Special Topics Interdisciplinary Course Proposal

Course Syllabus
Course # ___TBD____ 
Title: Healing the Body: The Visual Culture of Medicine
3 credits, 2.5 class hours
Prerequisite: ENG 1101
Course Description: 

This interdisciplinary course examines the imagery of medical practice, the role of visuality in shaping medical knowledge, artistic representations of the healthy and ailing body, and the emergence and increasing dependence on visual technologies. The course is designed as a lecture course of three modules that focus on the medical body, disease and illness, and treatment and healing. Students will acquire skills to better analyze images, and will attain greater awareness of variables in cultural values that underlie medical practice across history. 
Learning Objectives:

• Purposefully connect and integrate across-discipline knowledge between the humanities and medicine; and learn and apply skills to solve problems (potential use of group and cumulative projects, on the OpenLab, and ePortfolio)

• Place-based learning projects to synthesize and transfer knowledge across disciplinary boundaries through the lens of morality, ethics, socio-economic factors, cultural bias, and changing environment (possible assignments: field trip to Ellis Island, IRB certification, use of video games-i.e., Plague Inc.)

• Students collaborate on team project and presentation (possible assignment: Co-Morbidity Web of Causality cumulative project)
Sample Weekly Course Outline
Module 1: The Medical Body taught by Professor Sandra Cheng
The module on the medical body focuses on the “screening of the body” from early dissection to modern-day medical imaging. This section begins with the intersection between art and science in the Renaissance period, when scientists and artists worked simultaneously to better understand the body through the study of anatomy. The age that brought forth Leonardo’s Vitruvian Man and Vesalius’s On the fabric of the human body was the start of an explosion of anatomical study in both the arts and sciences. Wax anatomical models played roles in both artistic study as well as medical training. Other topics within this module will include an investigation of the 19th-century application of the new medium of photography to the medical sciences, including the theory of polygenesis that was put forth by the founder of modern biology Louis Agassiz or Eadweard Muybridge’s photographic studies of human locomotion. The module will end with an investigation devoted to medical imaging as modern practice becomes increasingly reliant on images of the body produced via CT scans, MRIs, sonograms, and other models of digital scanning. 
Week 1:  Introduction
· Course, student, and faculty introduction
· Introduction to the OpenLab
· Four Humors of Ancient and Medieval medicine
· Quiz: Which of the Four Humors is yours?
· Visual analysis and introduction to iconography with Albrecht Durer’s Fall of Man

· Viewing: excerpt Balanchine’s Four Temperaments ballet

· Visual analysis of Thomas Woodruff’s Four Temperaments Variations painting series
Homework:
1. Explore the Leonardo Journal on CityTech library’s Project Muse database. Find an article about an artist who addresses issues that you believe are medical-related. Print out the article and write 3 paragraphs about what it is, why it interests you, and what you think is lacking (critique the article! and the work!). Students will turn in their homework in week 2 but they will present their 5-min reviews over the next 4 classes.
Readings: 

Martin Kemp, “Medicine in View: Art and Visual Representation,” in Irvine Loudon, ed., Western Medicine: An Illustrated History (Oxford, 1997), 1-22.
Nicholas Mirzoeff, “What is Visual Culture?” in N. Mirzoeff, The Visual Culture Reader (Routledge, 1998), 3-13.
Erwin Panofsky, The Life and Art of Albrecht Dürer. 4th ed. (Princeton, 1955), 84 (excerpt).
Week 2: Examining the Body
· Picturing disease: plague, St. Anthony’s Fire, leprosy 
· Locating medical professionals: midwives, physicians, surgeons, and charlatans
· Bodily fluids in art: from Renaissance putti to Dutch genre images of doctors to Andres Serrano
Homework:

1. View BBC Beauty and Anatomy documentary episode I “Galen and Leonardo” 

2. Blog reflection

Assignment:

2-page Formal Analysis paper of images from a select group of works including Mantegna’s Foreshortened Christ, Caravaggio’s Death of the Virgin, Ghirlandaio’s Old Man with His Grandson. 
Readings:

Excerpt, Boccaccio, introduction to The Decameron

Excerpt, Patricia Simons, “Manliness and the Visual Semiotics of Bodily Fluids in Early Modern Culture,” Journal of Medieval and Early Modern Studies 39, 2 (2009): 331-373. 

