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“Nu Bleu II” is a composition/painting that gained popularity due to its simplistic and unconventional notion of a feminine figure particularly inspired by African art focusing on the dramatized elongated arms and legs. This kind of concept became a common form of art décor in many households probably due to the slightly saturated blue and fluidity in the composition. Colors, signify different meanings. Nu Bleu II is a figure study done by Henri Matisse. This composition is one of my favorite paintings because of the calming effect it eludes and overall, visually pleasing. Matisse played a significant role in Modern Art during the Fauvist era. He is one of my favorite artists because he looked passed conventional traditional art. He sought to create a different artform in which he creatively expresses his experiences and, challenged the art world by developing one of the most significant movements in the early 20th century. He was intrepid because mixed reviews and opinions on not conforming to the more traditional styles were possible to arise. Henri Matisse, an extraordinary artist who stepped outside his own box and brought out an art style he genuinely, as an artist, enjoyed freely.
Henri Matisse was born Henri Emile Benoit Matisse on December 31, 1869, in Le Cateau-Cambresis, France. Coming from a middle-class household, Matisse grew up in Bohain-en-Vermandois and later attended the College de Saint Quentin. While in Paris, he pursued law in 1887 but later in 1889, he returned to Saint Quentin and worked as a law clerk. During this time, Matisse realized a level of dissatisfaction and anxiety the job held. It was then when the young artist discovered the freedom of painting, describing it as,“a kind of paradise”. His newly passion for the arts disappointed his father. Being gifted art supplies by his mother, the 20-year-old artist started to paint later in the year. In 1891, he pursued to study art at the Academie Julian and at the Ecole Nationales de Beaux-Arts. Matisse’s earlier artworks depicted still life and landscapes that were more of a traditional style. He was influenced by many art styles but found deep appreciation to Jean-Baptiste-Simeon Chardin who was an 18th century painter and considered a master of still life. Matisse was even inspired by works from impressionists. Though he received proficiency in the traditionalistic art, Matisse would soon later introduce a new form of art style. 

Fauvism was an art style debuted in 1904, created by Henri Matisse and Andre Derain, a French artist and cofounder of the movement, worked together to create a new style. Fauvism embraced the style of the “Les Fauves: which translates to “the wild beasts”. It was a movement which emphasized saturated vibrant primary colors. Matisse with a group of Fauves introduced and exhibited the art style together in a room at the Salon d’Automne in 1905. The following year, Matisse met Pablo Picasso and they both become genuine friends as well as rivals due to the event they are often compared. “The Cone” collection which is now exhibited in the Baltimore Museum of Art came about when the two artists bought an art salon in Paris and the Cone sisters became to be major patrons of the artists which brought a level of recognition. In 1907, painters were no longer producing fauvist style paintings. Later in his life, Matisse was confined to a wheelchair after a major surgery in 1941. This is when he turned his usual drawings to paper cut-outs because it was physically more manageable. During this time of his life, he worked on many notable artworks made from cut-outs. One major notable and influential composition by Matisse, “La Danse”, 1909 displays five dancing figures in a strong red color and contrasting background of green and painted in a childlike way. “La Danse”, was considered a key point in the development of modern painting.

Decades later, Matisse’s work remains relevant till now. Some of his work during the Fauvist era, paved the way for artists and future art movements years to come later. Now, in the present we see the influence Matisse had to other artists, and even fashion/interior designers. Sophie Theallet bellowed, “Matisse was such a multitalented artist, everything he touched was magic. I particularly love the Chapelle du Rosaire de Vence; his artistic touch on the religious is mesmerizing”. Theallet, who is a popular and successful French Designer, drew inspiration from Matisse’s work and transformed with the infusion of her own artistic flair. We can see bold colors and unsophisticated childlike shapes present in her designs. This is a clear example of how Matisse’s work impacted future artists. 

Matisse’s journey and creative process is apparent and valued, starting from the early 20th century to the mid-century. His self-discovery through art is reflected in his artworks. He was a creator and thought outside the traditional ideas and styles of art. I learned, Henri Matisse sought to step out the usual styles and developed his own. Though he was a competent painter he knew he didn’t just want paint landscapes and still life but beyond that. As an artist myself, I learned from Matisse, challenging yourself and creating something based on how you like to hold the paintbrush or use other utensils as a means of experimentation can lead to a spontaneous discovery. I love spontaneity and individuality; Matisse motivates me to embrace my inner child and create something that is different and uncommon. To express how I want to as an artist. I’ve completed a few compositions inspired by the sheer sense of spontaneity brought by Matisse, which I take a lot of proud to me. I also have “La Danse” hanging in my bedroom wall, and every day, the painting tells me to paint and create freely and fluidly. Matisse pushed boundaries and I take that with humble consideration.
