


About the
Founder

* Pierre Balmain was bornin 1914 in St-
Jean-De-Maurienne, France His family
was already in the fashion industry

* His grandfather owned a drapery
business and his mother and sisters
worked in a boutique

 He studied architecture at the Ecole
Des Beaux Arts

e Due to his family being financially
unstable, his mother wanted him to
become a surgeon or architecture.

* (catwalkyourself.com/fashion-
biographies/Balmain)
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Balmain the
Brand

In 1945, Balmain opened his own

fashion house, with his most popular
design-an embroidered white brocade
dinner dress.

The brands aesthetic consisted of

small waists with long bell-shaped
P A R I S skirts. This look later became known
as Dior’s New Look.
» In 1951 Balmain opened stores in the

United States selling a ready-to-wear
line.

* In the 1960°s he changed his style to be
more sculptural




Trends:
Structured
shoulder,
short dresses
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Trends cont:
Sequins,
ruched look,
cinched waist
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