[bookmark: _GoBack] LIB 2205ID LEARNING PLACES: UNDERSTANDING THE CITY
1 classroom hour, 4 lab/studio hours, 3 credits

Course Description: This special topics course offers an interdisciplinary approach to investigating our built environment using a case study focused on a specific place each semester. This course combines physical examination with information research and data collection using methodologies developed in multiple disciplines. Students from a variety of departments engage in on-site exploration and in-depth research of a location in New York City. In this section of the course, students will explore several sites along the waterfront in south Brooklyn and examine issues related to ecology, urban planning, and social justice. 

Course context: This special topics course is an Interdisciplinary Liberal Arts and Sciences Course that applies toward the BTech/BS General Education Common Core College Option requirements.

Prerequisites: ENG 1101 and any Flexible Core Course

Instructors: Nora Almeida 

Required Supplies: notebook, pens, pencils for sketching and taking notes, digital camera or smartphone. This course uses ZTC (Zero Cost Textbook) materials. Instead of buying books, students will use open or freely available materials, including library licensed online resources, which will be made available through OpenLab.

OpenLab site: https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/groups/lib-arch2205id-almeida-sp21/ (in progress)

Land Acknowledgement: New York City is built on unceded land of the Lenape people–past, present, and future. The New York City College of Technology is among the thousands of institutions and businesses in this city that were founded upon exclusions and erasures of indigenous people, including the Lenape who were displaced from this land. This acknowledgement demonstrates a commitment to beginning the process of working to dismantle the legacies of settler colonialism. During this course we will learn about, critically examine, and intervene in the conditions in which colonial politics and capital industry have thrived. (adapted from statement: http://landacknowledgements.org/)    

Course Structure: This course combines a series of seminars with fieldwork, site visits, and on and off campus research. Combinations of individual and group assignments as well as class participation are the basis for the final grade. The culmination of the weekly assignments is a collaborative research project that takes the form of a podcast or public performative intervention. 



Grading: Final grade will be determined according to the breakdown below. All assignments, due dates, and rubrics will be reviewed and discussed in class. 

15% Citizenship   
45% Site Documentation Reports (3)   
5% Final Project: Proposal
10% Final Project: Annotated Bibliography
10% Final Project: Performance or Podcast
10% Final Project: OpenLab Project Site     
5% Final Project: In-Class Presentation 

Course Policies

[bookmark: _heading=h.ytu2payh2nz8]Citizenship: Every class matters, every person in this class matters, and every discussion matters. This course relies on your participation in class discussions, research activities, presentations, group projects, and field visits. Therefore, you should plan on attending every class meeting, arriving on time, and participating fully. Missed class time will impact your citizenship grade and grades on activities and assignments that require you to be present and participate.

Academic Integrity: Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the college recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension and expulsion.

LIB2205ID Learning Places: Understanding the City


Accessibility: This class only works if it works for everyone and I will do my very best to make content accessible and engaging to all students regardless of learning style or ability. City Tech is committed to supporting the educational goals of students with disabilities in the areas of enrollment, academic advisement, tutoring, assistive technologies and testing accommodations. If you have or think you may have a disability or if you are ill, you may be eligible for reasonable accommodations or academic adjustments. You may also request services for temporary conditions or medical issues
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under certain circumstances. If you have questions about your eligibility or would like to seek accommodation services or academic adjustments, please contact the Center for Student Accessibility http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/accessibility/

Outline of Class Meetings
	Week
	Topic
	Assignments due

	Week 1
	Course themes and key terms introduced; films, readings, and discussions 
	

	Week 2
	Guest lecture: land use and urbanism (Jason Montgomery, Architectural Technology Dept); field visit assignment overview; developing research questions 
	

	Week 3
	Site visit #1 Cadman Plaza and MetroTech Commons; spatial rules; ownership of space; intro to place based research
	

	Week 4
	Guest lecture: Brooklyn waterfront (Susan Phillip, Hospitality Dept); ecology and industry; finding and evaluating sources 
	Field report 1

	Week 5
	Site Visit #2 Gowanus walking tour; urban development and civic engagement; ethnography and observation
	

