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Cipe Pineles 

 Cipe Pineles is considered one of the most prominent designers of the twentieth 

century. She broke barriers when she became the first woman to join an all-male design 

company. As well as being the first female art director in a major magazine. She was 

born in Vienna, Austria in 1908, and attended both highschool and college in Brooklyn, 

NY. She attended Pratt Institute from 1926-1931, and won a Louis Comfort Tiffany 

Foundation Scholarship. 

 Pineles became greatly independent working with M. F. Agha and designed a 

number of projects independently. After that, she was soon credited for her significant 

art direction of many acclaimed publications. This would include Seventeen, Glamour, 

and Charm—where she developed her jolly modernistic style through a variety of 

treatments of illustration, image, and type.  

Cipe changed the aesthetic of Seventeen Magazine through her applications of 

simplified/lowkey type. Under her direction she made the aesthetic focus on subtle 

elements of which was called a “classical” style. She ended up being the first female 



designer to incorporate illustration with fine arts since in that time this style wasn’t 

popular to most design companies. Her works within Seventeen Magazine were the first 

to be seen by mainstream media. Her approach opened doors for other young talents 

that were later well-known. “Cipe was a pioneer, not only because she was a woman in 

a typically male profession, but because she had a vision for innovation and wasn't 

afraid to make it real.”(https://www.cipepineles.com/about-cipe).  For example: 

 

 

Cipe’s philosophy in design was to educate her readers through the act of 

visually portraying what was needed in her designs. She wanted to show the 

best-innovative art solutions possible to capture the essence of her work. Cipe Pineles 

joined the faculty of Parsons School of Art and Design in 1963 and also worked as the 

school’s director of publication design. Until her death in 1991, her design career had 

spanned for almost sixty years. Throughout her career, Pineles consistently broke the 

glass ceiling and paved ways for the next generation of women in the graphic design 

field, which had remained as an all-male industry for a long time. 

 

https://www.cipepineles.com/about-cipe


 

Sources 

● Celebrating women in design: Cipe Pineles - Opus Design 

● CIPE PINELES 

● About Cipe — CIPE PINELES 

 

https://opusdesign.us/wordcount/celebrating-women-in-design-cipe-pineles/
https://www.cipepineles.com/
https://www.cipepineles.com/about-cipe

