[bookmark: _GoBack]New York City College of Technology
Interdisciplinary Committee
March 31, 2016

Reneta D. Lansiquot, Founding Chair
Amanda Almond- took minutes
Secretary- Sean MacDonald (excused)

Present: Reneta Lansiquot, Amanda Almond, Dionne Bennett, Monica Berger, Aida Egues, Laina Karthikeyan, Ezra Halleck, Paul King, Jean Hillstrom, Laureen Park, Olufemi Sodeinde, Andleeb Zameer.
Absent: Janet Liou-Mark, Candido Cabo
Excused: Sean MacDonald, Reginald Blake, Diana Mincyte, Rebeca Shapiro
On leave: Johannah Rodgers

1:00pm:  Discussion on Special Topics workshop led by Paul King.  Goals of workshop were specified: intended to support those who may be (or should be) interested in teaching a special topics course.  The workshop will include presentation and discussion.  Committee members sought clarity in order to promote the event, such as a clear description of the existing courses to give interested parties an idea.  It was suggested that this material be made available on OpenLab.  Dionne volunteered to write this up in language that makes the topic more promotable.

1:10pm:  Quorum was met.  Motion made to approve minutes with the following corrections/modifications made by Dionne: correction to name of “Knowing Brooklyn” program and an emphasis on student component.  Reneta expressed that she was clear on what modifications were being requested.  Aida moved to vote, Monica seconded.  Vote was unanimously in favor of approving modified minutes.  

1:15pm:  Courses in need of approval vote were presented.  
1. ENG 2170:  Feedback was generally encouraging.  Monica—library needs to purchase more gender texts.  Dionne- the newly developed gender program housed in English is a valuable IDC connection to have.  Dionne moved to vote, Laina seconded.  Vote was unanimously in favor of approving course.
2. LIB2205/ARCH2205: Feedback included discussion of place-based learning.  Dionne—noted this was another valuable connection for IDC and that initiative should be taken to try and house place based learning courses within IDC/IDC as “home” for said courses.  Dionne committed to developing a worksheet for ID symposium.  Amanda pointed out the relationship between Living Lab and Place-Based Learning and that it was part of their grant.  Paul confirmed this, as he was part of the first year grant process for Living Lab.  Current book proposal authored by Reneta and Sean was pointed out by Reneta, as this incorporates faculty currently teaching ID Place-Based Leaning courses, including ID Black New York course.  Reneta added—this application was a good example of when increasing credit hour allocation benefited faculty and their ability to offer the course in the summer.  This is something that was noted as worthy of considering in the future.  More credits should be allocated given the additional time needed for travel.  Dionne moved to vote, Paul seconded.  Vote was unanimously in favor of approving course. 
3. THE/ARCH2205: Update was provided from course creators addressing the IDC’s concerns when previously voted.  It was uncertain if the initial vote was completed, so another vote ensued.  Reneta motioned for (re)vote, Paul seconded.  Vote was unanimously in favor of course approval.  

1:35pm: Conversation about ID course scheduling, including department chair(s) perspectives.  More courses outside of the Tue/Thur 2:30-5 window is needed. In addition to this topic, Paul led a conversation about ID special topics course and how much flexibility there is for faculty teaching a pre-existing special topics course. What can and cannot be changed (such as course objective vs learning outcomes) was briefly mentioned.  This conversation was described as continuing to future meetings/times.  

1:45pm: Self-Evaluation for ALL ID courses was addressed by Laureen Park.  The open-ended questions developed were shared with IDC.  More time for reviewing items is required.  Laureen and Amanda to work on following up with IDC so that members have more time with proposed items.  New ideas: giving ID faculty the chance to express which aspects of their self-evaluation they are willing to share, as well as which parts might be exported to teaching portfolios.  Reneta noted—the evaluation, in part, should work to connect with teaching portfolios.  Dionne added the question- “what do you (faculty) need from the institution to support your ID course?”  Amanda agreed to continue to put proposed questions on Qualtrics so that IDC members can review and give feedback.

1:55pm: Reneta announced time of next meeting—Tuesday April 12th, days before our ID Symposium.

2:00pm: Dionne presented 2 matters: 1) updating on Harlem and Gentrification event, 2:30pm in A632 and asked that this be accurately reflected in the previous meeting minutes to reflect that IDC was in support of the event.  2) Request change for October 29th meeting minutes.  Document provided by Dionne to Amanda, acting secretary for 3/31 meeting[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Document forwarded to IDC chair by Amanda Almond] 


2:05: non-verbal adjournment as committee members exited the room.  
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