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         From ignorance to a Learner 
            When it comes to reading, writing, and learning I wasn't always the best at it. But I have come a long way to get better with all three categories, which made me a better person in general. When I was younger I never really liked the idea of understanding how to read because it was never really that interesting to me. As I grew up my reading and writing improved because my parents have pushed me to get better. My dad was the one who taught me how to write better, while my mom was the one that taught me how to read and comprehend work. During the week when I had finished my homework my mom will call me to read with her for 30 minutes before I went to bed. We were doing that for the 6th grade until I got better, and the weekends I had to read for 2 hours. My dad though taught me to write was when I was younger. He would sit both of us down and write out letters and sentences for the week until my writing became better. 
	In school when it was time to read out loud it was a struggle to know when to pause and when not to, but as I dedicated to reading more the better I got at it. I had to make time for myself to read on the weekends with my free time to have a better understanding of reading. Meaning that I had to focus upon myself to become adequate in my pronunciation and the use of my punctuation as well.
	 I also had to make sure I understood what was going on in the reading, so that meant I had to be asked analytical questions about the text and I had to be quizzed on. At one point I moved to a middle school where I was tested on my reading skills. I didn't have any idea about how good or bad I was doing, but the results showed that I was pretty bad and needed a lot of work. Same thing with my writing because it had a large number of grammatical errors and it didn't make any sense what I was writing about. Learning for me took a ton out of me since I was a child who would rather play a lot, but I had no choice at this point I had to learn as much as possible and fast too because I had to catch up to the other kids in my class. 
	Over time I grew in my skills in reading, and I even took it upon myself to read on my own time and start enjoying reading books. I took the most exciting-fictional books that were interesting to me and read for the joy of it. This ultimately made me a better writer, especially now that I knew more about grammar and how punctuations worked. Additionally, I became happier knowing that part of my potential was unlocked because of accelerated successes. I was able to get better grades, especially in my writing and reading classes. 
	Even though American charter schools helped me to get to the point where I am, there is still work to get done in the American education system. Not every school can give access to books and extra help for students to get better, and not every parent or tutor in America can teach a child how to get better in the English language. If there were more fun activities or maybe even challenges to get kids reading more, then there will be a promising education system in America.
· From looking at my past work I usually have a lot of ideas at once all in one paragraph just going all at once. But now I have learned to separate my ideas in the paragraph which ultimately made me a better writer because my ideas are more spread out. Meaning that I won't be confusing the reading or even getting them bored of reading my essay because it's better to read when your thoughts are better thought out and separated. Finally from this essay, I see for myself that I have grown to become a better reader and writer since I know how to take feedback and revise and even know that I have to revise at certain places. Whether its grammar or punctuation or something that I need to have edited to make my essay better.  

Annotated Bibliography: R&B Music  
             R&B music has a deeper meaning behind the lyrics than people think it does. Different from Hip-Hop, R&B is more about love stories or even relationships between a special person and the singer that is built up or broken up because of a certain situation. “The memory's stalking me, uh. It's getting hard for me, uh '.Cause you're a part of me, uh. And I know we can't get caught up”. (https://genius.com/Her-couldve-been-remix-lyrics). The lyrics here from Tone Stith represent a deep connection that he has to a partner, but he can’t let himself or the partner to get too close with each other because they can both get into deep trouble with their original partners. And the verse where ”The memory’s stalking me” shows that he can't ever forget the memory of them being together the night that they were hooking up. The artist here is getting at how much they miss the person they were with because he knows that they can become a good couple or even have a good relationship, but they both have separate lives to get back to. This connects to R&B listeners who also may have had this kind of issue at least once in their lifetime while in another relationship. The artist's decision to choose those words specifically about the situation was to come off as something that was just deeper than just having a good time. He was having one of the best moments of his life, but he knows the costs of what he's doing so he doesn't want to actually go through with it. 
            Another R&B song that shows that R&B music has a deeper meaning to it than people think is ”Medicine” by Queen Naija. This song was made based on a situation that she personally experienced in a relationship, and she put her pain through the beats of music. She also mentions that she wants to change ”perspectives and letting them know they’re not alone in whatever they’re going through, ” (http://www.iamqueennaija.com/about/). She wants to let people, who listen to R&B music, to know that they aren't ”alone” as much as they think they are. The point of the song was to also to show the audience that men are not the only ones who can make one person in the relationship feel less than the other, but women can do it also. This is ultimately to get at the emotions not only to provide sympathy but it can also provide courage to other women that there is still hope for them to keep their pride. 

