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Anatomy of Letterforms



Character and Glyphs

• A character refers to the smallest semantic unit of a 
language or simple put a sign in a given language, for 
example a lowercase e or an uppercase A.

• A glyph on the other hand is a specific form the 
character can take in a font. For example the letter e 
can take the form of a small cap.
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Ligature

• A ligature is a special character that combines two (or 
sometimes three) letters into a single character. Type 
designers create ligatures because they look better than 
setting the same character combinations individually, 
and also to solve the problem of characters that “crash”
into each other when set in adjacent positions. Learning 
when and how to use ligatures, and when not to, is an 
important typographic skill.
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Hyphens: En-dashes and Em-dashes
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