New York City College of Technology

Interdisciplinary Committee

Change of Interdisciplinary Format Form for an Existing Course
(or designated section of an existing ID course)

DATE:  4/24/2020 
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: SOC 3302ID: Environmental Sociology
CREDIT HOURS: 3
CURRENT COURSE DESIGNATION:
(College Option
(Elective
X   Capstone
(Other

DEPARTMENT HOUSED IN: Social Science
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: This course will discuss the complex interactions between societies and the natural environments on which they depend. Special emphasis will be placed on the link between the deepening ecological crisis and the operation of the capitalist socio-economic system.

CURRENT STRUCTURE: Guest lectures
NUMBER OF SECTIONS CURRENTLY OFFERED: 
Fall semester__1___
Spring semester__2___

CHANGE OF INSTRUCTOR: 

( Yes 

X  No

CHANGE IN INSTRUCTOR’S DEPARTMENT/DISCIPLINE:
( Yes

X  No

CHANGE IN GUEST LECTURER(S): 
( Yes

X No


Are one or more guest lecturers from a different discipline than originally proposed?  
( Yes

X No
IF CO-TAUGHT, CURRENT CREDIT DISTRIBUTION: NA
PROPOSED CHANGE IN INTERDISCIPINARY FORMAT: NA
From: (Guest lecturers __ minimum 20% __other %(Co-taught
(Shared credits(Learning Community  
To: (Guest lecturers___ minimum20% __other %(Co-taught
(Shared credits (Learning community 
PROPOSED BY: Diana Mincyte
If co taught: Names of those co-teaching: NA
Briefly explain reasoning for changing the format of the currently offered sections, or if new sections of the course are being offered for the first time, explain briefly the rationale for the change in format.
Rationale: I am writing to request to change the course format from partially online (hybrid) to fully online to accommodate students who need to take fully online courses due to health concerns. At this time, there are no ID courses that are scheduled to run fully online in the Fall semester. As somebody who has an over a decade-long experience of teaching online courses and is engaged in the College-wide online transition, I have a deep understanding of the challenges and capacities that online teaching offers and knowledge of how to complete it in an effective way.
Guest lecturers and interactivity: I have confirmed with my three regular guest lecturers and they agreed to deliver their guest lecture online in the following format:

Sean MacDonald (environmental economics): Live Zoom lecture that enables students to ask questions directly and engage in discussions. The session will be recorded and posted online for access during the rest of the semester.

Robert MacDougall (philosophy): Live Zoom lecture that enables students to ask questions and engage in discussions. The session will be recorded and posted online for access during the rest of the semester.

Gulgun Bayaz Ozturk (behavioral economics): Pre-recorded Zoom lecture posted online; students will interact with the guest lecturer by completing online assignments (see below).
Since interactivity is already the single most important requirement for all hybrid and online courses at City Tech, I will do what I usually do in all my online courses to ensure that students interact with course materials in diverse ways and using interdisciplinary perspectives. This includes:

a) creating discussion board forums for each guest lecture where students answer questions individually and post comments on their classmates’ responses. These questions will be based on the contents of guest lectures. I will grade the posts and share the feedback with the guest lecturers.
b) creating group assignments where students have to discuss different disciplinary approaches. For example, Gulgun Bayaz Ozturk’s guest lecture touches on climate change. In the group discussion assignment after the guest lecture, I might ask each group to discuss how differently behavioral economists vs. sociologists study climate change. To close the loop, the guest lecturers will receive student comments and will have an opportunity to write back.
c) including a requirement to apply a set of concepts from guest lectures in research papers and sharing sample papers with the guest lecturers.
d) including questions from guest lectures in midterm and final exam and sharing the results with the guest lecturers.
