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Interdisciplinary Course Request for Funding Application

Number and title of the course: 

ENG 1161/Social and Behavioral Science XXXX
Special Topic on Language and Thinking
(Special Topics courses are attractive because they can be taught by more than one or two departments and modified for different circumstances, themes, and professors.)
Contact information for instructors:

Jean Kubeck-Hillstrom
Department of Psychology
jhillstrom@citytech.cuny.edu
Rebecca Shapiro
Department of English
rshapiro@citytech.cuny.edu
Brief description:

Acquiring and using languages is one of the more remarkable features of human nature and the brain. The use of language generally seems effortless and intuitive, but that is not necessarily the case; it is a process of complex neurological, auditory, aural, psychological, and social processes that work together to create and share meaning through written and spoken language, in signs, symbols, and speech. In this course, we explore several aspects of the ability to acquire language and how people and groups use it for a variety of purposes and in a variety of ways. Topics for study include language and different species, language and the individual, language and thought, language and society, language and history, and the structure, organization, and production of language such as phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. In essence, the course is a study of communication designed to increase understanding and control of language on both the individual, cognitive, and social levels.
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ENG 1161/Social and Behavioral Science XXXX
Special Topic on Language and Thinking
(The following bullet points, bold text, and table correspond to the guidelines and language presented in the Interdisciplinary Course RFP application)  
· The course description is that acquiring and using languages is one of the more remarkable features of human nature and the brain. The use of language generally seems effortless and intuitive, but that is not necessarily the case; it is a process of complex neurological, auditory, aural, psychological, and social processes that work together to create and share meaning through written and spoken language, in signs, symbols, and speech. In this course, we explore several aspects of the ability to acquire language and how people and groups use it for a variety of purposes and in a variety of ways. Topics for study include language and different species, language and the individual, language and thought, language and society, language and history, and the structure, organization, and production of language such as phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. In essence, the course is a study of communication designed to increase understanding and control of language on the individual, cognitive, and social levels both over time and during one time period.
· The interdisciplinary nature and complex problems of the course bring together elements of how language is produced by various parts of the body and by the brain in particular as well as how language is developed, used, adapted, and changed by people and groups for different purposes—individual, social, psychological, and physical. This course is well-suited to being taught in an interdisciplinary manner because it touches on several fields of study and can be adapted by different departments and for different purposes and topics.
· Pedagogical approaches include student-based field-work, exams based on course reading and lecture, lecture and discussion based on faculty expertise of sociolinguistics and psychology and related fields. Students’ final project will be to draft and revise a thesis-driven field-work project that presents an interpretation of a pragmatics, socio-linguistic, or other language-based hypothesis stemming from the course work, course readings, and direct observation. The project must incorporate evidence from primary and secondary sources to support the argument presented. In reading, writing, and assessment, students will consider definitions, theories, and bases of language; they will test ideas and hypotheses based on their own experiences, those of their classmates, and on discussions of issues by various writers and scholars. The form of the final project will be determined by the particular faculty teaching, incorporating their particular disciplinary perspectives to tackle an interdisciplinary problem.  For example, if the course is co-taught by a linguist and a psychologist (e.g., the proposers), the final project will likely include human subjects data collection and an empirical paper that uses primary research and secondary sources.  
· Assessment includes and students may demonstrate mastery of key terms and concepts via discussion questions, low-stakes writing, quizzes, exams, short writing assignments, individual and/or group presentation, ethnographic studies and the final project. The students will focus on solving complex problems posed by language used and produced by individuals and by social groups as well as how to understand pragmatics, semantics, and psychological elements introduced by language use and its development. Moreover, students will study and be assessed on the ethics of obtaining information from human subjects and the responsibility students have to faithfully reproduce and analyze the data they collect.
· Learning objectives and outcomes:
	Students critically read, analyze, and write about theories and ideas related to how language works in groups, cultures, societies as well as how it is created and processed in the brain and psychologically. Students study how different language work, why, and for what purposes, as well as under which circumstances and contexts do certain types of language or communication occur. In written work, exams, and presentations students consider how language and communication styles function within and across groups. Students learn that there are different responses to language as well as various perspectives and even schools of thought.
	Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or interdisciplinary field exploring the relationship between the individual and society, including, but not limited to, anthropology, communications, cultural studies, history, journalism, philosophy, political science, psychology, public affairs, religion, and sociology. 

