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The Phoenician letler “mem” evohied
from the Egyptian hieroghyphic owl. From
“mam” came the Gregk “mu” and gweniu-
ally the presentday letter “m.” This charac-

tar lineage began during ancient Phoo-
nicia’s days as a major papyrus dealer,
They traded with Egypt for the papyrus.
This constant communication with Egypt
led 1o a tremendous Egyplianinfluence on

Phoenicia’s developing aiphabet. The
Phaenicians, howawar, were inlerastad in

lattarforms simply as a means of concise
communication for business and trade.
Therefore, decorative Egyplian picture
symbols bacame simple ling forms. Both
the lsraelites and the Greeks adapted the
Phoenician alphabal; subsequenily, tha
wriling greaty influenced both the Hebrass
and Englich alphabats.
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Eisthefirstletter withatrue Greek name,
epsilonmeaning“bare, ‘simple, “without
aspiration.” The frame of Eisangular but

always open,representingthe womb shel

teringahorizo
ntaldashpoint
inginanoutward direction, indicating the
expulsionofthechildasinpregnancy. The
smallearises later thanthe capitalE. The

minuscule ep

sillon resembl _
es the oval of O disrupted. In Greek the
letter e in singular form represents pain

and woe which can be related to labor
convulsion as in the German form wenh.







EPSILOMN Everything started with
epsidn. Epsilan is the Greek symbdl E, o
,wﬂim was adoplod and modified by
thia Fornans 1o produce our modem-day E
of &, The Greeks themashres had bomowed
il o ey Phoeniclan lettor &l [ ). Hir
gver, they caralessly dropped the b, leaving
therrselvas with nothing mons than a single
. Soon theraafer they changed the ¢'s
nama o epslon, [erally meaning “simpls
8,7 in Ohda b0 dEstinguish if Engem Bl syrmiac
fior the long &, #ta. With its newfound identity,
the apsidv wenl on o becoms &h & of
respansibili' and importancs,

Pearhaps because it 15 so common, the
virluos of tho & 2r0 Somotimos cviriockod.
The & I3 hand working, the mast clven used
lafier In the English language, but t 15 wsual-
iy cast aside the momant a good-Iaking
suffix enters the room, Many bmes, the e 5
ignorad complataly, kep! sion! so hal a
kareg vereal soued may ba heard. It i tima
wir grantod the humble ¢ the reaognition i
csarvs; afer &, tha nglsh lnglug would
B vry Sirang withaou it




Tl Flsiomecaan ), or mee,
wos cerived Trom an carlier
SEN FCproeniing waves of
wilcr. [0 15 cufoous Bow [his
came oy be. Thoaasamds of

vowrs age s leocly Mwonioan

M‘I‘lil]ﬂ: :.I‘.'rt:l.! ,:[-r-n:._' the wliwe-
lene starng at the ocean, As
he lsoked ar the waves e
Brad ohe wrge woreeoed che
rctisn af the water, He
dlrew 2 '.:,.'n'llﬂll fisr warves o0
les crcle l,].l.:.' tabler, which
he much admired, BExcoored
abowr his incredible new
deseen, he ran o slow oo
all Tus fraends. MNow lus
confemplitive Phoenician
wis very differene and ma
always  understoned b b
commion friends. Upon see
ing buis manvelous new creas
cieon, thoey stared ar i quise
BafBed. They saw no foscm-
hlanoe berween this soribhle
i aml the churnng of the
se. Their enly commenss
WO a ]'«l.'l'.'.'i'l.'l: M anad
o, e Frism I|'|I.'I'L'].:PL'A'
the legerd of mew, Nog quite
what the scholarly Phooni-
cian had inomumd, Bauroar
least swgme o caeugrhit o,



Hello, I am Samerh, anud in the form presented here [ am a lewer in the Phoenician alphaber. My shape and name have
changed so drastically over the long centuries thar you probably wouldnt know what lereer 1 am today. My beginnings
originate with the Egyptians, when in their hieroglyphic alphaber I was a picture of a sword. During years of change,
my image lost some of its omate qualities until in the Hieratic alphaber I became juse a simplified symbol of a sword.
I leoked like a long, horizontal seroke intersected on ene side by two shore strokes. It was chen chat [ received my

name Sareerlr, When the Phoenicians ook me over, they kept my old name, yet they added one more bori
zontal stroke and turmed me 907 so now | am standing up instead of lying down. I guess in the form that [
appear here [ could pass for a legter 1o some Ornental alphaber. Bur thae 5 not the end of my story, and you
are probably wondering if 1 am srill around and in use in the 20th century? Well, during my cakover by
the Grocks [ do not dhange my form mudh, yet they rename me. My name 15 now x7. Then che Romans,
while adapring me into their alphaber, dhange my shape into some thing thar looks like the leer X, 30 ]
am still around, not as an 5, which might be a pretty good guess, but as the third from the lase letver in che
alphaber used in writing chis. A letrer most often used to represent mysterious and unknown
facrors, numbers, people, etc....X. Hello, I am Sameth, and in che
form presented here [ am a lecter in the Phoenician alphabee. My shape and
name have dhanged so drastically over the long centuries thar you probably wouldnt
know what lecter T am roday. My beginnings onginate with the Egyptians, when in their hicroglyphic
alphabet I was a picture of a sword. During years of change, my image lost some of
its ormate qualitks until in the Hieranic alphabes I became just a simplifed
symbol of a sword. I looked like a long, horizoncal scroke inter sected on one side by
two shore serokes. It was then chae [ received my name Samedh. When the Phoenicians
ook me over, they kepr my old name, yer they added one more horizonal stroke and umed me 907 so
now [ am stancing up instead of lying down, : I guess in the form chat | appear here
| could pass for a lereer in some Oriencal alph aber. Bue that is not the end
of my story, and you are probably wondering if I am still around and in use in
the 20th century? Well, during my takover by the Greeks | do not dange my form mud, yet
they rename me. My name is now x7. Then the Romans, while adapting me into cheir alphaber, dhange
my shape into something that looks like che lecter X, So I am sill amund, not as an 5, which mighe be a
precty good guess, bue as che chird from che lase leter in the alphabet used in writing this. A letter most often
userd 10 mepreEnn mystenious and unkmrwn Bctors, numbers, people, etc.... X Hello, T am Sameth, and in the form