	Week 6
	Performance and disruption; media making and performance activities; land use research 
	Field report 2

	Week 7
	Site Visit #3 Red Hook facilitated performance and ecological activities; the anthropocene
	

	Week 8
	Guest Lecture: spatial subversion, protest and occupation (Ben Shepard, Human Services Dept); archival research 
	Field report 3

	Week 9
	Site Visit #4: Interference Archive; Final Project: Theme / Site Selection + Group Formation 
	

	Week 10
	Research Seminar: Annotated Bibliography; Group Work: research and analysis 
	

	Week 11
	Group Work: research and analysis; Annotated Bibliography
	Final project proposal

	Week 12
	Podcast / performance workshop development; media making
	Annotated bibliography

	Week 13
	Group work: final project
	

	Week 14
	Group work: final project editing and documentation
	

	Week 15
	Final project presentations & reflections
	Final projects



General Education Learning Outcomes / Assessment Methods

	Learning Outcomes
	Assessment Methods


	Upon successful completion of this course the student shall be able to:

	To evaluate the students’ achievement of the
learning objectives, the professor will do the
following:


	1. Develop, purposefully connect and integrate knowledge from a range of architectural, urban studies, information science, and other disciplinary perspectives presented in the course.

	1. Review the final assignment to evaluate integrative, multidisciplinary thinking.



	2. Utilize skills in inquiry/analysis to derive meaning from experience as well as gather information from observation.

	2. Review the students’ site documentation report,
research notes, and diagrams


	3. Demonstrate and apply information literacy aptitude by gathering, interpreting, evaluating and applying information discerningly from a variety of sources.

	3. Review the students’ research methodology proposal, annotated bibliography, and team research assignments to evaluate critical thinking and analysis across disciplines.




Interdisciplinary Learning Outcomes / Assessment Methods

	Learning Outcomes
	Assessment Methods


	Upon successful completion of this course the
student shall be able to:

	To evaluate the students’ achievement of the
learning objectives, the professor will do the
following:


	1. Purposefully connect and integrate across-discipline knowledge and skills to solve problems.

	1. Review student reflections and final projects to evaluate integrative, multidisciplinary thinking.


	2. Synthesize and transfer knowledge across disciplinary boundaries.

	2. Review student reflections and the final 
assignment to evaluate integrative,
multidisciplinary thinking

	3. Comprehend factors inherent in complex problems.

	3. Review the students’ research methodology proposal, and bibliography to evaluate critical thinking and analysis across disciplines.


	4. Think critically, communicate effectively, and
work collaboratively
	4. Review the students’ class citizenship and research notes and diagrams; review the final assignment to evaluate critical thinking, effective communication, and effective collaboration.


	5. Become flexible thinkers.
	5. Review the students’ site documentation report, notes, sketches, and photographs to evaluate the discovery process.



Course Intended Learning Outcomes / Assessment Methods

	Learning Outcomes
	Assessment Methods


	Upon successful completion of this course the
student shall be able to:

	To evaluate the students’ achievement of the
learning objectives, the professor will do the
following:


	1. Use the city as a laboratory for learning.
	1. Review the students’ site documentation reports, notes, sketches, and photographs to evaluate the care of observation and the reflection of important issues discovered.


	2. Develop a methodological approach to research.

	2. Review the students’ research methodology proposal, annotated bibliography, and team research assignment to evaluate critical thinking and analysis across disciplines.



	3. Understand the cultural, social and economic processes that guide the physical development of the built environment.

	3. Review the students’ research notes and diagrams; Review the team research assignment and the final report assignment to evaluate integrative, multidisciplinary thinking.



	4. Use analytical skills to investigate places
	4. Review the students’ site documentation report, notes, sketches, and photographs to evaluate the care of observation and the reflection of important issues discovered.


	
5. Develop, document, catalogue, and organize information to make it accessible to the public.

	5. Review the students’ site documentation report, notes, sketches, and photographs to evaluate the care of observation and the reflection of important issues discovered; review the final report to evaluate integrative, multidisciplinary thinking.


	6. Apply observational skills to research and analysis.

	6. Review the students’ notes, sketches, and photographs to evaluate the care of observation and the reflection of important issues discovered.
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