
Interdisciplinary Course Coordinator’s Report for CCCC, Fall 2021 
Prepared by Dr. Amanda Almond, Associate Professor, Social Science (Psychology) 

Context: The information presented below is based on my work as Course Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Courses, 

which began in the Fall of 2018. In the Spring of 2018, I began the “Course Integrity Working Group” within the ID 

committee. This group is responsible for reviewing syllabi from all ID course sections every semester. It is 

comprised of a rotating group of ID committee member volunteers. Guest lecture verification forms were changed 

to electronic format in the Summer of 2018, which also allowed for easier tracking of compensation.  

Information: 

• Total number of Interdisciplinary Courses at City Tech: 34 

• Number of Interdisciplinary Courses that haven’t been taught for 2+ semesters: 7 

• Number of ID Courses currently offered at City Tech: 27 

• Number of faculty members teaching Interdisciplinary Courses: 55* 

o *This number is conflated: several courses are co-taught by 2+ faculty members 

• Part-time faculty teaching Interdisciplinary courses: 10  

• Number of courses using guest lecturers: 21 (out of 27 currently offered, or 78%) 

• Number of courses co-taught by 2+ professors: 6 

 

*a note about re-designated courses (in gray). This figure includes not only re-designated ID sections but also 

changes made to previously designated ID courses (e.g., changing the discipline of guest lectures) as well changes 

in format (i.e., going fully/partially online).  

Relevant Discussion: Each semester brings an opportunity to learn from nuances and intricacies. This academic 

year, I’ve begun a conversation with the ID committee chairs on the complexities of running additional sections of 

a particular course ahead of having the commitments from guest lecturers. For example, a new faculty member 

(full or part-time) is assigned an ID section of a course, increasing the overall number of sections for that course. 

Guest lecturers for the previous/other sections of that course are not obligated to give more lectures. In fact, we 

are starting to see disciplinary “drain”, where there are not enough willing lecturers for a particular topic (or those 

willing have exceeded the maximum number of courses for compensation). This is not easily resolved, i.e., by 

plugging in another guest lecturer. If the discipline of a lectures shifts within an ID course, so do the objectives, and 

then this gets tracked when faculty submit a short form denoting such a change. This is not always problematic, 

but it does require the coordination of Chairs, ID faculty, guest lecturers, ID course coordinator, and the ID 

committee (who reviews and votes on changes).  
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