Week 3: Intersections between Art and Anatomy
· Viewing: Leonardo’s anatomical studies (view examples of Windsor Castle drawings and 3D animations from recent 2012-2013 exhibitions in England)
· Revolution of Andreas Vesalius’ De humani corporis fabrica (1543)
· Dissection practices in early modern Italy

· Anatomical illustrations: flap prints to repurposed erotic prints
· Later anatomy paintings: Rembrandt’s Anatomy lesson of Dr. Tulp
· Wax models: studies by Francesco Calenzuoli, anatomical wax models in Florence’s Museum La Specola
Homework:

1. Explore the anatomical models in Museum La Specola

2. Blog reflection
Readings: 
Excerpt, Martin Kemp and Marina Wallace, Spectacular Bodies: The Art and Science of the Human Body from Leonardo to Now, exhibition catalogue, Haywood Gallery (University of California Press, 2000). 
Excerpt, Sachiko Kusukawa, “The Uses of Pictures in the Formation of Learned Knowledge: the Cases of Leonhard Fuchs and Andreas Vesalius,” in Transmitting Knowledge: Words, images, and instruments in early modern Europe, ed. by S. Kusukawa and I. Maclean (Oxford, 2006), 73-96.

Excerpt, Katherine Park, "The Criminal and the Saintly Body: Autopsy and Dissection in Renaissance Italy." Renaissance Quarterly 47, 1 (1994): 1–33.

Week 4: The Impact of Photography on Medical Knowledge 
· Ether, “The Death of Pain,” and Southworth & Hawes’ early documentation of operations

· Viewing: Excerpt from Episode 1 of Steven Soderbergh’s The Knick
· 19th century racial science and photography
· Louis Agassiz’s theory of polygenesis and slave daguerreotypes

· Civil War medical practice and documentation of the wounded
· Physiognomy and medical studies by Hugh Welch Diamond and Duchenne de Boulogne
· Eadweard Muybridge and the study of human locomotion 
Homework:

1. Explore online the series “From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried” (1995-1996) by Carrie Mae Weems
2. Blog reflection
Readings:
Brian Wallis, “Black Bodies, White Science: Louis Agassiz’s Slave Daguerreotypes,” American Art 9, 2 (1995): 38-61.

Jeff L. Rosenheim, “Collecting the Wounded,” in Photography and the American Civil War, exhibition catalogue Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, 2013), 173-193. 

Week 5: BioTech Frontiers and Digital Imaging
· Artists who use or comment on biotech and digital imaging technologies

· Nancy Burson’s Age Machine and Human Race Machine 
· Gary Schneider, Eduardo Kac, Bureau of Inverse Technology art collective, Bryan Crockett on Oncomouse
· The exam will be short answer and multiple choice

· The contents of the exam will reflect the topics covered
Readings:

Paula A. Treichler and Lisa Cartwright, “Introduction,” special issue on “Imaging Technologies, Inscribing Science” of Camera Obscura 10, 128 (1992): 4-19.
Anne Marie Todkill, “The art of self-examination” on Gary Schneider’s Genetic Self-Portrait series, Canadian Medical Association Journal 161, 11 (1999): 1429.
Module 2: Disease and Illness taught by Professor Gwen Cohen-Brown
This module investigates the role of images in disease and illness and emphasizes the representation of epidemics from the late middle ages until now. Issues to be considered may include the impact of the Black Death. The twentieth century part of the unit will include an examination of Jonas Salk’s development of the vaccine for polio and the heroic portrayal of medical doctors in pictorial magazines such as Life. The module ends with a careful study of the depiction of AIDS in fine art, popular imagery, the news media, and activism. 
Potential reading assignments, websites, video games and/or field trips for Module 2 include:

· Complete IRB certification to better understand ethical code
· The Museum of Sex

· Plague/Pandemonium (video games)

· The Bodies Exhibit

· The Mutter Museum (website)

