
Social Media

     “How different would people act if they couldn't show off on social media? Would they still do it?” ( Donna Lynn Hope).  Social Media is very prevalent these days, and  it would be great to understand it through it’s history, communication, and privacy. 

     The History of Social Media is very interesting. The earliest methods of communication across distance  were letters. Much later in 1972 the telegraph was invented, and it allowed people to send messages over long distance much faster. The only disadvantage the telegraph had  was the size of the messages. They were very short. 19th century played a huge role in the development of Social Media, because the telephone and the radio were invented in the beginning of it. Telephone and radio allowed people to communicate through long distances momentarily. Both inventions are still in use nowadays, although the modern version are very advanced. Social Media began to change rapidly in the 20th century. The first super computer was invented in 1940 and  right after  scientist began to develop networks between them. This would later lead to the birth of the Internet. By the 1980s, home computers were becoming more common and Social Media became usable in people’s lives. The first recognizable Social Media site was “Six degrees” . It enabled users to upload a profile and make friends with other users. After this website Social Media began to expand and grow. Myspace, LinkedIn, Photobucket, Flickr, Youtube, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and many others websites are popular and useful these days. “Today, there is a tremendous variety of social networking sites, and many of them can be linked to allow cross-posting... We can only speculate about what the future of social networking may look in the next decade or even 100 years from now, but it seems clear that it will exist in some form for as long as humans are alive.” ( Askanius, Tina, p. 64). I agree with the author that Social Medea will get more popular in the future. It will exist at least until the internet is existing. It is very difficult not to use the Internet or Social Media, because they became parts of our lives. Before Social Media we would buy newspapers, encyclopedias, and books to get the latest news or find  the information for a research. Nowadays we can simply use or phone and download any content  we need. Our Era is extremely Digital and Social Media plays a very important role in our lives. It changed the world  for better. “Social media is an open arena where people get to freely express emotions, ideas, products, buy and sell goods and services.” ( Askanius, Tina, p. 89.) Surely our world  has switched from real to online, because we shop, chat and even date in the Internet. 

     Communication has become very important and easy because of Social Media. Before we would  mail letters and wait the answers for a very long time. Today, there are thousands of ways to connect. Skype, Facebook, Ichat, FaceTime, Viber and so on and so far. I personally use all of these Social Media to stay connected with my mom, who lives in Russia. She sends me funny pictures,  short videos about her live, and It helps me to feel that she’s next to me. We no longer need homes, offices to connect with people. All we need is a small piece of metal that has a wifi connection. We can do it whenever we want. Our days communication became very easy. I know that online connection doesn’t replace a real contact with loved ones, but it helps you to live in a different country and to feel less lonely. It helps you to talk to a person you know and love immediately. Therefore,  Social media changed the circle of people we talk. In the 90s our connections were  mostly local. We spoke to our  neighbors and nearby friends. Nowadays we chat globally. Social Media helps to connect people, businesses, and corporations. “Social media platforms have revolutionized the way we communicate. They have sparked democratic uprisings in the Middle East and fueled the recent IPO of a nearly $70 billion company”( Time, Wharton,K.). The Internet is helping to control and develop business through out the world. Even if you are in a different country you still can build a company and work through the Internet. I know a lot of people who live somewhere is Thailand and work online. Also the Internet is largely used to stay in touch and make plans with  different people. Social Media helps to organize an event. Birthdays, parties, happy hours in our favorite bars can be planned with the help of the Internet. “Like much social media today, a message delivered over the airwaves by the local DJ may be targeted to a particular individual, yet would be broadcast to a much larger audience. That was a part of the thrill — to share your personal sentiments with this larger group.” ( Time, Wharton,K.)  I agree with the author, because Social Media gives you an opportunity to be heard. Moreover, it gives you a chance to broadcast  your message to the whole world. Nowadays, you can create an Internet radio station and and people from different countries and continents will listen to you. According to K. Wharton the online researcher and business analysis journalist  of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, people are becoming more social and more interactive with the others, but the style of communication is changing. It switching from face-to-face to online. I see this change myself.  As i mentioned before i communicate with my parents mostly online, because thy live in a different country. On the other hand it’s the  only way to stay in touch with them, but I see it as an advantage. 

     Therefore privacy is becoming very important is our technological time. We share a lot of information online, such  as personal pictures, videos, thoughts. Sometimes we can forget that our social networks are searchable and anyone can find it even when privacy settings are very high. There are always booth ways in technological progress. In Social Media we have to loose our privacy in order to make our lives more comfortable. Today we can easily check our neighbor's sexual preferences or political views. We know what time our kids left  the house this morning or a jealous wife can check the location  of her husband. All this information can easily destroy  someone’s privacy. For example, I have a friend on Facebook who always posts  his nude photos in the Internet. I know that he is a very nice person and will never harm anyone, but a former employer may see those pictures and make wrong decisions about his personality. Furthermore, online credit card  transactions can be  hacked as well. Our bank account information connected with our personal, such as SSN, date of birth, ect.  All of that data can be sold or used agains us. Most of the Social Media are free, because the owners of those platforms make money of selling information about our preferences, likes and  dislikes. “..prior to 2013, legislatures and regulators in the United States appeared to be more concerned about the data they could glean from social media than protecting privacy of the average citizen in the online world.”( americanbar.org) That is the reality of out time. I became more aware of cyber privacy after Edward Snowden’s disclosers. When in 2013 he reveled the secrets of American Government to  the publics. I realized if the authorities can spy on everyone, so the other cyber criminals will  do as well. 

