forget it. So know yourself and be yourself. We are of 
the black nation and we must recapture our rightful 
heritage and culture and live accordingly. ” 
      
       -Malcolm X 