· “If the Impressionists had been Dentists”, Without Feathers by Woody Allen
· Additional articles and books may be incorporated into the weekly modules as needed, select bibliography.
Week 6: Medical Mapping and Epidemiology

· Plague – the video game will be the stepping-stone to the discussion of how plagues spread

· Discussion of Jonas Salk’s development of the vaccine for polio, how it was portrayed in art and media 

· Emerging potential epidemics like Ebola and the current state of the AIDS epidemic will be discussed
Homework: 
Students will be required to find an artwork that portrays the clinical manifestations of an epidemic, whether on an individual patient level or on a societal level and write about the portrayal of the disease and the efficacy of the medium chosen. This will be a short essay assignment.

Week 7: Remembered, Recovered and Invented History

· The Black Death: how was it portrayed, the reality vs. idealized 
· Discussion of the emerging theories of the bubonic plague

· Art and current and past representations of the plague in painting and sculpture
Homework: 
Students will be required to find an artwork that portrays an image of the black plague and write a personal statement on how the piece affected their perception of the plague and how it could be used to present a current disease process. This will be a short essay assignment.

Week 8: How are Medical Providers presented, Heroes or Villains

· Medicine can be helpful or harmful. 
· Discussion will focus on some of the significant milestones in medicine and the leading forces behind them. 
· Not all medicine is accepted when first presented. 
· Concepts to be presented will include, vaccines, antibiotics, anesthesia and hygiene.

Homework: 
Students will be required to find a health care provider who changed the way medicine is practiced and find an artwork that demonstrates this change in technology. Examples include Florence Nightingale, Marie Curie, and Jonas Salk. This is not an essay assignment.

Week 9: STDs, HIV and the AIDS Epidemic

· HIV disease has changed how we think about and approach sexually transmitted diseases but it is by no means the first STD to affect society

· The study of Syphilis, Herpes, and Chlamydia, which have infected and affected millions

· This week will focus on bacterial, microbial and viral transmission of STDs and how these diseases are portrayed in art and advertising
Assignment: 
Students will be required to find an artwork that portrays an image of a sexually transmitted disease and write a personal statement on how the piece affected their perception of the disease. This will be a short essay assignment and presentation.

Week 10: Exam and Presentations
· The exam will be short answer and multiple choice

· The contents of the exam will reflect the topics covered
· Short presentations of personal reflections on STDs, HIV, or AIDS
Module 3: Treatment and Healing taught by Professor Aida Egues
The third module covers visual imagery associated with treatment and healing from the middle ages to today’s multi-billion dollar pharmaceutical advertising industry that strives to present drugs in a positive light. This module is divided into two sections that are devoted to places of treatment (such as clinics, hospitals, and asylums) and on treatment methods. Students will be introduced to different sites of treatment from asylums to changing hospital environments to public clinics. Students will examine concepts of harm reduction and alternative therapies.  
Week 11: Dealing with Health Challenges Through Art

· The process of creating and finishing a piece of art has helped individuals deal with health challenges while making sense of emotional, mental or physical needs, often as a method of self-treatment. 

· How healing is possible for those who experience visual art through observation and contemplation of the message, and reinforces that one need not be alone in a time of health challenges, will be examined. 

Readings:

David Serlin, ed. Imagining Illness Public Health and Visual Culture. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010. (read select excerpts from this book for Weeks 11-14)
Lisa Diedrich. Treatments Language, Politics, and the Culture of Illness. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2007. (read select excerpts from this book for Weeks 11-14)
Samuels, M., & Rockwood Lane. Healing with the Arts: A 12-Week Program to Heal Yourself and Your Community. Altria Books/Beyond Words, 2013.
Assignment: 
Students will be required to discuss how famous artists through time produced work that portray the adaptation and struggle with disease, use of art as a coping mechanism, use of art to objectify emotional and physical suffering, and use art to raise awareness of disease and other social issues. Examples include Vincent van Gogh, Auguste Renoir, Henry Matisse, Frida Kahlo, and Keith Haring. A short self-reflection piece about how the student interprets ‘art as treatment’ will be required.