	Students study how ideas and concepts of register, in-groupness, language choice, dialect, social class, and biology affect and make up an individual’s concept of his or her place in a group or socio-cultural unit. Students demonstrate mastery of key terms and concepts via exams, quizzes, essays, and writing assignments. Students learn that there are right answers (how sounds are produced in the mouth) but there are not always right answers (how people feel about language and those who use it)—accepting that there is uncertainty in social and psychological situations is part of the learning process.
	Examine how an individual's place in society affects experiences, values, or choices and that there are often multiple, varied, and conflicting perspectives.

	Students learn how trends as national language movements, linguas francas, and the like affect how an individual interacts within, between, and among various cultures and groups. They will consider what bilingualism means and how it affects learning and literacy in first and additional languages.  Students demonstrate mastery of key terms and concepts via exams, quizzes, essays, and writing assignments. Students will engage in critical thinking and in so doing will learn how to communicate effectively in groups, and work collaboratively.
	Identify and engage with local, national, or global trends or ideologies, and analyze their impact on individual or collective decision-making. Students will learn that language and attitudes and beliefs about it change across time and cultures; they will learn how language and the brain create circumstances conducive to bilingualism, or the value of certain kinds of literacy in groups and in the body.


· The first probable date of this course being offered as Interdisciplinary is Spring 2015 and the projected enrollment should be 30 students.
· The method of teach teaching will be co-teaching with approximately 2/3 taught by a faculty member with expertise in language/linguistics and 1/3 by a second faculty member with expertise in psychology, sociology, government, communications, or anthropology for example.
· Professors Kubeck Hillstrom and Shapiro are ideally suited to team-teach this course because they have collaborated on three Learning Communities over three consecutive semesters; they have shared syllabi and assignments; synched assignments and assessments; visited each other’s courses, and held regular meetings to discuss student work, course development, and project collaborative opportunities. They have a proven track-record of effectively team-teaching introductory courses over several semesters and their research and scholarly interests are both pedagogical and related to the content and delivery of this course.
· The course will be sustained after first running because of interest on the part of the proposers. In addition, this course could be taught by a number of faculty as a collaborative venture between the English and Social Science or Humanities Departments.
· 
Appendix (the syllabus of an existing course; can be modified to suit other iterations)
English 1161: Language and Thinking

Dr. Rebecca Shapiro

Office: Namm 525 (English Department office is Namm 512)
rshapiro@citytech.cuny.edu*

Office hours: Tuesday 4-5:45 pm and by appointment

Course Introduction
Acquiring and using language is one of the more remarkable features of humans—and, some would say, other animals. The use of language often seems effortless and intuitive, but does this mean that language really is simple, or is it the result of a system so automatic that it requires little or no conscious attention? In this course, we explore several aspects of the ability to acquire and use language, as individuals and in various groups. Topics for study include language and species, language and the individual, language and thought, language and society, language and history, and the structure and organization of language.

Course Goals By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Recognize the diversity of language systems and their fundamental similarities and differences;

· Understand and use the basic terminology of language and communication;

· Investigate the organizing principles of language;

· Understand the relation of language to culture and of language to the individual within and without various groups, cultures, societies—consider social attitudes and behaviors that result;

· Write about language in its varied social contexts using appropriate style, terminology, and formatting
Required Text: (bring to class each day)

Clark, Virginia, et al. Language: Introductory Readings. New York: Bedford/St. Martins, 2008.
The New York Times (get the educational rate, you may have to call Customer Service)

Evaluation of Student Performance: (course total of 500 points)

Midterm exam


200

Homework 


200

Fieldwork and Presentation
300

Final exam


200*

Participation/quizzes

100

Total
     
           
           1000 pts

* English Dept. policy is students must pass the final exam in order to pass the course
Assessment, etc.