presented here [ am a lecter in the Phoenician alphaber. My shape and name have changed so drastically over che
long centuries that you probably wouldnt know whart leteer | am today. My beginnings originate wich the Egyprians,
when in their hieroglyphic alphabet SAMETH was a picture of a sword. During vears of dange, my image lose some
of its omarte qualities until in the Hiertic alphabet [ became juse a simplified symbol of 2 sword. 1 looked like 2 long,
horizontal stroke intersected on one side by two shor strokes, It was then that 1 received my name Sared, When che
Phoenicians took me over, they kept my old name, vet they added one more horizontal stroke and tumed me 90° so
now I am standing up instead of lying down. I guess in the form thar I appear here 1 could pass for a letter in some
Oriental alphabet. But chat is not the end of my story, and you are probably wondering if [ am still around and in use
in che 20¢th century? Well, during my takover by the Greeks [ do not dange my form mudh, yer they rename me.



Thee ailghatel i Eu el Py S,
T mond Girwenal, an B moll sacky sdaglahe dyiles
£ 2] el B O BTl
P Pt B ahish O Fpladked.

WSS el B il i A, O Prosmseoas pipheted
el i i 2200 £F I Curvesl 0RaE,
e Wiy, B O,

B O e, i Iportant i 0 T, in Ehp Aralad nomitar
aypioem. Linnl pop 0 Zer wap pied T n.rrhrn'ﬂ-lt—
Sl Lkdniy o the O
¥ el BOPREH FY R
B B i o i Engiay, Wneech, Raeaen, Chirrraie, Mt
T, Poligh, Duich, Cmch, Cxaties, Winish,

Froegh, Funogran, srd masy other engeages. § sas derived from
o Wp et orcn bl By Brcent Hatrre,
Pragguiars,

G, Exsoare, i Prtu'd




0
P
H

Coualay hadreular and th
werical the Fhaonkean it
tor EOPH maieos n

i forms logathar noa
bod £ ST i Nl lidan
Trer S H s i lieed o 1
QAL girar solengis (hiasa Dang-
MANIETIG NAMDS Tl 0ss

willl winwes's, negiessiny fgr
CHPE] pronuncation. Many
babave e markey ba bo
CoPtrs arcadlar. Tha ko
IS TS S ey | e 2o




Perra. Phern

aia, 1 alimeeall Flri s @ yoem ea

il righel. U mrislemre® [ =, el
hen hpakm, p-ilu-nr-:.'l'nh-t:rl.w-ll-
b ther | hesrmbreanie 1oy ohilmstalod Chet godas (4 ol @

Pk La g il Ui dreation of a6 alphale is B0
0 . Theirs was hs Favi wrnes lsgaags i whe b sasl
whi i HHH-IFHH%HH!‘E@ . Wor alea b
L L LT KL PR -
wles] smlagai ey derpe —'MI1“|‘H,II_’_|L-'
pmbel for waber. [ {AAEHLEpirom ibeir symBel for Diallod , Bt sk
1] -I—-Hhﬂu-ﬂﬂh—r I'"Tll:l. lIllI-ll -l#h ambwenm® Thes
awrrudir , slired

bl Eup il e,
era i h..'!l'i'hl.:l'l'h Fhemiripss mmjeped prowi posg-ra
:'l-!ﬂr::-ﬂl Bt | 3060 el R0 LA, Rewil Hﬂ-nlﬁﬂ u.u.'.
man rghe i ad H O plor renderies of foaloer, Tha Reman wbs e b
llhh.lnld--t..l'-lrundh L L o e | T

. by rm i by ama | il |ber mammbiay ool slavs. e Faer |
- g e a-nﬂmm-hnmﬂmh-dm 1l
wmay i, jrivis wim bul b harlarias mraders dering Kb forkize pul
Fall ol chir s Koot b 1o [l wwemrmrn &, 01, o 31w ot 0
wulurd wivkll the Brgimming of ke =enibih reatary. Toley, pres
E.I.lltmh-—rﬂ.u-l--ﬂ-l—r' Kndeed s e |
vt frspate drong baslorical oyvebones anp
oa L 1" B s e i Wl v g s Lt el L ki y e
ol alarway pir homsesrm ws TETH t"‘p.l..‘.ﬂ‘llﬂ:l..
Mfﬂhnﬂ}mﬂ.l“iﬂup.ur
art ol nhe a'phiatei;
- |-.|-P||I-|. |||I-ll--lI.g-lul-!lil--ﬂ..-lmhll.I
ey e maris plrs.




	letterform1_1
	letterform1_10
	letterform1_11
	letterform1_12
	letterform1_13
	letterform1_14
	letterform1_18
	letterform1_2
	letterform1_22
	letterform1_24
	letterform1_25
	letterform1_4
	letterform1_6
	letterform1_7

