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The development of the Saltillo sarape is rooted in the history of weaving traditions in Mexico during the colonial period. The serape, a distinctive item of outer clothing, is not indigenous to Mexico but has become an integral part of the textile tradition in the region (Serape | Saltillo | the Metropolitan Museum of Art, n.d.). The town of Saltillo in northern Mexico played a significant role in the trade of textiles, and it is from this town that the Saltillo Sarapes get their name. The exact origins of the Saltillo sarape and detailed information about the women weavers, their working conditions, design sources, and the evolution of this art form need to be well-documented in Spanish Colonial history (JCCC Digital Department, 1997). The lack of detailed historical records makes it challenging to trace the specific development of the Saltillo sarape and the role of women weavers in this process. However, evidence suggests that, like many aspects of Mexican culture, Saltillo serapes result from blending Native American and European traditions over centuries (JCCC Digital Department, 1997).
The Saltillo serape, admired for its fine weave, vibrant colors, and intricate design, is a versatile garment worn in various styles: draped over one shoulder, wrapped like a shawl, or used as a poncho with neck slits. Highly coveted for their aesthetic appeal, serapes held prestige in Mexican society. They gained popularity among horse riders due to their practicality for life on horseback (Serape | Saltillo | the Metropolitan Museum of Art, n.d.).
I discovered a noteworthy Serape originating from the Navajo culture in the Arizona and New Mexico region, dating back to 1860-1865. This particular piece, meticulously handspun and woven with a combination of wool and red flannel, stood out with its naturally dyed colors. The central feature that captured my admiration was the diamond pattern down the center of the back in shades of red, blue, cream, and black (Serape, Blanket - NA5873 | Collections - Penn Museum, 2023). Inspired by this design, I aimed to integrate a similar visual element into my own serape. Encountering another source of inspiration for my serape design, I found a Mexican serape dating between 1800-1943, crafted entirely from one hundred percent wool. Despite limited information available, the vibrant colors of this serape left a lasting impression (Sarape | Mexican | the Metropolitan Museum of Art, n.d.). The use of diamond and parallelogram motifs and bright hues like green, pink, blue, orange, and purple contributed to this particular serape’s distinctive and appealing aesthetic.
	In crafting my own serape, I envisioned using wool and an array of woven, vibrantly colored fibers dyed with natural sources such as insects and fruits. These materials are believed to invoke favor from the gods and provide protection against evil spirits (Staff, 2023). Setting my serape apart from the two previously described, I integrated cross motifs and elevated the overall pattern complexity. The design of my serape is marked by a more intricate and elaborate approach, combining cultural inspiration with a personalized touch.
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