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Microsoft 

 Microsoft has been in existence for more than 4 decades, and is one of the top 

technology companies globally. The company's iconic logo looked completely different 

in previous years. In fact, the company’s logo has gone under five revisions. The first 

Microsoft Logo was produced in 1975 by two of its founders, Bill Gates and Paul Allen. 

The logo was created using an old computer software called BASIC. It has a fairly 

simple design. The logo is separated into two lines with “MICRO” on the top while 

“SOFT” sits below it. Both words are adjacent to each other with concentric lines in 

order from darkest to lightest. Each letter is encompassed with several of these lines. 

Bill Gates and Paul Allen created their first logo with a retro style to appeal to the 70s 

Disco era. The specific font used for the logo is called “Moton”. For example: 

 



 Microsoft then transitioned into another logo design change in the 1980’s only 

five years after their first logo. The company rebranded itself with a major change. They 

transitioned the logo from two lines to one, displaying “MICRO” & “SOFT” together as 

one word. The new logo’s characteristics consist of sharper edges and longer ends. It 

also has extremely tight kerning with letter stems that exceed past the baseline of the 

word. Some letters are separated by a small line space while the majority are conjoined 

together with no space in between them. This abrupt change from the original logo was 

to appeal to the metal and rock-and-roll bands of the 80s. This logo executes the heavy 

metal theme well because the sharp-long edges represent the shape of electric guitars. 

The bold lettering distinguishes Microsoft as loud, robust, risk-taking, and confident. 

The theme also appeals to a younger audience with the logo’s “edgy” frame.  We can 

see that there is a trend from Microsoft attempting to stay relevant to the times. The 

type is a Helvetica font in italics. For example: 

 

 Two years later, in 1982, Microsoft transitioned into another logo design called 

the Bibblet logo. Microsoft decided to go for a more corporate theme. The Used a 

different color scheme along with an icon centered with the company’s name. The logo 



uses a sans serif font which makes the lettering more structurally sound and 

professional. This logo uses very tight kerning, but has little space in between so each 

letter isn’t touching the other. The logo also uses a green background color that acts as 

a complementary color to contrast with the yellowish-white text. The “O” is called the 

Blibbet, and has extremely bold horizontal lines that represent a disc. This design 

version is a complete one eighty degree turn from the 1980 theme. The difference in the 

color scheme, font, and kerning provides a softer element to Microsoft that would 

appeal to corporate businesses to use their products. For example:  

 

 The next logo revision is called the Pac-man logo, designed by Scott Baker in 

1987. This was Microsoft’s most consistent and successful logo since it was used for 

more than two decades before being changed again. The Pac-man logo is simplified 

and without color. It makes use of negative and positive space to create silhouettes of 

hidden objects. This logo uses the Helvetica font in italics. The logo uses a bold 

typographic color. Also, there is slit in the letter “o” which is why this logo was 

nicknamed the “Pac-man” logo. Microsoft wanted to distinguish themselves as a 

powerful and competitive company in the tech industry. The kerning for the text is still 



very tight, and only five out of the nine letters overlap each other.  This logo is bold and 

very straightforward. For example: 

 

 The current is the most successful Microsoft logo because it displays their 

technical adaptability and resilience to change. It shows how Microsoft has been able to 

keep up with the times and remain one the best tech companies to the modern world. 

It’s also the most unique logo since it has an icon flag on its left-hand side to indicate its 

four major services. Outlook, Excel, Xbox, and office. Red represents Microsoft Office, 

Green Represents Xbox. The color blue is to represent Outlook. Finally, the color yellow 

represents Microsoft Excel . This logo is colorful and elegant. The text is light-gray while 

the colorful icon grabs your attention.  The kerning is normal and only the letters “f” and 

“t” overlap each other. This logo was made for Microsoft’s newest Windows software. 

For example: 



  

 Microsoft has had many drastic and subtle changes over time since its creation. 

Almost all of Microsoft’s logo designs related to the significance of the times/era in 

order to obtain mass appeal. It is important to understand the relevance of logo history 

because it shows designers and consumers that it is necessary to change in order for a 

brand or product to grow. When a brand/company demonstrates its ability to change 

the longevity of that brand/company is drastically increased. The final message to take 

away is to understand that just because a brand/company may not have the number of 

sales, profits, consumers, or partners in the beginning, it doesn’t mean those number 

won’t increase. Those stats would increase based on the longevity and adaptability of 

that company. In closing, Microsoft has demonstrated great flexibility, experimentation, 

wisdom, and progression over the years and currently in the present day through it 

designs. 
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