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New York City College of Technology, CUNY 

CURRICULUM MODIFICATION PROPOSAL FORM
This form is used for all curriculum modification proposals. See the Proposal Classification Chart for information about what types of modifications are major or minor.  Completed proposals should be emailed to the Curriculum Committee chair.

	Title of Proposal
	Healing the Body: The Visual Culture of Medicine

	Date
	August 25, 2014

	Major or Minor
	Major 

	Proposer’s Name
	Sandra Cheng, Gwen Cohen-Brown, and Aida Egues

	Department
	Humanities 

	Date of Departmental Meeting in which proposal was approved
	TBD

	Department Chair Name
	Dr. Ann Delilkan 

	Department Chair Signature and Date
	

	Academic Dean Name
	Dr. Karl Botchway

	Academic Dean Signature and Date
	

	Brief Description of Proposal

(Describe the modifications contained within this proposal in a succinct summary.  More detailed content will be provided in the proposal body.
	Proposal for Special Topics Interdisciplinary Course entitled,  “Healing the Body: The Visual Culture of Medicine.”


	Brief Rationale for Proposal

(Provide a concise summary of why this proposed change is important to the department.  More detailed content will be provided in the proposal body).  
	This interdisciplinary course examines the visual culture of medicine, including imagery in shaping medical knowledge, artistic representations of the healthy and ailing body, and the emergence and increasing dependence on visual technologies. The lecture course consists of three modules that present the socio-historical context of medicine in relation to the body, disease and illness, and treatment and healing. Students will acquire skills to better analyze images, assess patterns, and will attain greater awareness of variables in cultural values that underlie medical practice across history. The course is open to all City Tech undergraduates. Spring or Fall 2015 is the projected date for the introduction of this course.


	Proposal History

(Please provide history of this proposal:  is this a resubmission? An updated version?  This may most easily be expressed as a list).
	This is a preliminary submission for a new interdisciplinary course.


Please include all appropriate documentation as indicated in the Curriculum Modification Checklist.

For each new course, please also complete the New Course Proposal and submit in this document.

Please submit this document as a single .doc or .rtf format.  If some documents are unable to be converted to .doc, then please provide all documents archived into a single .zip file.
ALL PROPOSAL CHECK LIST
	Completed CURRICULUM MODIFICATION FORM including:
	

	· Brief description of proposal
	X

	· Rationale for proposal
	

	· Date of department meeting approving the modification
	

	· Chair’s Signature
	

	· Dean’s Signature
	

	Evidence of consultation with affected departments

List of the programs that use this course as required or elective, and courses that use this as a prerequisite.
	

	Documentation of Advisory Commission views (if applicable).
	

	Completed Chancellor’s Report Form.
	


EXISTING PROGRAM MODIFICATION PROPOSALS

	Documentation indicating core curriculum requirements have been met for new programs/options or program changes. 
	

	Detailed rationale for each modification (this includes minor modifications)
	


New York City College of Technology

Interdisciplinary Committee

Application for Interdisciplinary Course Designation 
Date _____   August 25, 2014

Submitted by _______   Sandra Cheng, Gwen Cohen-Brown, and Aida Egues 

Department(s) ____________________Humanities

I. Proposal to Offer an Interdisciplinary Course

1. Identify the course type and title:

( An existing  course____________________________________________________________

( A new course ________________________________________________________________ 

X A course under development _ Healing the Body: The Visual Culture of Medicine



2. Provide a course description: This course examines the visual culture of medicine, including imagery in shaping medical knowledge, artistic representations of the healthy and ailing body, and the emergence and increasing dependence on visual technologies. The lecture course consists of three modules that present the socio-historical context of medicine in relation to the body, disease and illness, and treatment and healing. Students will acquire skills to better analyze images, assess patterns, and will attain greater awareness of variables in cultural values that underlie medical practice across history.
3. How many credits will the course comprise? __3__ How many hours? ___2.5_____________
4. What prerequisite(s) would students need to complete before registering for the course? Co-requisite(s)?

