
(1994-now)

Lindon was testing multiple fonts for the logo and 
decided to chose Univers 67 and Futura Bold. He noticed 
that there was a bit of negative space between the E and 
the X that looked like an arrow pointing to the right. The 
“Fed” part of the logo remained purple while the Ex is 
changed dependent on the business unit. The business 
units are units are FedEx Express (Orange), FedEx Ground (Green), 
FedEx Freight (Red), FedEx Office (Blue), FedEx Trade 
Networks (Yellow). The rebrand was so successful that 
it has remained unchanged ever since.

In 1994, the company had a chance to rebrand and decided 
to adopt the name FedEx since that was what people had 
nicknamed the company. The Federal Express company 
reached out to Landor Associates for a proper rebrand. 
A lot of versions were submitted, but the winning design 
would be created by senior designer Lindon Leader. 
Lindon Leader was inspired by the Lindon Leader was inspired by the Northwest Orient 
Airlines logo which used a clever use of negative space. 

(1973-1994)

The first logo was created by Richard Runyon during 
1973. The name of the company was placed into a 
rectangular shape divided into two parts by an angled 
line. The top field was blue and contained the word 
Federal which is colored white, while the bottom field 
was white, with the red word “Express”. The first logo 
was a wordmark using a custom sans-serif font with was a wordmark using a custom sans-serif font with 
rounded edges. The first logo worked really well but 
was far from being a design legend. 

In 1971, when a tiny delivery company was founded by 
Frederick W. Smith, the company’s official name was 
Federal Express. The founder chose “Federal” in the 
name to express that his company delivered nationwide.
Now delivering millions of packages every year, 
Federal Express has become a powerhouse in the world 
of home delivery. One factor that helped the great of home delivery. One factor that helped the great 
success of their delivery company is their very 
recognizable logo designs.
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