          H.E.R and Daniel Caesar made an R&B song together called ”Best Part” and that song has a lot of metaphors and deep meanings that were included. In one verse H. E. R was singing about how her partner to her, as she said, ” You're the coffee that I need in the morning” (https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/danielcaesar/bestpart.html). Another line, including Daniel Caesar, with a deep meaning, would also be ”You know that I see it I know you're a star”. The meaning behind both of those lines lies deep within the certain words that were chosen to represent their partners, such as ”coffee” which was used by H. E. R was meant to represent the great importance that her partner is. Because coffee is used to re-up someone's energy she is then comparing her partner to the coffee to send the message that he is her re-up. And the part where both singers said that their partners were a ”star” shows that they both take in how bright their partners shine on their lives. Because a star is a shining light in the night, the singers want their partners to know that they are the brightest person in their lives, showing the comparison between the star and their partner is how bright they are. For the audience, this creates an emotion where they feel to take their partner seriously towards how far they can go in their relationship it's built on beautiful metaphors that adore each other
         Another R&B song that had a lot of meaning inside of it was a song by Usher called ” There Goes My Baby”. In this song, he is singing about women that he\\\ has a real connection and vibe with, as he explains that, ” The feeling of it is if you have a true connection with somebody, no matter what happens in life, it will always come back” (https://www.songfacts.com/facts/usher/there-goes-my-baby). The meaning behind the song is to show that there is a ”real connection” with the person that you're with and that it won't go away from each of them. Because the song is showing that there is a real connection that you can find with someone, then that can give the audience hope that they can also find a connection that they have been missing for a while with someone who will be special to them. This also creates an emotional breakthrough for audiences who are in relationships that seem to be broken because now those people in the broken relationship can take a deeper look at their connection and see that no matter what they will come back to each other. 
           The second to last R&B song that has a lot of meaning behind the verses is a song called “Busted” by the Isley Brothers. In this song, the meaning behind the verse there is a deep metaphor that goes beyond just emotion, but more on how a girl tried to play him like he's a fool. Based on the line where he said, ”Trying to slick a can of oil who you think you fooling”(https://genius.com/The-isley-brothers-busted-lyrics). Based on that line the metaphor that Ron Isley sang, he wanted to compare himself to a ”can of oil” that JS was apparently ”Trying to slick”, all to show that she was playing with him and taking him for a fool. Little does she know that he is smarter than he may seem to her, which makes her look worse in the situation where she cheated on him. This can also create a means for men to know how to handle their emotions when their partner cheats on them, which is to make their partner look more foolish about what they committed, especially when they're caught. 
             Finally, one more song that has a deeper meaning based in the verses is a song called “When a Woman's Fed Up” by R.Kelly. In this song, he sings about how it looks when a woman has had enough of a man, and with this overall message, the verses in between the lines are to show the effects of how a man might react if he were to see that a women’s done with him. As sung in these few lines he said, “You can cry a river. 'Till an ocean starts to form, yeah. But she will always remember. 'Cause she's a woman scorned”(https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/2332276/R.+Kelly/When+a+Woman%27s+Fed+Up). Based on that verse the deeper meaning behind the lines is that when women have been bruised then they don't even want to be bothered by the man who hurt them. R.Kelly even says ”You can cry a river. Till an, ocean starts to form”, based on that line it shows how a man might react to losing their partner might actually react to their women being fed up with them. Because of how exaggerated the crying would be for men when a woman leaves them for being fed up then there is a deeper meaning towards why women will get fed up and how a man might react to that but the women won't care too much. 
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· From working on this type of essay I grew as a writer that knows more information on a specific topic. Because I was able to look deep in between lines and not just listen to the music, but also hear it and feel the vibe that it’s giving off. This also made me more aware of how I analyze music now because I gained more insight into how it’s not just about the song itself, but also the reason behind it. And why certain lyrics were put there. It gave a different type of feeling knowing what our talking about based on music that most people listen to but don't really take in much about the music.       
  More Solutions Than Problems
[bookmark: _GoBack]           The problem that I am presenting is on how the YouTube company wants to censor the amount of violence that some games present. Such as fighting games that have blood and gore in them, but the only reason that YouTube trying to censor those games being easily accessible to watch is because the sponsors who support YouTube wants to keep the split between what is considered adult content and what is considered kid content. So to keep the content under control YouTube decides to keep the game from being streamed by gamers accessible to everyone unless they meet the age requirement. Additionally, this may affect society to have a domino effect may occur. Where fewer views for YouTubers means less pay for them and fewer views means that people won’t know about certain games coming out which then means those games will get sold less and eventually that company selling the game will go out of business. So ultimately, the censoring can have a lot of really bad effects on gamers, YouTubers, and the economy for gaming companies. 

           Gamers are facing the danger of having certain games being available for them. Especially games that contain blood and gore inside them. For example, YouTuber Upper Echelon Gamers made a video on how the censorship of violent games might affect him and other gaming broadcasters. From his point of view, he sees that this will create a problem with how gamers will get information on games coming out or even updates on a game that is already out. (https://youtu.be/JBOVAh3Fb4A). Upper Echelon Gamers goes further on to explain that the effects of how games are priced and what this does to the economy for companies and games together seems detrimental. But he also brings up a point that the widely played game of Fortnite, which is just as violent but without blood, doesn't make it easier for his argument because he is at a disadvantage to bring in a rebuttal. 
           Another source would be an article talking about how Youtube is the biggest source of gameplay for a lot of gamers. There were at least 850 million people who watched YouTube for gameplay in 2018. With big numbers like that Youtube should promote more gameplay rather than take away, even if it is on bloody content. The source that I found was also explaining that MortalKombat11 the hot new fighting game out for the year wasn't selling as good as it was supposed to due to most gamers not even knowing about it first hand, and with that, the game didn't make as much profit as it should have. (https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.newsweek.com/mortal-kombat-11-youtube-content-algorithms-rules-1400525%3famp=1). 
              An additional source of information that I found seems to show that video games being censored by Youtube won't solve the problem of how violent kids are or even how other kids may buy the game. The article proves that there are other factors of people that can cause young gamers to be violent, which seems to be their environment and their IQ level. Also, people can purchase other violent content other than video games, and according to the article, it can also have the same effect on young kids so censoring games won't help the matter because it will simply transfer over to other content. And that will leave game creators at a disadvantage because they won't be about to figure out games in their platform that will be good enough to get out there in the media of Youtube to get sold. (https://techcrunch.com/2012/12/20/violent-video-games-do-cause-some-violence-but-censorship-wont-help/). 



