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Mississippi River Bridge

Accidents and tragedies happen in continuously in our daily basis. To begin with a fact, an accident is an unexpected incident that might result with either damage or an injury. A single person or several people could be injured in an accident. When different people are involved, sometimes an accident is referred as a catastrophe. The interstate bridge collapse on the Mississippi River in 2007 is an example of what we consider a catastrophe. This paper is going to cover how this type of accidents affects our lives as future engineers in an ethical form. 

The Engineering ethics is a field that sets standards for engineers’ obligations with the public. When we mention the engineering failures that the I-35 w Mississippi river had, we notice that even though the problem in the bridge was not intended, it fails on the mission of maintaining public safety. The National Transportation safety board said “the cause of the I-35W Mississippi River bridge tragedy was a simple design flaw in the bridge's gusset plates” gusset plates are metal plates that help connect one steel beam to another (abcnews.go.com). This failure cost the dead of 13 people and 145 were in injured by it. Even though the chairman of NTSB Mark Rosenker said “a roadmap to for improvement to prevent future tragedies was going to be made”, Government does not want to spend money on fixing the bridge. These types of actions make the nation wonder about their actual safety.  

As engineer we should focus not only on doing an excellent professional performance, but to ensure that we have others in perspective when we do our jobs. Ethics is a big issue in the work place. Professionals sometimes do not take a consideration of the responsibility that is to serve not only the public but other employees as well. Engineers must be diligent in keeping a good ethical behavior, as well as benefitting others with their work. 
