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     “How different would people act if they couldn't show off on social media? Would they still do it” (Hope. D, p.36)?  Social Media is very prevalent these days, and in order to understand it better it is helpful to explore its history, communication, and privacy. 

     The history of social media is very interesting. It includes early and modern methods.  The earliest methods of communication across distances were letters. Much later in 1972 the telegraph was invented, and it allowed people to send messages over long distances much faster. The only disadvantage the telegraph had was the size of the messages. They were very short. Ninetieth century played a huge role in the development of Social Media, because the telephone and the radio were invented in the beginning of it. Telephone and radio allowed people to communicate through long distances momentarily. Both inventions are still in use nowadays, although the modern versions are very advanced.

      The modern methods began to appear rapidly in the twentieth century. The first super computer was invented in 1940 and right after scientists began to develop networks between them. This would later lead to the birth of the Internet. By the 1980s, home computers were becoming more common and social media became usable in people’s lives. The first recognizable social media site was “Six Degrees”. It enabled users to upload a profile and make friends with other users. After this website social media began to expand and grow. Myspace, LinkedIn, Photobucket, Flickr, Youtube, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and many others websites are popular and useful these days. “Today, there is a tremendous variety of social networking sites, and many of them can be linked to allow cross-posting... We can only speculate about what the future of social networking may look in the next decade or even 100 years from now, but it seems clear that it will exist in some form for as long as humans are alive”( Askanius, Tina, p. 64). It seems likely as the author started that social media will get more popular in the future. It will exist as long as the Internet exists. It is very difficult not to use the Internet or social media, because they became parts of our lives. Before social media we would buy newspapers, encyclopedias, and books to get the latest news or find the information for research projects. Nowadays we can simply use our phone and download any content we need. Our era is extremely digital and social media plays a very important role in our lives. It changed the world for the better. According to Tina Askanius, “social media is an open arena where people get to freely express emotions, ideas, products, buy and sell goods and services” (Askanius, Tina, p. 89). Surely our world has switched from real to online, because we shop, chat and even date in the Internet. 


