New York City College of Technology

IDS Committee

October 10, 2019

In Attendance: Reneta Lansiquot, Sean MacDonald, Monica Berger, Candido Cabo, Gwen Cohen Brown, Tamrah Cunningham, Ezra Halleck, Diana Mincyte, Laureen Park, Christopher Swift
Absent: Olufemi Sodeinde, Robert Walljasper
Excused: Reginald Blake, Heidi Boisvert, Marta Effinger-Crichlow, Aida Egues, Jean Hillstrom, Anne Leonard, Denise Sutton
On-leave: Amanda Almond
1. Approval of minutes from September 26, 2019. Motion to approve minutes: Monica. Second: Laureen. All in favor.
2. Course for recommendation vote:
· HIS 3209 History of Technology, Geoff Zystra. Geoff has been informed (by Reneta) that his proposed course section was recommended for ID designation, provided that it meets the requirement that 20% of the course is taught by guest lecturers.
3. IDS Ad-Hoc Course Integrity Working Group, Jean Hillstrom (written report). 
· Overview provided; major issues with two sections of SBS 2000ID and SOC 2380ID reported. 
4. Interdisciplinary Studies minor and “IDS” designation update. 

· Update on the proposal to develop an IDS minor.
· Moving forward—complete research on and develop a framework for a) how to fit minors within the GenEd curriculum and b) how to design the IDS minor track in this new framework. 
· Discussion on possible ways to develop the IDS minor. Chris noted that there are efforts to establish specializations in the Schools of Arts and Science. Reneta pointed out that this is related to “options” in the LAA/LAS associate degree programs that are not ID, and not minors. 
5. Status of IDS “learnop” ListServ, Monica Berger.

· Brief overview of listserve goals.
· First round of tests completed; problems communicating with CUNY listserve manager.
· Moving forward—second round of tests will be performed; all members of the committee will be added to the list for the final test before making the listserv available to the College community. 

· Monica will post directions on the Openlab IDS site

6. Status of “Library’s statement on parity for guest lecture compensation,” Anne Leonard 
· Need to establish parity for guest lecture compensation: unlike other City Tech faculty, librarians are not compensated for their guest lectures in ID courses; 

· Points of concern: Introductions to library resources cannot count as ID lectures, i.e. guest lectures should be based on the discipline of library and information sciences. 
· Possible solutions: Reneta suggested that if professors teaching ID courses need introduction to library resources, they should be requesting separate visits by librarians assigned to their departments. 

7. Best practices for peer-observation of ID courses, Diana Mincyte 
· Form reviewed; suggestions to move the syllabus section up; the most recent version will be uploaded on the IDC website before next meeting.
· Points of concern: Observers might not be acquainted with the ID teaching, this form should address this issue

· Broader issues: professors are often penalized for teaching ID courses, as student evaluations tend to be lower current; the main issue is that the current student evaluation instrument is not appropriate for ID courses; students should be evaluating the ID course experience.
8. Subcommittee chair reports.
· Review of subcommittees activities.
· Points of concern: not everyone is aware of what subcommittees they are serving on; subcommittees need to meet their programming goals. 
· Moving forward—members review/update their membership in subcommittees; chairs ensure subcommittees are set to meet their goals.
