Recognizing Key Elements of Instructional Design
Why Increase the Usability of Your Course Content
ACCESSIBILITY AND UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING
Both Digital Accessibility and Universal Design for Learning (UDL) focus on inclusive educational practices. Ensuring all students (including those with disabilities) have access to content, while providing multiple options to acquire information are key to student success.  
According to the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008 (HEOA), UDL:
1. provides flexibility in the ways information is presented, in the ways students respond or demonstrate knowledge and skills, and in the ways students are engaged; and
2. reduces barriers in instruction, provides appropriate accommodations, supports, and challenges, and maintains high achievement expectations for all students, including students with disabilities and students who are limited English proficient.
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Discussion Questions
How much does the presentation of your learning content tool capture the larger recommendations of the concrete checklist (http://www.cuny.edu/accessibility/content/videos/#captioning_guidelines)? Share a teaching experience or idea that can be adapted or developed to reflect the design concepts discussed?
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