	     ENGL 1101


5. Explain briefly why this is an interdisciplinary course.  This course is comprised of diverse perspectives of visual studies in medicine from academic and professional viewpoints. Because the course is taught by faculty members from different departments, it will provide students with an overview of how visual imagery affects the transmission of medical knowledge and allow students to better understand the use of the visual in art history, history, and the allied health professions.
6. What is the proposed theme of the course? What complex central problem or question will it address?  What disciplinary methods will be evoked and applied?

This interdisciplinary course examines the imagery of medical practice, the role of visual images in shaping medical knowledge, artistic representations of the healthy and ailing body, and the emergence and increasing dependence on visual technologies.
7. Which general learning outcomes of an interdisciplinary course does this course address? 
Please explain how the course will fulfill the bolded mandatory learning outcome below. In addition, select and explain at least three additional outcomes. 

X  Purposefully connect and integrate across-discipline knowledge and skills to solve problems 

	Students engage in the visual culture of medicine via academic and professional disciplines to see how images inform knowledge transmission


X  Synthesize and transfer knowledge across disciplinary boundaries 

	Skills learned in one module (different ways of seeing and interpreting) are applied to other modules with different criteria and objectives for analysis


X  Comprehend factors inherent in complex problems

	Students view visual imagery from a historical perspective and the viewpoints of practicing health professionals to better recognize the complexities of knowledge transmission across time


X  Apply integrative thinking to problem solving in ethically and socially responsible ways

	Students learn and analyze the patterns of historical medical issues to better recognize the ethical and culturally-sensitive issues in modern healthcare


X  Recognize varied perspectives

	The combination of contributions from health professionals and historians will provide students a unique opportunity to recognize the multivalent impact of visual imagery


(  Gain comfort with complexity and uncertainty

	


X Think critically, communicate effectively, and work collaboratively 

	Students are tasked to think critically according to diverse disciplinary criteria and will do so with frequent group work inside and outside of class. They will work collaboratively to enhance their learning experience and to support each other.


X  Become flexible thinkers

	Students will be able to engage visual material related to medicine from the varied perspectives of multiple disciplines.



(  Other

	


General Education Learning Goals for City Tech Students

· Knowledge: Develop knowledge from a range of disciplinary perspectives, and hone the ability to deepen and continue learning.

· Skills: Acquire and use the tools needed for communication, inquiry, creativity, analysis, and productive work.

· Integration: Work productively within and across disciplines.

· Values, Ethics, and Relationships: Understand and apply values, ethics, and diverse 
perspectives in personal, professional, civic, and cultural/global domains.

8. How does this course address the general education learning goals for City Tech students?

	This course encourages students to connect and integrate cross-discipline knowledge between the humanities and health professions. The combination of historical and modern perspectives along with place-based learning activities will synthesize and transfer knowledge across disciplinary boundaries through the lens of morality, ethics, socio-economic factors, cultural bias, and changing environment.


9. Which department would house this course
? ______Humanities




Would all sections of the course be interdisciplinary? ( No X Yes  

a) Would the course be cross-listed in two or more departments? ( No ( Yes  
Explain.

	
Unclear whether it is possible to cross-list between College of Arts and Sciences and College of Professional Studies


b) How will the course be team-taught
? X Co-taught  ( Guest lecturers  ( Learning community

If co-taught, what is the proposed workload hour distribution? __The course is designed for 3 faculty members, each teaching 1 module for 1 credit. It is possible that 2 faculty members teach the course, one instructor teaching 2 modules and the other teaching 1 module.
X Shared credits  ( Trading credits 
If guest lecturers, for what approximate percentage of the course? ( Minimum 20%
 ( other: __%

Please attach the evaluation framework used to assess the interdisciplinarity of the course.



c) What strategies/resources would be implemented to facilitate students’ ability to make connections across the respective academic disciplines?

	
Use of the OpenLab (and possibly ePortfolio), communication between all faculty and students. The team work in class will mirror the team work between faculty . 

