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Critical Argument Paper #2: Modernity

Modernity has shaped the existence of living historically and the presence of time. To

first understand the accurate terminology of Modernity, it’s not only defined as just one

straightforward definition. Although it is used and understood with the common meaning of it

being the current matter of existence, its significance branches through different concepts.

Modernity involves two important factors which are society and time. Society contributes a

major role when it comes to modernity because of the processes, developments and

improvements it creates within. For the purpose of evolving for a greater change that will carry

on towards a desired improved future. Time is also important as a role for existence processing.

There is no exact ending when it comes to time but it has always shifted to many different forms

of living by mankind. For brief clarity, a philosophical essay titled, “The Concept of Modernity:

A Brief Review” from 2019 mentions, “...modernity shows itself in all parts of social life. It is a

general idea which involves the economy, politics, culture, society and numerous different

elements.” (Jemberie & Kumar, pg.1, par 2.) Based on what was stated in the essay, in other

words, modernity carries specific elements that structure the development of a society but of

course during certain time periods. The background of the terminology and key components are

different and diverse due to historical contexts. The highlighted focus of modernity for the given

argument is that it refers and its influence is in relation or connected to the evolution of the



formation of societies. To be modern is the state, quality or matter of the present or current time,

as if following the newest trend of something.

Modernity during the 20th century involved a greater mass of changes such as the rapid

growth of progressivism. An era that took place in the United States in which Americans

contributed to economic growth and prosperity. It was mainly huge for the awakening of

businesses that provided many jobs, profit and mass production. Americans desired and worked

upon to improve the way of living with better and beneficial conditions. Cities were growing as

more opportunities were available for individuals which also led for many people to migrate to

the country. The growing desire of the American Dream as people seeked for when they

considered living in the United States. There was more to the roaring twenties than just the

industrial growth of it, as the matter of fact, it was also very significant for women including the

fashion that was changing. Everything during the era featured so many detailed changes through

the layers of society. Women were applicable to educational and working opportunities plus their

way of dressing as well. According from an article titled, “Conceptualizing Fashion In Everyday

Lives” stated, “Prompted by new technologies (e.g., the sewing-machine, paper patterns,

machine-made textiles, and ready-to-wear systems); improved methods of distribution,

dissemination, and retailing; shifting social and economic structures, fashionable dress

permeated ordinary,...” (Buckley & Clark, pg.1, par 1.) The quote refers during the 20th century

when fashion and the fashion industry was at a spotlight. With the incredible technological and

industrial growth it has supported in the production of textiles, fabrics, garments, as well as the

distribution overseas and within retailing businesses. Fashion was becoming more accessible and

just as important for economic development as consumer percentage rises. Within this era, the

visual modern appearance or fashion would be more professional as in business attire, formal



uniforms, and specifically as for women, they were very dressy with dresses, different lengths in

skirts, show more skin, there was also more cosmetics involved.

Being modern today can mean a great majority of things. Especially speaking towards

fashion specifically, it has changed tremendously over the years. Nowadays, fashion may seem to

be a little all over the place due to off and on trends that are very temporary which are influenced

by the younger generations mostly. Just because currently there is a modern existence doesn’t

mean nostalgia can’t come into play. Referring to the fact that old fashion trends are coming

back, for example, skirts over pants, which were a trend from the early 2000s. The common

styles that also go around are 90s grunge with graphic tees and its rebellious aesthetic. There’s

also the velour track suits and sporty. These trends aren’t the only ones that are taking over for

the following seasons, there are much more that are making a comeback, head to heal. One

example to mention, it’s no secret to why these current trends are in fashion again is because

social media has made its way through everyone. From celebrities, athletes, media influencers,

and any media method will carry an influence that it eventually spreads rapidly. The “Barbie”

movie is the one example that highlighted the inspiration and prediction of the color pink

becoming popular. The movie also demonstrated inspired looks from the 60s and 70s with

vintage flair, while some looks were modernly custom made such as the Chanel dress and

handbag the character was wearing. The point to all this is to conclude that whatever the

audiences see online or through any forms of media, they will follow and that is why fashion has

been changing so quickly nowadays from the spread of the media. It’s as if now, the current

generation and older ones want to recreate trends from the past as a form of acknowledgement

and appreciation of what was popular. Modernity is not only the new new but what it has grown



to be as a society whether there are elements from the past or processing new elements for the

future.
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