
Kevin Chinchilla 

CDMG 1112 

Professor Goetz 

9/4/2018 

 

          Logo History/Research Paper 

 

Ever since the 1940s, McDonald's have served the American people with           

delicious burgers and refreshments. Now it has become one of the biggest fast food chains in the                 

world with an establishment in almost every part of the world. More famous than their food,                

however, is their logo which is unique to the point where no matter where you are in the world                   

you'll recognize those golden arches.  

 

       History 

 

 The first ever 

McDonald's debuted in 1940 in 

San Bernardino, California. The 

original owners Richard and 

Maurice McDonald were two 

brothers who started business 

opening a small hot dog stand in 



Monrovia, California. However, due to lack of customers, the 2 brothers decided to open a 

bigger hot dog stand in San Bernardino, California. After several banks declined to lend the 

brothers the money necessary for the Bank Of America finally approved and they created a 

drive-in restaurant. It was in this restaurant where they perfected their Speedee Service System, 

this system focused on quality and speed by having a small menu. After much success, the 

brothers began to franchise their system, opening nine more restaurants.  In 1954 Ray Kroc a 

multimixer salesman visited the San Bernardino Mcdonalds to sell his multimixer to the 2 

brothers. There he was amazed at the operation and after hearing that the 2 brothers are in need 

of a franchising agent takes the opportunity to fill in the position. On 1955 Kroc opened up the 

first restaurant for McDonald’s system inc, a predecessor of Mcdonald's corp in Des Plaines, 

Illinois. 

 

Ray Kroc’s first McDonald’s restaurant in Des Plaines, Illinois just prior to opening on April 15, 1955. Mcdonalds.com 



The Mcdonalds brothers wanted a design that would attract customers. They searched for 

a design that would highlight their Speedee Service System. Architect Stanley Meson idea of the 

“Red and White” restaurant caught on and was used. The design added arches to the building and 

was opened in 1953. Richard McDonald visioned the arches as something to be noticed even 

from miles away. He hoped the arches would one day symbolize McDonald's. In 1961 Ray Kroc 

buys McDonald's from the brothers and starts filing for a new trademark logo.  The original 

designer of McDonald's George Dexter sketched a stylized “V”, however it did not meet 

McDonald's expectations.  This is when Jim Schindler, McDonalds Head of Engineering and 

Design came in and sketched the basis of the McDonalds logo we all know and love. 

 

 Mcdonalds Logo 1960  Mcdonalds.com 



Since the building was so recognizable the logo incorporated some of those elements into 

the design. This logo incorporates the 2 arches on the side of the building, while the slanted line 

was the roof line of the building. The red and colors we know and love started here, these colors 

were strategically chosen to catch your attention. Red is often associated with activeness while 

yellow usually means happiness. The font used here is McLawsuit a font created by Jess 

Burgheimer to imitate the “m” style.  

 

An adapted Mansard Roof of remodeled Red & White building 1970 features a traditional Speedee road sign. 

After obtaining Mcdonalds from the brothers Ray Kroc decided to update the 

building's design.  In 1969 many McDonalds followed this building change.  To go with the 



change a new logo was implemented. 

 

1968 McDonalds logo  

 This logo represented the new building designs by taking out the line that went through 

the arches and replaced it with the name of the restaurant. Because of its easy readability and 

ability to be spotted from miles away, this logo became the norm for McDonald's even being 

used today.  



 

Super M Logo 1996 

This logo shown in 1996 shows the arches with a blue shadow followed by red and 

yellow symmetrical colors.  This logo represented their official sponsorship of the 1996 

Olympics.  



 

Mcdonalds Im loving it Logo 

This logo incorporates the famous slogan “im lovin it”. To help push the 

slogan McDonald's hired Justin Timberlake to help advertise. The jingle was originally 

sung by Timberlake and went on to be even more popular than his greatest hits. The 

slogan and jingle have gone on to become one of the most famous pieces in the world.  

 

In conclusion, McDonald's went from a humble hot dog vendor to burger 

mega-corp. This wasn't an overnight process however but only came to be with the help 

of everyone working together. The logos reflect that change each incorporating elements 

from the last and making them even better. McDonald's have been able to make a logo 

that will not be forgotten for years to come.  



Sources 

https://pitchfork.com/thepitch/1227-the-contentious-tale-of-the-mcdonalds-im-lov

in-it-jingle/ 

https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/corpmcd/about-us/history.html 

https://www.thedailymeal.com/eat/under-golden-arches-mcdonald-s-logos-throug

h-years-slideshow/slide-12 

https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/about-us/our-history.html 

https://medium.com/@inkbotdesign/history-of-the-mcdonalds-logo-design-abb29

ef78741 

 

  

https://pitchfork.com/thepitch/1227-the-contentious-tale-of-the-mcdonalds-im-lovin-it-jingle/
https://pitchfork.com/thepitch/1227-the-contentious-tale-of-the-mcdonalds-im-lovin-it-jingle/
https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/corpmcd/about-us/history.html
https://www.thedailymeal.com/eat/under-golden-arches-mcdonald-s-logos-through-years-slideshow/slide-12
https://www.thedailymeal.com/eat/under-golden-arches-mcdonald-s-logos-through-years-slideshow/slide-12
https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/about-us/our-history.html
https://medium.com/@inkbotdesign/history-of-the-mcdonalds-logo-design-abb29ef78741
https://medium.com/@inkbotdesign/history-of-the-mcdonalds-logo-design-abb29ef78741