	


10. Would the course be designated as:

X a College Option requirement
?  ( an elective?  ( a Capstone course
?  ( other?  Explain.


	


INTERDISCIPLINARITY EVALUATION FRAMEWORK
Course Proposers and Method of Team Teaching: 

There are 3 modules in this course and different faculty members will teach each module:

· Module 1: The Medical Body

· Module 2: Disease and Illness

· Module 3: Healing and Treatment

Each faculty member will meet with students for 5 weeks and teach one module (although the faculty team may decide to teach parts of different modules). This structure will give faculty the opportunity to teach a 1-credit course. It is also possible that the course can be taught by two professors, one who covers the equivalent content of two modules and the other will teach one module, and thus the course could be split 2-credits/1-credit between two instructors. The module format allows for greater flexibility with scheduling and including faculty members from disciplines other than those of the original proposers. The course will be designed to encourage participation by faculty drawn from multiple disciplines, including the Humanities, Basic and Natural Sciences, and Allied Health Professions.

Dr. Sandra Cheng, Assistant Professor of Art History, is a scholar of early modern art. She holds a doctorate in Art History from the University of Delaware. 

Dr. Gwen Cohen-Brown, Professor of Dental Hygiene, is a Fellow in the American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology. She holds a D.D.S. from NYU College of Dentistry. 

Dr. Aida Egues, Assistant Professor of Nursing, is a Fellow of The New York Academy of Medicine. She holds a doctorate in Nursing Practice from Case Western Reserve University.

Drs. Cohen-Brown and Egues are ideal faculty members to develop and teach the interdisciplinary course because of their academic and professional experience with illness and treatment. As an art historian, Dr. Cheng is an apt candidate to develop the course because of her scholarly interests in early modern science, and 19th- and 20th-century photography and film. The proposers are faculty members who participated in the NEH grant, Comparative Perspectives on Health, Illness, and Healing. 

Who Else Can Teach This Course?

The course is designed with broad module themes to encourage collaboration between multiple disciplines. Other disciplinary configurations for the course may include: Social Science/English, Biology, and Human Services. For example, module 1 on the Medical Body can be taught by a historian or gender studies scholar; module 2 on Disease and Illness can be taught by a biologist or any faculty in the Allied Health disciplines who have experience with teaching epidemiology, and module 3 on Healing and Treatment can be taught by faculty in Human Services or faculty with a background in community health care or community health nursing. The key to the success of the course is the ability of the three faculty members to collaborate as a faculty unit to provide consistent interaction with students outside the classroom. We expect to consult each other to discuss student progress and class issues over the course of the semester.
Virtual Team Teaching and Place-Based Learning

Faculty will be encouraged to enter each other’s classrooms during other modules but because of potential scheduling conflicts, we know it may not be possible to do so frequently. The OpenLab is the ideal resource to use for submitting assignments because it is public and open to all faculty members. Each faculty member can view and provide valuable commentary on student contributions (i.e., “what a nurse would think about this issue,” “a historian would interpret it like this,” etc.). Depending on scheduling, faculty will attempt to coordinate at least one field trip or place-based learning activity that will include all participating faculty and students. 

Student Evaluations
In order to better gage student evaluations of the course, we plan to add our own 1-page course survey to the student evaluation forms at the end of the semester. 

� An interdisciplinary course for the College Option requirement may be housed in a department that is not liberal arts.


� Attach evidence of consultation with all affected departments.


� While an interdisciplinary course must be team-taught, there is no formal percentage requirement, but this minimum is a guideline.


� In the case that a course is equally taught, include proposed plans for faculty classroom observation and student evaluation of teaching. 


� To qualify for the College Option, such a course must also meet the New York State definition of a liberal arts and sciences course.�� HYPERLINK "http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/lrp/liberalarts.htm" �http://www.highered.nysed.gov/ocue/lrp/liberalarts.htm�


� A course proposed as a Capstone course must be separately approved by the Capstone Experience Committee.
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