Week 12: Places of Healing: From Monasteries to Asylums to Community

· Different physical places or sites of healing have evolved and been recognized for centuries, including the monastery, battlefield, institutions, home, and community-based centers. 
· The contribution of the arts towards achieving clinical outcomes for the benefits of clients/patients, enhancing client/patient quality of life, helping healthcare providers manage health services, providing better quality of healthcare, raising staff moral and job satisfaction, and widening the skills of healthcare providers in different sites of treatment as integral parts of places of healing will be discussed. 

Readings:

Lelchuk Staricoff, R. Arts in health: a review of the medical literature. London: Art Council England, 2004.
Assignment: 
Students will be required to present a written case study of how art heals in a site of treatment around the world, including art-healing programs, to demonstrate awareness of client/patient encounters that are place/site-specific.

Week 13: Creative Expression as a Means of Enhancing Health and Wellness

· Emotions influence immunological functioning and too much stress have a negative impact on the functioning of the body’s immune system. 
· Investigation into the relationship between how art-based interventions are effective in reducing adverse physiological and psychological outcomes will be explored, including how ‘harm reduction’ aims to keep people safe and minimize death, disease, and injury from high risk behavior, and how creative arts or expressive activities have emerged as effective means of enhancing health and wellness via alternative therapies.

Readings:

Rockwood Lane, M., & Samuels, M. Stuckey, H.L., & Nobel, J. “The connection between art, healing, and public health: A review of current literature.” American Journal of Public Health 100, 2 (February 2010): 254-263. 
Assignment: 
Students will engage in collaborative group work to present the potential benefits of art-based interventions in enhancing health and wellness to the class. Areas of intervention through expressive writing, movement-based creative expression music engagement, and visual arts, as well as alternative healing measures will be pre-assigned.   

Week 14: Creating a Healing Environment

· Information received through our senses evokes physiological and emotional responses of anxiety or serenity. Healthcare providers must learn to not only to see to care, but to care to see.
· The interaction between humans and the different environments, in which they are placed, have long been known, from Roman physician Galen to Florence Nightingale, to the 21st century patient-centered approach to today’s atmosphere of healing. 
Readings:

Van Cleve Speer. Things of the Spirit: Art and Healing in the American Body Politic, 1929-1941. Oxford England: Peter Lang International Academic Publishers, 2012. 
Week 4: Wainwright, S.P. “Culture and aging: Reflections on the arts and nursing.” Journal of Advanced Nursing 52, 5 (December 2005): 518-525.
Assignment: 
Students will be required to create a ‘web of causality’ type of illustration that demonstrates a visual representation of the creation of an environment where healing takes place. The physical illustration must incorporate issues associated with the environment, optimal client/patient outcomes, strategies that facilitate healing environments for the client/patient that include the physical environments, social environment, and healing measures as treatment methods that can be integrated into healthcare environments that meet the needs of clients/patients and their families. 

Week 15: Final Exam
· Viewing: Shutter Island excerpt
· The examination will be short essay. The content of the examination will reflect the cumulative topics covered. 

Select Bibliography
Module 1

R. Ballestriero. “Anatomical models and wax Venuses: art masterpieces or scientific craft works?” Journal of Anatomy 216 (2010): 223-234. 

Reed B. Bontecou. Shooting Soldiers: Civil War Medical Photography. NY: Burns Archive Press, 2011.

Elspeth H. Brown. “Racializing the Virile Body: Eadweard Muybridge’s Locomotion Studies 1883-1887,” Gender & History 17, 3 (2005): 627-656.

Andrea Carlino. Books of the Body: Anatomical Ritual and Renaissance Learning. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999. 
Andrea Carlino. “Knowe Thyself: Anatomical Figures in Early Modern Europe,” RES: Anthropology and Aesthetics 27 (1995): 52-69.

Lisa Cartwright. Screening the Body: Tracing Medicine’s Visual Culture. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1995.
Laurinda Dixon. Perilous Chastity: Women and Illness in Pre-Enlightenment Art and Medicine. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1995. (esp. chapter 1 “hysteria as a uterine disorder.”)

