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Client: The New Yorker Magazine: 
Assignment 1: Create a set of spot illustrations  
for the magazine.

• Each week an illustrator creates a set  
of spots based on a theme or narrative.

• Typically there are 7-10 spots and they are  
sprinkled throughout the magazine.

• Illustrators are not assigned the work but 
rather send pitches into the magazine.
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Q: What is a spot illustration?

A: A small illustration used to accompany the text of a 
story, news article, website posting, magazine article, 
book interior, packaging, etc.

•	helps break up text

•	small in size, an inch or two

•	typically black and white or greyscale  
but can be in color

•	could be considered a cartoon:  
a drawing intended as satire, caricature, or humor Alexandra Pichard
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spot splits column spot in column

1” x 1.36”

1” x 1.45”
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“Also, I think if they were ganged up on a page, they would seem  
more like comics, and they’re not comics. They’re very loose narratives.” 

—Richard McGuire

Read article
Richard McGuire: The Art of the New Yorker Spot Illustration
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What is the concept or theme for these spot illustrations 
by Richard McGuire?
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Your spots should have a 
 

Theme or concrete concept  
concept: an abstract idea or general notion

and they may also 

Create a sequentional narrative/ tell a story 
or 

Show a process of events
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Your concept may 

• be based one one object

• be holiday, seasonal, or news focused

•be based on a joke, pun, or word play

• be summed up in one sentence 

Hannah Barcyzk
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Let’s look at some spots!
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The New Yorker 

August 15, 2022

Spots by artist Christoph Abbrederis

Concept: Fire Hydrant narrative
Loose comic style, black line work,  
grey tone, and single pop of red 
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The New Yorker 

July 5, 2021

Spots by artist Edward Steed

Concept: Monsters
Style: Appears to resemble woodcut  
or blockprint
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The New Yorker 

October 25, 2021

Spots by artist JooHee Yoon

Concept: Covid Halloween
Style: Line art with orange
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The New Yorker 

June, 27, 2022

Spots by artist Doris Liou

Concept: Pride Month
Style: Fine Line with rainbow pattern
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The New Yorker 

August 9, 2021

Spots by artist Antony Huchette

Concept: Rearview mirror
Style: B&W Line/ high contrast
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The New Yorker 

March 7, 2022

Spots by artist Edward Steed

Concept: Kid’s Haircut
Style: B&W Line
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Here a a few pitches I submitted as sketches.
(They were all rejected. Well I never heard back.)
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Ice Cream Cones
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Hair Transplant
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Metamorphosis
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FINAL ART

• You will create 6-10 finished spots.(You will have a few weeks to work so don’t panic) 
• Spots can be black and white, Black line with greyscale, or have minimal color.

• Spots can be done traditionally or digitally.

• Final spots will be viewed digitally as well as printed.

• 2 spots should be placed and printed in sample text that is printed.

• Spots are small so remember quality and concept are important.

• Style should be consistent.
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ASSIGNMENT, PART 1

1. BRAINSTORM: Start with writing, make a list, create a word web

2. Come up with at least 2 solid ideas to present/pitch, you can present 
more if you like. Write out each concept in a sentence. We will critique in 
class and help decide which direction to go in.

3. Have at least three “thumbnail” sketches for each concept. 

6 small sketches in total.

4. Sketch in your sketchbook or on paper

5. Post your word web, written concept, and sketches to Openlab.
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REMEMBER

Have fun! Put yourself into it. Ask yourself, what do I want to draw, what 
do I like to draw and see if you can find a theme or concept from that.

Stuck for ideas? I get my best ideas when taking a walk, daydreaming,  
going on a run, or taking a shower. Put your phone away.