Dear Youtubes’ chairmen, 
I know that you aren't trying to take away gamers' right to watch what they please but with the more regulations you have, it can have an effect on some YouTube gaming channels. Some channels can’t post any more of their gaming content and other channels are getting shut down because of this censorship. The censorship can also put those YouTubers out of business since they are getting either lower views or no views at all. If that's the case then the channels can't make as much money as they used to. Being that you guys are supported through sponsors there are rules that you have to follow as well, for one the free will to watch what you want should be one of them. If you want to make sure the split between adult content and kids' content is kept separate then there are other ways to do that rather than regulating everyone's content. First off, I do have evidence that there are YouTube channels and YouTubers from an article called the verge, and it explains how YouTube has been damaging some people's channels and their livelihood. (https://www.theverge.com/2016/9/1/12753108/youtube-is-over-party-advertising-monetization-censorship). That article speaks a lot on the effects YouTube censoring certain content really can have horrible effects on multiple channels, which is unfair to those YouTubers because some have taken a while to make them reach the point they're at. Now, all that hard work and dedication is down the drain for some of them. Another source that I have found additionally shows that parents are the ones who can tell their child or teenagers what they can and can’t play. If they seem to get out of line that shouldn't be anyone else's fault since it's between the parent and the child. The source also uses the first amendment right to prove their point. (https://www.firstamendment.com/game-censorship/). Lastly, I would like to propose that you provide an option where there are just parental controls to regulate the censorship, so the parent and child can have more control over what content they are allowed to see. Also, there should be an option where you get to choose for yourself if you can watch the video or not. 
Sincerely, 
Emmanuel Williams
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·  From revising this essay I have learned the art of perspective on how people can be affected in certain ways. Doing this research also helped me to look at a lot of problems differently, such as looking at how to reach out to certain crowds in certain ways. This taught me how to look for information on how people are affected and how many other factors are put in to show a domino effect that can potentially happen.                                                                                                                                            

From listening to my peers and how they did they did their presentation I was convinced that he grew. Moises did his presentation on how video games don't have a bad effect on kids since its a hobby. He argued that a hobby such as gaming can't harm anyone and the government wants to blame video games for the mental effects on a whole lot of kids nowadays. His presentation was like a TED talk the way he interacted with other people in the class and had a sheet of paper to pass around to people in the class. I can see that from earlier on in the semester that he has grown to be more interactive with the class as he goes up to the present. Also from what he wrote his paper on, he knew what he was talking about and was ready for the questions that were being proposed to him.
From looking at my work in my anecdote, I do see a big change in how more grammatically correct I am in my work. I also see that I don't make the same mistakes as before. I have become a better person being more involved in class and doing better than how I would in college.
Dear Professor Jewell, 
From this semester I have seen myself grown up a lot. My work has shifted from being a mediocre writer to something better. From interacting in class and asking questions I have seen that there are benefits to it. From the free writes to the essays that needed to be typed up. The take away that I have is that each assignment and reading that we have done has been a lesson to learn or have a takeaway from. I noticed from readings that were based on having a certain identity created a scope for the literary narrative. By giving me more insight into how I view my past self and how much I have changed to be the man I am today. My thinking has also shaped to look at other people and how they start to act, such as looking at how their culture is, based on language and other characteristics. Also, the critical thinking that we did in class discussions also helped me shape how other people may think, this gave insight to the similarities that I and other classmates may have but it also played into the differences that we had also. With that, there were discussions that led to either pure agreement or pure disagreement. Next, my writing has been coming together compared to the first drafts that I had I have seen that my essays have been getting better at making more sense and have been receiving good grammatical feedback. Also with the help of peers and other group work for my work to be read, it helped a lot to receive that kind of feedback to make my work better. Also, with the comments from the submitted work online I was really able to get more insight from all types of angles to present my best piece of work. Additionally, my participation in the class has been endless because I like to give my idea of thinking towards the whole class. Making others think about the comments that I had to say was a habit when I participated because of the questions that would also come up as I was the one talking. When I participated I also became more literate because I was able to learn more as I grew in my hunger to get at the work and keep going. Based on my papers you can also see the same thing that I became more literate using different words and creating my sentences in a way that makes sense and more mature when I write.
