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Nu Bleu II is a composition/painting that has gained popularity and views due to its simplistic and unconventional notion of a feminine figure that is inspired by African art by the elongated arms and legs. It’s become a common art décor in most households probably due to the slightly saturated blue. Blue signifies calmness and intelligence, it’s an attractive and comforting primary color. Nu Bleu II is a figure study by Henri Matisse and the piece is one of my favorite paintings because of how calming and visually pleasing it is. The artwork truly encompasses the time and movement it came from. Matisse played a significant role in Modern Art during the Fauvist era. 

Henri Matisse was born Henri Emile Benoit Matisse on December 31, 1869, in Le Cateau-Cambresis, France. Coming from a middle-class household, Matisse grew up in Bohain-en-Vermandois and later attended the College de Saint Quentin. While in Paris, he pursued law in 1887 but later 1889 he returned to Saint Quentin and worked as a law clerk. During this time, Matisse realized the level of dissatisfaction and anxiety the job was. It was then when the young artist discovered the freedom of painting as “a kind of paradise. His newly passion for the art disappointed his father. Being gifted art supplies by his mother, the 20-year-oldrst started to paint later in the year of 1889. In 1891, pursued to study art at the Academie Julian and at the Ecole Nationales de Beaux-Arts. Matisse’s earlier artworks depicted still life and landscapes that were more of a traditional style. He was influenced by many art styles but found deep appreciation of Jean-Baptiste-Simeon Chardin and even by works of impressionists. Though he received proficiency in the traditionalistic art, Matisse would soon later introduce an art style that far from traditional.

Fauvism was an art style which debuted in 1904. Henri Matisse and Andre Derain worked together to create a new style of authentic colors and a disregard for the subject’s natural colors. Fauvism encompassed the style of Les Fauves which translates to “the wild beasts”. It was a movement which emphasized saturated vibrant primary colors and Matisse with a group of Fauves exhibited together in a room at the Salon d’Automne in 1905. The following year, Matisse met Pablo Picasso and they both become genuine friends as well as rivals due to the fact they are often compared. The Cone collection which is now exhibited in the Baltimore Museum of Art came about when the two artists bought an art salon in Paris and the cone sisters became to be major patrons of the artists. In 1907, painters were no longer producing fauvist style paintings. Later in his life, Matisse was confined to a wheelchair after a major surgery in 1941. This is when he turned his usual drawings to paper cut-outs because it was physically more manageable. This new form encouraged Matisse to simplify forms which also offered a different means of expression.

Matisse’s journey and creative process is apparent, starting from the early 20th century to the mid 1900’s. His self-discovery through art is reflected in his artworks. He was a creator and thought outside the traditional ideas and styles of art. The fauvist movement depicted Matisse’s creative process of straying from the norm and following a form of art that challenged the artworld.
