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In-Class Meetings: M-305, Wed 2:30-5pm 
Campus Office Hours: Mon 9:30am-11:30pm 
Course Description 
This course will discuss the complex interactions between societies and the natural environments on which they depend. Special emphasis will be placed on the link between the deepening ecological crisis and the operation of the capitalist socio-economic system
Course Prerequisites

CUNY proficiency in reading and writing, English 1101 and any SOC* or ANTH* course 

Course Format
This course is a hybrid, interdisciplinary course, consisting of 6 regular in-class meetings and 9 on-line meetings (on 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/29, 4/5, 4/26, 5/3 and 5/24). Both in-class and on-line class complements are equally important for the successful completion of the course. 

Taking on-line (or partially on-line) courses poses a different set of challenges than regular classes and require developing particular time management and independent work skills. To ensure that you are prepared for the on-line component of this course, you will be asked to take the Student Readiness Survey before the second class meeting: http://websupport1.citytech.cuny.edu/websupport1/It/online/students/crashcourse/crashcourse.htm. 
As an interdisciplinary course, SOC 3302 will cover readings from different disciplines, including history, economics, psychology, and philosophy, and will also feature at least three guest lectures from different fields during the in-class meetings. 

More broadly, this course will be taught as a discussion seminar. To make our class interesting, thought provoking, and enjoyable it is imperative that you read the assigned readings for each week with care. I expect you to engage fully with the material and anticipate that you will bring questions, opinions, responses, and ideas born of your individual scholarly interests to share with your classmates in-class and on-line. 

Course Requirements
1. Required Readings

All required readings will be posted on Blackboard under Contents. 

2. Internet Connection
To access the on-line component of this class, you will need a computer with a minimum of a 56k modem or high-speed Internet access. Make sure you are using Firefox 3.0x or later or Internet Explorer 8 or higher browsers. JavaScript, Java, and Cookies must be enabled and pop-up windows should be allowed. Please note that Chrome and Safari are not supported. 
3. Technology Requirements  
A. City Tech email: All communications related to this class will take place via City Tech email. If you do not know your City Tech email login information, go to http://mail.citytech.cuny.edu/UserIdLookupA/ and claim your account. If you need additional help with your City Tech email, contact the Help Desk at 718-260-4900 or via email studenthelpdesk@citytech.cuny.edu. You may also go to the Atrium, First Floor A-114. 
B. Blackboard: Blackboard will be our virtual classroom. It can be accessed by logging into your account at CUNY Portal at https://cunyportal.cuny.edu/cpr/authenticate/portal_login.jsp. It is imperative that you log in and create a Blackboard account either before or immediately our first class meeting. Blackboard training workshops schedule can be accessed at http://websupport1.citytech.cuny.edu/studentworkshops.html. You can also visit the Lab G600 itec@citytech.cuny.edu or call (718) 254-8565. 
Attendance 
Attendance is required for all class meetings. The City Tech policy allows a maximum of 2 absences in classes that meet once a week. Three absences will result in lowering your grade by 10% (or full letter grade) from your grade. Four or more absences will result in a grade of WU (unofficial withdrawal with penalty). 
In-class: I will take attendance promptly at the beginning of each class meeting. Make sure to arrive on time. Two cases of lateness will count as one absence.

On-line: You are required to login and read all on-line materials on Blackboard at least on 2 separate occasions during the week that we are meeting on-line. You are also required to answer questions on Discussion Board on Blackboard and comment on at least one of your classmate’s post (see the Participation rubric for more details) during the weeks we are meeting on-line. The deadline for submitting your assignments is Tuesday 11:59pm and posting responses to your classmates is Wednesday 2:30pm. Failing to complete these assignments on Discussion Board will count as absence in that week’s class. Each submission of on-line assignments that is up to 30 minutes late will count as lateness. Submitting your on-line responses more than 30 minutes late counts as absence. 
Grading
Course Grade Range

	A
	93-100
	C
	70-76.9

	A-
	90-92.9
	D
	60-69.9

	B+
	87-89.9
	F
	59.9 and below

	B
	83-86.9
	WU
	Unofficial Withdrawal

	B-
	80-82.9
	WF
	Withdrew Failing

	C+
	77-79.9
	
	


