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12.1 EXPLAINING YOUR TOPIC’S SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Formula 1: Why, What, So What? 

 
 
Formula 2: Big Question, Bigger Question 
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Organizing Sources: The B-E-A Method 
 
BACKGROUND source: Something a writer relies on for general information that a) helps 
bring the main topic into focus, or b) helps guide him to exhibit sources.  May or may not appear 
in the final draft.  

Example: Encyclopedia article on Rosa Parks in a research paper on MLK’s rhetoric 
 
EXHIBIT/EXAMPLE source: Something that the writer holds up for analysis or interpretation, 
usually a text that is, or is about, the main topic of the essay.  

Example: In a literature paper, a block quotation from a poem you are discussing; in an 
art history paper, an image; in a political science paper, a body of survey data.  

 
ARGUMENT source: A source the writer is engaging in “conversation” with. A source whose 
ideas the writer is using, refuting, affirming, appealing to, refining, or qualifying in some way.  

Example: a statement about the exhibit by an outside critic or scholar. 
 
 