· Each due date is on the schedule and the assignment is included below

· Please show drafts before the due date

· Never submit work late, or by email, or any other way without my prior approval
· Excessive typographical and other errors can result in failing grades—if in doubt, get help
· I will send email to your CityTech address; please be accessible, it can be part of the assignment

· No in-class graded work, including quizzes, can be made up

Discussion questions 

Each student should submit discussion questions based on that week’s reading on a 3x5 note card and hand them to me at the beginning of class. Discussion questions can be on any issues related to that week’s topic, but you must focus on some debatable questions or unresolved issues (yes/no questions don’t really start discussion) about the topic. You are encouraged to provide good examples using, for example, your own experience, anecdotal stories, recent newspaper/magazine articles, class readings, etc. 
Reflection paper/homework
This is a project that you will work on throughout the semester, in which you collect and reflect on “artifacts” that are connected to our class. An artifact could be a news article (print or online), media clip, literary text, or live event. Artifacts can be drawn from your other classes as well. For each artifact, you will write a short (300 words/1 page) reflection that explains why you chose this artifact, and how it relates to sociolinguistics and the topics we have been studying—therefore, you should refer to the ideas and concepts contained in the readings. Ideally, you will not have to look too hard to find relevant artifacts—I hope that as you do the readings in the textbook and in the newspaper, you will see that “language” is everywhere.
Language Fieldwork Writing Project

This assignment requires students to record how language operates in your daily lives. Students will find examples from their own experiences, record the date of observation and the type, and explain the example and its significance. You can take the Reflection papers and link them, making them work as one—create transitions, revise, edit, take out parts, add in parts, etc.
You will research the characteristics of a specific linguistic community, focusing on the ways language is used to create/define identity and to build group solidarity. You may draw on a combination of sources for this project, including scholarly publications, general audience resources, popular media, and possibly interviews/surveys with members of this community. The components for this assignment will be 1) the final long paper, 2) a short oral presentation with an outline/chart of key findings and examples, and 3) a handout for the class; this handout also makes connections between your findings and our course material.
Specifically, your assignment is to write a 5-7 page paper (app. 1500-2000 words) on any aspect of language and its social functions related to this group of essays and a speech community. I have provided some ideas below, but you may wish to pursue your own. Whatever you choose to write on, you must have your topic approved by me before proceeding. 
What follows is more detailed information about the structure and development of your essay:

· The introduction presents information about language, getting more specific, finally arriving at the thesis at the end of the paragraph. Present a theory about language that you can support with ideas and examples from your own life or what you have observed as well as from the readings. For example: my thesis could be that, based on conversations with groups of women and men, in casual and formal settings women and men have opposing conversation patterns: Women overlap and are communal, whereas men are solitary and linear. That is why disagreements, or confusion, or misunderstandings occur. (Soon, you will see that this idea comes from Deborah Tannen)

· Organize each supporting example around a paragraph with a topic sentence explains an idea about language. Use information you learn from class or the readings but you must give all sources credit. For example: I would posit that in informal discussions, women tend to be more digressive and discursive, exhibiting what some might call a circular conversational pattern. 
· In that same paragraph analyze how we understand this example and then speculate as to why language is used in this context. That is the supporting evidence and documentation. For example: in my family females often talk around a subject and digress. My father sometimes gets frustrated because he wants us to listen to him and not comment or add. We think we’re being helpful and signaling our interest but my father misunderstands; he has a more linear way of discussing. 
· Your conclusion is not a restatement of earlier ideas and thesis, but a holistic treatment of the topic; think about how you can explain why all of the information is important, how versions of language can help us or impede us socially and what all of this means in groups and personally—you are going to go from your specific topic to a broader discussion of general social implications.
Here are some more focused topics:
· Analyze patterns of naming or address among faculty, staff, and students at City Tech. For example: Are there differences in naming patterns or forms of address for women and men faculty? There may be differences depending on relative age, same or different sex, and possibly department. You might base your conclusions on observation alone or a combination of observation and interviewing. 
· Produce a study of speaking for some of the different situations you encounter in a day at school. You might include lectures, lab sessions, ordering your lunch, meeting with friends in the Student Center, the library, before class, in the stairwell, and so on. 
· Make a diary of the different communication and socio-linguistic codes you use daily. Do you speak differently to different groups and/or in different registers? How are the codes distinguished? (Try taping your conversations and attempt some linguistic analysis of the code.) If you are multilingual or bilingual person, investigate the conditions under which you use each language and its contexts.
· How is the language of a field or jargon specifically designed to include or exclude groups? How are terms used and how does knowledge of certain language(s) make a difference? Why is there a specific format for academic or formal language in class, court, in briefs, in decisions, etc. Why and how are those in the profession singled out positively or negatively for using language that does not conform to formal, accepted standards?