Final Grade Distribution

	1. Participation 
	25% (10% in-class, 15% on-line)

	2. Mid-term
	20%

	3. Final Exam
	25%

	4. Research Project
	35% (5% bibliography, 20% essay, 5% presentation)


1. Participation
Participation grade is based on your participation in class activities and discussions.

In-class participation: All students are expected to meaningfully contribute to class discussions and complete in-class assignments. Grading Criteria: relevance, demonstration of knowledge of assigned readings, active participation and contribution to class discussions, deep and respectful engagement with your classmates’ opinions. 
On-line participation: All students will be graded based on quality and quantity of the posts on Discussion Board on Blackboard. To earn full participation points, you must complete all the assignments posted on the Discussion Board by 11:59pm on Tuesday before our on-line class meeting. These assignments will include 2-5 questions related to the readings or one longer reflection essay. In addition to writing your own post, you will have to meaningfully respond to at least one post by your classmates per week. Your comments are due by 2:30pm on Wednesday during the week we are meeting on-line. 
Grading Criteria: relevance of your post to the assignment and on-going discussions, demonstration of knowledge of assigned readings, deep and respectful engagement with your classmates’ opinions, clarity of your writing style and grammar. Please note that your post should be substantial, i.e. “I agree” or “I disagree” is not enough. Explain your position thoroughly and provide examples. A typical posting is expected to be 75-200 words.
On-line Etiquette
Just like in face-to-face class meetings, you are expected to be polite, sensitive, thoughtful, and respectful in relation to your classmates’ opinions, especially in cases when you do not agree with them. Remember that Discussion Board is designed for deepening your knowledge of course materials, not for sharing personal issues. If you are facing an issue or have a question, you can email me at my City Tech email. I check my email several times per day and will respond within 24 hours. 
2. Exams
Mid-term and final exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. The final exam will be cumulative and in addition to multiple choice questions will include a longer essay question based on the concepts covered in readings. 
3. Research Project
The purpose of the research project assignment is to deepen students’ understanding of the key issues related to environmental problems; connect the theories covered in readings and lectures to real life situations and events; and develop research and writing skills by engaging with interdisciplinary. The assignment consists of five steps:

1. The first step includes choosing an environmental problem and identifying at least 10 sources that are relevant for the topic. Choose one environmental issue that you think will have a long lasting and/or important impact on society (e.g. smog in cities, toxic drift of pesticides, water contamination). Educate yourself about the topic by researching online resources (these include City Tech library sources as well as a number of other reliable sources that we will discuss in this class) and summarize your findings. Make sure to incorporate sources relying on different disciplinary approaches. You can work individually or in teams of up to three students.
Annotated Bibliography Assignment: Prepare a list of at least 10 relevant sources, including research articles, books, scientists’ biographies or their lab webpages, videos, images, or wiki pages. Each source has to be formatted following the APA style and have a brief, four-five sentence summary explaining what it is about and how it is relevant for your project. Due: submit electronic copy saved as a Word document on Blackboard under Assignments by 11:59pm on Thursday, March 9. Grading Criteria: relevance, number of sources, summary, grammar, and citation formatting.

2. The second step is forming the main thesis of the paper by reading scholarly articles and popular writings/media on your chosen topic. 

3. The third step is preparing an outline that shows how the argument will be presented and what evidence will be used. 
Research Paper Outline: Prepare and submit your paper outline via Blackbaord. It should be detailed enough to show how each part of your paper will be developed. Make sure to include an introduction and conclusions. Due: submit an electronic copy saved as a Word document on Blackboard under Assignments by 11:59pm on Thursday, April 15. Grading Criteria: relevance, number of sources, summary, grammar, and citation formatting.
4. The fourth and the most important step is writing the paper. 
Research Paper: The paper should follow a general research paper outline and include an introduction, thesis, evidence, and the conclusions summarizing the argument and considering its broader implications. It should be written in a clear, grammatically correct language, and be well-organized. The paper has to include the following elements:

a. Your name (and the name of your teammates, if you work in a team. Only ONE submission per project)

b. Title

c. Introduction and overview of your chosen environmental issue

d. Explanation of why it is important 

e. Application of at least 2 concepts covered in the class to the analysis of the chosen issue

f. Consideration of how it is likely to impact lives of people coming from different socio-economic background, race and ethnicity, age, and gender. 

g. Revised annotated bibliography (does not count towards word count
h. It should be 2,000 - 2,500 words long (approx. 10 pages) and has to be saved as a Word document. Use 1’margins, 12 point Times New Roman font, and double spacing. 
Due: 11:59pm on Thursday, May 18. Submit your papers saved as Word documents via Blackboard. To prevent plagiarism (copying the work of other authors without citation information), each paper will be submitted through SafeAssign in Blackboard. SafeAssign is a software that compares course papers against an extensive database containing books, articles, numerous on-line resources, and papers written by other students. In addition to identifying similarities in different texts, SafeAssign helps students to learn how to correctly attribute sources.
Grading Criteria: addressing all required points, effectiveness of the narrative, grammar and style, revised bibliography, formatting.
5. Prepare a 5-7 minute presentation summarizing your findings about your chosen environmental issue. 
In-Class Presentation:  Prepare a Prezi or PowerPoint presentation that accompanies your oral presentation. Make sure to be concise and organized. Do not cram too much information in your slides. In most cases, 5-7 slides includes the optimum amount of information. Due: May 10 or May 17 (you will be able to sign up on April 19). Grading Criteria: organization of the presentation, clarity, effectiveness of communication, visual presentation, and substantive summary.
Academic Integrity at City Tech

Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in the City of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion.
Schedule (Online sessions highlighted in green)
	Lecture
	Topic
	Homework 

	1. Feb 1
	Introductions; nature and society; environmental issues 
	No Readings


	
	
	

	2. Feb 8
	Foundational theoretical approaches in environmental sociology
	1. Reading: Pellow and Brehm “An Environmental Sociology for the Twenty-First Century” (study guide questions for all lectures are available in the Lecture PowerPoints folder under Contents on Blackboard)
3. Assignment (due before class meeting on February 8): Take an on-line learning preparedness test and email a screenshot of your results to me at dmincyte@citytech.cuny.edu:
Test: http://websupport1.citytech.cuny.edu/websupport1/It/online/students/crashcourse/crashcourse.htm
4. In-class Activities: Online learning orientation 

	
	
	

	3. Feb 22
    On-line
	Industrial revolution; environmental history of New York City 

	1. Reading: Stradling, “The Nature of New York” (available on Blackbaord)
2. Assignment (due 11:59pm Tuesday, Feb 21): Post responses to Lecture 3 questions on Discussion Board 
Do not forget to meaningfully respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. Due 2:30pm Wednesday, Feb 22. 

	
	
	

	4. Mar 1
On-line
	Risk society: ecological modernization; reflexive consumption

	1. Reading: Lecture 6 readings on Blackboard

DuPuis, “Not in My Body” in Agriculture and Human Values
2. Assignment (due 11:59pm Tuesday, Feb 28): Post responses to Lecture 4 questions on Discussion Board 
Do not forget to meaningfully respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. Due 2:30pm Wednesday, Mar 1.

	
	
	

	5. Mar 8 

On-line
	Exploring ecosystem services and footprints 
	1. Reading: Lecture 5 readings on Blackboard 
Luck et al. ”Ethical considerations in on-ground applications of the ecosystem services concept.”

2. Assignment (due 11:59pm Tuesday, March 7): Post responses to Lecture 5 question on Discussion Board. 
Do not forget to meaningfully respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. Due 11:59pm Wednesday, Mar 8.
3. Annotated Bibliography Assignment for Research Project (due 11:59pm Thursday, March 9): Submit a complete and formatted bibliography list along with a short (1-3 sentences) description of your research project. For more details on this assignments, see page 5.

	
	
	

	6. Mar 15
On-line
	Citizen science and environmental activism

	1. Reading: Lecture 8 reading on Blackboard
Ottinger, “Buckets of Resistance: Standards and the Effectiveness of Citizen Science” in Science, Technology and Human Values 

2. Assignment (due 11:59pm on Wednesday, Mar 15): Post responses to Lecture 6 questions on Discussion Board.
Do not forget to meaningfully respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. Due 11:59pm Wednesday, Mar 15.

	
	
	

	7. Mar 22

	Psychological insights in changing consumer behaviors (guest lecture); sustainable consumption
	1. Readings: Lecture 7 reading on Blackboard (TBA)
2. In-class activities: Guest lecture by Prof. Jean Hillstrom; mid-term exam review; feedback on annotated bibliographies

	
	
	

	8. Mar 29
On-line
	Mid-term Exam
	1. Reading: No readings, follow instructions and take the Midterm exam on Blackboard. This exam will cover course materials for lectures 1 through 6 and will include multiple choice and essay questions based on the study guides available on Blackboard.

	
	
	

	9. Apr 5
On-line
	Energy politics and issues
	1. Readings: Lecture 9 reading on Blackboard 
Schafft et al, “Local impacts of unconventional gas development within Pennsylvania’s Marcellus Shale region”

2. Assignment (due 11:59pm Tuesday, April 4): Post responses to questions on Discussion Board.
3. Paper Outline Assignment (due 11:59pm Thursday, April 6): The assignment has to be submitted electronically via Blackboard under Assignments. For more details on this assignment, see page 5 (above).

Do not forget to meaningfully respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. Due 11:59pm Wednesday, Apr 5.