William Eamon. The Professor of Secrets: Mystery, Medicine and Alchemy in Renaissance Italy. Washington, DC: National Geographic, 2010.

Zirka Filipczak. Hot Dry Men, Cold Wet Women: The Theory of Humors in Western European Art, 1575-1700. New York: The American Federation of Arts, 1997.

David Gentilcore. Medical Charlatanism in Early Modern Italy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006.

Sander L. Gilman. Picturing Health and Illness: Images of Identity and Difference. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995.  (esp. chapter 1 “How and Why do Historians of Medicine Use or Ignore Images in Writing their Histories?”)

Sarah Gordon, “Out of Sequence: Suspended and Spectacular Bodies in Eadweard Muybridge’s Animal Locomotion Series,”Spectator 28, 2 (2008): 10-22.

Robert Hobbes. “Andres Serrano: The Body Politic.” In Andres Serrano: Works 1983-1993. Philadelphia: Institute of Contemporary Art, University of Pennsylvania, 1994, 17-43.

Anne Maxwell. Picture Imperfect : Photography and Eugenics 1870-1940. Brighton UK and Portland, OR: Sussex Academic Press, 2008.
W.J.T. Mitchell. “Showing Seeing: a Critique of Visual Culture,” Journal of Visual Culture 1, 2 (2000): 165-181. 

Eadweard Muybridge. Muybridge's Complete Human and Animal Locomotion. Dover Publications, 1979. 

D. Petherbridge and L. Jordanova. The Quick and the Dead: Artists and Anatomy. Exhibition catalogue. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997.
A. Riva, G. Conti, P. Solinas, and F. Loy. “The evolution of anatomical illustration and wax,” Journal of Anatomy 216 (2010): 209–222.

Molly Rogers. Delia’s Tears: Race, Science, and Photography in Nineteenth-century America. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2010. 

Hélène Samson. “Resemblance and Identification: The Paradox of Gary Schneider's Self-Portrait,” in Precarious Visualities: New Perspectives on Identification in Contemporary Art and Visual Culture. Montreal: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2008, 
Nancy Siraisi. “The formation of Western European Medicine,” in Medieval & Early Renaissance Medicine. Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1990, 1-16.

Mariët Westermann. The Amusements of Jan Steen: Comic Painting in the Seventeenth Century. Zwolle: Waanders, 1997.

Module 2

Tina Greenhalgh. What Seems to the the Trouble? Stories in Illness and Healthcare. Radcliffe Publishing, 2006.

Bert Hansen. Picturing Medical Progress from Pasteur to Polio: A History of Mass Media Images and Popular Attitudes in America. Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University, 2009.
Module 3
Bien, Thomas. Mindful Recovery: A Spiritual Path to Healing from Addiction. New York: J. Wiley & Sons, 2002.

Callahan, Daniel, ed. The Role of Complementary and Alternative Medicine: Accommodating Pluralism, 2002. 

Cassell, E. J. The Nature of Suffering and the Goals of Medicine (2nd ed.). Oxford University Press, 2004.

Dellasega, C., Milone-Nuzzo, P., Curci, K. M., Ballard, J.O., & Kirch, D. G. (2007). “The humanities interface of nursing and medicine.” Journal of professional nursing, 23(3), 174-9.

Eaton, V. G. “How the Opium Habit Is Acquired,” The Popular Science Montlhy 33 (1888): 663-67.

Anne Fadiman. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1997

Michel Foucault. The Birth of the Clinic: An Archaeology of Medical Perception. London: Vintage, 1994.

Barbara A. Koenig and Jan Gates‐Williams. Understanding Cultural Difference in Caring for Dying Patients. 1995.

Thorne, S., Best, A., Balon, J., Merrijoy, K. & Rickhi, B. Ethical Dimensions in the Borderland between Conventional and Complementary/Alternative Medicine. December 2002, Vol. 8, No. 6: 907-915.
Verghese, Abraham. The Tennis Partner: A Doctor’s Story of Friendship and Loss. London: Vintage, 1998.
PAGE  
PAGE  
Page 1 of 12