Late Work

All assignments are due at the beginning of class. I will not accept late assignments, except for the rare occasions noted in this paragraph. I understand that life may interfere with your ability to complete an assignment on time, so if you have a documented emergency or know of an upcoming urgent situation and you speak to me before the due date, I will most likely accept late papers or other course work, except for course work that cannot be made-up. Simply put, our class will fail to function if we are not actively reading, thinking about and responding to each other's contributions. 
Work Load
Our class is three credits and, while some students may need more time and others less, you should expect to commit to approximately nine hours per week on work.  
Recycling Papers
Recycling papers is not allowed. Recycling papers is defined as taking a paper or other writing/speech, written or used previously and not for our class and submitting the work in our class. If you have worked on a paper, speech or topic that you think would be good for an assignment, see me. We will discuss whether your previous work is appropriate and how you might integrate specific sections of your work, as quoted text, into your paper for our class. You may not use any portion of a previously written paper or other form of work for assignments in our class without talking with me first.
Academic Integrity at City Tech

Students and those who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. When in doubt, ask!

Classroom Rules and Guidelines

· Students are expected to be regular and prompt in attendance, to complete assigned readings and written work on time, and to participate regularly in class interactions;
· Turn off electronic devices BEFORE CLASS; if will be asked to leave and counted absent;
· Students must remain in class for the whole period; use the restroom before or after class. Leaving class for extended periods will be considered late or even absent—see policy below;
· Each student needs to be respectful toward everyone in class. If a student engages in inappropriate behavior, the student will be asked to leave and counted absent.;

· I strongly suggest you get contact information from three classmates in case you need information about class or other material not readily available—and before you ask me
Course Rules and Policies

· Participation: You are expected to participate in class discussion and other activities. Have reading and writing done—and something relevant and thoughtful to say!—during class. Participation includes such things as bringing in drafts on time, assisting other students with their work, and other ways of demonstrating effort. Participation grades affect final grades;
· Absences: There is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences; absences in excess of 2 may result in failure or WU. From the college catalog: “If a student’s class absences exceed the limit established for a given course or component, the instructor will alert the student that a grade of ‘WU’ may be assigned.” This recitation of the policy constitutes giving notice;
· Work submission: If you are going to be absent the day work is due; make arrangements to submit it before the due date. Absence does not excuse you from handing the paper in on time. Retain a copy for yourself, as you are responsible for keeping account of your essays;

· In-class work: Students who come to class without in-class work are counted absent;

· Conferences: Students who miss a conference held in lieu of or during class are counted absent;
· Lateness: While being late sometimes cannot be helped, it can be rude and disruptive. I take attendance shortly after class begins; it is your responsibility to ensure after class that an absent mark is changed. Three lates of more than 5 minutes equals 1 absence. If you are twenty minutes or more late to class or if you leave class for an extended period of time you will be marked absent.

Schedule, Topics, and Assignments

	Dates
	Topic 
	Reading/Homework/Work due

	1/28
	Introduction to language, semantics; pragmatics; English usage; origins of English
	

	2/4
	How language makes meaning; descriptive/prescriptive grammar
	

	2/11
	World languages; language myths; ESL
	Reflection paper 1

	2/18
	Language and culture/dialect
	

	2/25
	Language and culture, cont.
	Reflection paper 2

	3/4
	Intro. to research; review for Midterm
	Topic selection; APA style; Reflection paper 3

	3/11
	Euphemisms, insults, taboos; humor review for Midterm
	Reflection paper 4 

	3/18
	Midterm exam
	Reflection paper 5)

	3/25
	Language and gender
	Reflection paper 6

	4/1
	Language and the brain
	Research outline due

	4/8
	Media and language
	Reflection paper 7

	4/15-4/22
	SPRING BREAK
	

	4/29
	Language and politics; catch-up
	Reflection paper 8

	5/6
	In class presentations
	

	5/13
	In-class presentations/Review for final exam
	Field work due

	5/20
	Final Exam
	Last class: grades posted next week


�yes, these need to be reworked in the table below…


�clarify that this is the existing course outline and perhaps relegate to an appendix?





