
Unmasking America

Gordon Parks, Washington (southwest section), D.C. Two Negro boys 
shooting marbles in front of their home. November 1942

Gordon Parks, Anacostia, D.C. Frederick Doug-
lass housing project. Mother watching her children 

as she prepares the evening meal. June 1942

Gordon Parks, Anacostia, D.C. Frederick Douglass housing project. Mother 
watching her children as she prepares the evening meal. June 1942

Gordon Parks, Washington, D.C., Mrs. Ella Watson, A Government Charwoman  
(Improvised Altar), July 1942

Gordon Parks, Somerville, Maine. Dinner Time at Mr. Hercules 
Brown’s Home. February 1944

Gordon Parks, Anacostia, D.C. Frederick Douglass Housing Project. A 
family says grace before the evening meal. June 1942
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Housing conditions
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This collection of Gordon Parks’ photography showcases traditional values, gender roles, & living 
conditions in the 1940’s. Do you still see any of these in 2023?
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