New York City College of Technology

IDS Committee

December 12, 2019

In Attendance: Reneta Lansiquot, Sean MacDonald, Amanda Almond, Monica Berger, Gwen Cohen Brown, Tamrah Cunningham, Marta Effinger-Crichlow, Ezra Halleck, Anne Leonard, Diana Mincyte, Laureen Park, Denise Sutton, Christopher Swift, Robert Walljasper
Absent: Candido Cabo, Reginald Blake, Heidi Boisvert, Olufemi Sodeinde 
Excused: Jean Hillstrom, Aida Egues
1. Approval of minutes from November 14, 2019.  Motion to approve minutes: Gwen. Second: Chris. All in favor.
2. Resolution on library parity for ID guest lectures. Motion to approve change from “school year” to “semester” to ensure consistency: Anne. Second: Chris. All in favor. Motion to approve the resolution: Gwen. Second: Chris. All in favor. 
3. Discussion of THE3000/LAW3000 Theatre of Law
· Original proposal discussed at the March 14 meeting. Revised proposal submitted on November 13. Committee members expressed strong support for the law course, but there were several concerns with the ID proposal: A) the scope of the course proposal does not adhere to what the New York State Education Department considers a liberal arts and sciences course due to its specialized focus. (Commenting on a different, but relevant topic, during the last College Council meeting the Provost has made a distinction between an art history course that is GenEd, and studio and performance arts courses that are not). A course has to qualify as a GenEd course for it to be designated as an ID course at City Tech. B) The course is designed exclusively for law and paralegal studies students; if this is an ID course, it needs to be open to all students, taking GenEd courses. C) It does not have an overarching theme that calls for an interdisciplinary perspective, a requirement for ID courses at City Tech. 

· The committee discussed the following solutions: 

· Expand the scope of the course to consider the intersection between performance and law beyond the courtroom setting and move beyond plays to consider a broader range of performances of law. To do so, it might be helpful to engage with such issues as, for example, how social movements function as performative ways to challenge and engage with laws. Similarly, a focus on race and gender might provide a helpful vantage point for considering inequalities and power differentials in performances of the legal system; the O. J. Simpson is a case in point. Additionally, a closer look at how different media channels shape performances would yield a deeper understanding of the settings in which such performances take place. Engaging with the field of communications would also be helpful in this respect.
· Revise readings and course assignments so that they not only teach students to perform in the courtroom, but to understand, reflect and critically engage with other settings in which laws are performed.

· A deeper engagement with philosophical debates and current social theories of performance about social norms, laws, and truth-claims would enable the students to develop deeper critical thinking and analysis skills that are key learning outcomes across GenEd courses. 

· To meet the ID course requirements, develop a broader interdisciplinary theme that integrates perspectives from both disciplines. There should clearly be more of a GenEd focus, rather than a law and acting focus. Overall, there is the need for a theme that ties the course together. 
· Moving forward: Marta and Sean volunteered to work with the proposers to help answer questions and review drafts ahead of the January 27, 2020 deadline. A revised version of the proposal should be submitted to the committee by January 27, for consideration at our next meeting on February 13.
4. Discussion of changes in PHIL 2203ID and ARTH 2110ID
· No additional review of PHIL 2203ID is necessary because there are no substantial changes in the course format or content (the only change is a new instructor who is also a philosopher).
· Since new instructors are from different disciplines, they should seek the ID committee approval prior to teaching ARTH 2110ID.
