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THE UNDERGROUND MAINSTREAM
Steven Heller | 2008

● Steven Heller takes a sharp look at the advertising industry as he delves into the 
complex relationship between underground and mainstream design.

● Designers and trend-setters wanted to produce something that challenge the norms 
in society/media form.

● “From the beginning of the twentieth century avant-gardes have ceded original 
ideas to the mass marketplace.”

● “...smooth out the edges of modern art, add an ornament here and there to make it 
palatable for the consumer class, and—voila!—instant allure and immediate sales.”

● “Underground denizens attack the mainstream for two reasons: To alter or to join, 
sometimes both. Few designers choose to be outsiders forever.
Outsiders are, after all, invariably marginalized until the mainstream celebrates
them as unsung geniuses. Outsiders may choose to join the mainstream on their 
own terms, but join they must to be able to make an impact larger than their 
circumscribed circles.”



THE MEDIUM IS THE MASSAGE
Marshall McLuhan

● “All media are extensions of some human faculty-psychic or 
physical” - any understanding of social and cultural change is 
impossible without a knowledge of the way media work as 
environments. 

● Translates the ideas and thoughts through a form of media, ex: TV
● “The book is an extension of the eye…clothing, an extension of the 

skin…electric circuitry, an extension of the central nervous system”
● “Print technology created the public. Electric technology created the 

mass. The public consists of separate individuals walking around 
with separate, fixed points of view.”



TYPOPHOTO
László Moholy-Nagy | 1925

● Moholy-Nagy believed in the “objective, collective, purifying 
effect of the camera on meaning. The integration of word and 
photographic image, in his mind, was a powerful antidote for the 
slippery nature of text.”

● “Typography is communication composed in type. Photography is 
the visual presentation of what can be optically apprehended. 
Typophoto is the visually most exact rendering of 
communication.”

● Communication ← typography → person



Many original forms of paper/physical 
media like comics and books eventually 
had shifted into digital media.

● Paper media have been around for so 
long

● As technology progressed, creators have 
broaden the form of communication and 
display of media into TV shows and 
movies where the possibility of audiences 
would be bigger.

● Some TV shows/movies that have adapted 
from comics/books: Peanuts, Clifford the 
Big Red Dog, Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, Garfield, DC Comics and Marvel 
Studios, Disney comics like Mickey 
Mouse, and many more.



Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles

● Created in 1983 by 
American book 
authors Peter Laird 
and Kevin Eastman 
(Mirage Studios)





The first strip from October 2, 1950

Peanuts
● Sunday American comic strip that 

was written and illustrated by 
Charles M. Schulz

● Most popular and influential in the 
history of comic strips.

● Ran over in 2,600 newspapers
● Some characters you might know: 

Charlie Brown, Sally Brown, Snoopy, 
Schroeder, Lucy van Pelt, Woodstock





Thank you for tuning in.


