
Banksy
HOW A VANDAL BROUGHT GRAFFITI INTO THE MAINSTREAM



Not a Banksy, this wont end up in an art gallery, or even sold 
for any large amounts of money. It’s art made by a tagger to 
show off their skills and increase their reputation





Clear, bold text establishing 
visual hierarchy

We also see the figures of a girl, 
poilceman, and dog, as well as a 
CCTV camera to the right of the 

piece

One Nation One Nation 
Under CCTVUnder CCTV

2007



Forgive Forgive 
us our us our 

trespassingtrespassing
2011

“Trespassing is an act and word 
that underlies the very modus 

operandi of graffiti and street art, 
as street artists must trespass on 

private property in order to tag or 
paint a wall or surface”



“We’re often led to believe migration is a drain on the country’s resources, 
But Steve Jobs was the son of a Syrian migrant. Apple is the world’s most 
profitable company, it pays over $7 billion a year in taxes. And it only 
exists because they allowed in a young man from Homs.”

Banksy on his Instagram account
																					                   

The son of The son of 
a migrant a migrant 

from syriafrom syria
2015



Basquiat welcomed by Basquiat welcomed by 
the metropolitan policethe metropolitan police

2017

“Major new Basquiat show opens at the Barbican. A place 
that is normally very keen to clean any graffiti from its walls.”	
				    															             



Boy and Boy and 
dog in a dog in a 

johnnypumpjohnnypump
1982



Love is in  Love is in  
the airthe air

2003

The graffiti was made on 
the 760km wall separating 

Palestine and Israel



Girl with Girl with 
BalloonBalloon

2002

Has been a staple of Banksy’s 
career, used for many different 

things including on a boat owned 
by Banksy used to rescue refugees 

in Europe





Love is Love is 
in the binin the bin

2018

Sold at art auction for 
$1,141,453

Immediately after the sale was 
finished, the work was shredded 

halfway via a device hidden in the 
frame, leaving only the balloon



Graffiti

banksy

has always been about expression and thought that 
goes against the established norms of society.
It's seen as vandalism, deemed illegal and 
destroyed quickly

started out the same as any graffiti writer, but his 
work has kept that rebellious and expressive nature 
of those who came before