	
	
	

	10. Apr 19
	Environmental Economics (guest lecture); sustainable development
	1. Reading: Lecture 10 readings on Blackboard (TBA)
2. In-class Activity: Guest lecture by Prof. Sean MacDonald; Signing up for final presentations

	11. Apr 26
On-line
	Global inequalities; the body and health in environmental ethics
	1. Reading: Lecture 11 readings on Blackboard 
Scheper-Hughes “The Last Commodity” in Global Assemblages
2. Assignment (Due 11:59pm Tuesday, April 25): Post responses to questions on Discussion Board.
Do not forget to meaningfully respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. Due 11:59pm Wednesday, April 26.

	
	
	

	12. May 3
On-line
	Environmental technologies; Big Data
	1. Reading: Lecture 12 readings on Blackboard
Duffy, “Waging a War to Save Biodiversity” in International Affairs

2. Assignments (Due 11:59pm Tuesday, May 2): Post responses to questions on Discussion Board.
Do not forget to meaningfully respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts. Due 11:59pm Wednesday, May 3.

	
	
	

	13. May 10

	DIY practices; recycling; guest lecture (TBA)
	Readings: Lecture 13 readings on Blackboard (TBA)
Assignments: Be prepared to answer questions and discuss the reading.
In-class Activities: Guest lecture (TBA); Group 1 presentations


	
	
	

	14. May 17
	Course overview; presentations

	Readings: No readings
Research Paper Assignment (due 11:59pm Thursday, May 18): The assignment has to be submitted electronically via Blackboard under Assignments. For more details on this assignment, see page 5 (above).

In-class Activities: Group 2 Presentations; Final Exam review

	
	
	

	15. May 24
On-line
	Final Exam
	Readings: No readings, Final exam. This exam will cover course materials for lectures 1 through 14 and will include multiple choice, short answer questions, and one essay question.

	
	
	


Capstone Designation

This course fulfills the LAA/LAS Associate Capstone requirement, though it can also be taken for other requirements and electives. The City Tech LAA/LAS Associate Capstone is designed for students entering their second year in the program. LAA/LAS Associate Capstone courses are meant to prepare students to continue their studies in a bachelor's degree, third-year, or junior, level. In addition, Associate Capstone courses are meant to help students develop an awareness of the importance of knowledge, values and skills developed in general education courses; and to integrate this knowledge, these values and these skills into their advanced academic study and professional careers. Please ask the instructor if you have any questions about what the LAA/LAS Associate Capstone requirement entails.
Course Intended Learning Outcomes/Assessment Methods
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT METHODS

	1.  Describe and demonstrate an understanding of the major manifestations of the ecological crisis and relate them to social and economic forces.
	Combination of exams including multiple choice and short essay assignments, quizzes, lectures, discussions of multimedia materials, in-class discussions, small group workshops, and oral presentations.



	2. Distinguish the main theoretical approaches within the field of environmental sociology.

	Combination of exams including multiple choice and short essay assignments, quizzes, lectures, discussions of multimedia materials, in-class discussions, small group workshops, and oral presentations.



	3. Identify the global dimension of environmental problems and the obstacles to their solution that this global dimension raises.

	Combination of exams including multiple choice and short essay assignments, lectures, discussions of multimedia materials, in-class discussions, small group workshops, and oral presentations.



	4. Explain the ways in which the deepening ecological crisis gives rise to movements of resistance as well as the ways these movements interact with social justice movements.

	Combination of exams including multiple choice and short essay assignments, quizzes, lectures, discussions of multimedia materials, in-class discussions, small group workshops, and oral presentations.




General Education Learning Outcomes/Assessment Methods

	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT METHODS

	KNOWLEDGE: Explain and demonstrate an understanding of how environmental problems are intertwined with the social and economic domains.


	Quizzes, exams, essay, class discussions, and oral presentations, in-class small group work.

      

	SKILLS: Develop and use the tools needed for communication, inquiry, analysis and productive work.

	Combination of class discussions, oral presentations, in-class small group work, essay, and exams.

      

	INTEGRATION: Work productively within and across disciplines. Explain how the understanding and resolution of environmental problems is dependent on contributions from natural as well as social sciences, such as sociology, economics and political science. 

	Quizzes, exams, essays, class discussions, and in-class small group work that draws on various resources in sociology and other disciplines.     


	VALUES, ETHICS, AND RELATIONSHIPS: Understand and apply values, ethics, and diverse perspectives in personal, civic, and cultural/global domains.
	Combination of class discussions, oral presentations, in-class small group work, and essays that engage directly with the questions about values, ethics, responsibility, and diversity.




From:  Important General Education Learning Goals (6/1/11) DRAFT
� Log in through CUNY Portal: � HYPERLINK "https://cunyportal.cuny.edu/cpr/authenticate/portal_login.jsp" ��https://cunyportal.cuny.edu/cpr/authenticate/portal_login.jsp�. The Blackboard tab will be on the right.
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