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DATE:  9/14/16

REVIEWER:  Amanda Almond	

COURSE TITLE & NUMBER:    Independent Study IS901 

PROPOSED BY:   Amanda Almond; Concetta Menella	

CREDIT HOURS:	3

PREREQUISITES:	

COURSE IS: X Existing     New     In development

PROPOSED COURSE DESIGNATION:       College Option       elective       Capstone    X other: IS

DEPARTMENT HOUSED IN:  Social Sciences/Dept. of Professional Studies

PROPOSED STRUCTURE (e.g., co-taught, guest lecture, LC, other):  co-taught

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION (if co-taught):        Almond- 3 credits  Menella- reimbursed via College of Prof. Studies   

CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Independent study is a learning experience that allows for self-directed study relating to an area of academic or professional experience. Key elements of the course include critical analysis, application or development of ideas and concepts related to the area of inquiry and guidance by a faculty mentor. An eligible student must have a cumulative GPA of 3.00 or higher, have earned a minimum of 30 credits*, and have completed an introductory course or sequence in the area of inquiry.

DESCRIBE & EVALUATE HOW COURSE MEETS INTERDISCIPLINARY CRITERIA?
<Consider: Our interdisciplinary definition: topic and research question were focused on a very particular case to be made.  Connections were drawn between law/legal cases and psychological theory; making for a strong argument of increasing reliability of legal cases against dogs, considering the ways in which they are both similar and different from humans. Learning Outcomes: Clearly described How is this Section/Learning Community/Other different from other sections/Learning Communities/Other? Co-taught to ensure that literature and nature of the argument considered both a legal and psychological perspective. 

DESCRIBE & EVALUATE THE INTERDISCIPLINARY STRUCTURE?
The structure is unique and I feel that the ID committee ought to take the time to consider how we treat IS901 in the future, including the development of an application that is more appropriate.  Consulting with respective Deans is also an obstacle/requirement that need to be considered (included) in the process. 

DOES COURSE MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR GENERAL EDUCATION?  < see links for criteria CityTech: http://www.300jaystreet.com/college-council/curriculum_proposals/past_proposals NYS: http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/lrp/liberalarts.htm >

STRENGTHS:  organically ID- including literature, theory and methods from both the fields of Law and Psychology. Evaluative criteria provided was clear

WEAKNESSES: it was unclear, the distribution of work hours between both professors and the evaluation of how both were able to work and assess finished product together. 
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