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“Doing Nothing Everyday” (Revised)

The major revisions I made were based on feedback given by my professor, peers, and friends. I clarified my introduction, fixed grammar mistakes, and broke up paragraphs so it did not seem so chunky. I also added a few sentences towards the end because it needed more transition.

		It was a freezing December day but luckily, I was home in my winter pajamas, sitting in my gaming chair playing GTA with my heater on full blast. It was my freshman year at James Madison High school and luckily, neither of my parents were home - My dad was on a business trip in California and my mom was working in the Metro Tech area... When most parents leave their child at home, they expect them to do what is right, right? Unfortunately, I was not on the “right” path, I was hardly even on a path... More like a steep, rocky descent. I had been cutting school for around 2-3 weeks only because I had received a new schedule that I really did not like. On top of that, I was hanging around with the wrong group of people. I thought it would make me “cool” to skip class, stay home and just play video games. I was quite literally doing nothing every day. "People say nothing is impossible, but I do nothing everyday” said A. A. Milne. This is quite literally what I was doing - nothing. I feel like everyone has felt this way at one point or another, that school was useless, what are these teachers teaching us and why? 
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	So, there I was playing Grand Theft Auto V, doing nothing - that was until I saw my phone begin to ring. I glanced at my phone to check who was calling me, I thought it was just a friend - But to my surprise, it was my mom calling. At first, I did not think anything of it, she just wanted me to get something at the store on my way home from school. There is no way she could have figured out that I have been cutting school for the past few weeks. I go on to ignore multiple calls, I figured she would just assume I was in class. Just as I thought the coast was clear, I got another phone call from my mother and another, another, and another. Now this is where my heart starts racing and my body starts to heat up. My mother keeps calling me and I am not answering. If she found out, it would have been impossible for me to get out of this lie. A minute later, I got a text from my mom saying “Jonathan, you better pick up the phone right now!” At this point, I knew it was over for me... I could hear her voice in my head, all the yelling and screaming. For what felt like the 100th time, my mom called and this time, I picked up. My mother immediately starts talking in an angry and loud voice “How could you do this, what have you even been doing for this long at home, how could you lie to me? You are causing me so many problems now I must make time and make an appointment with your guidance counselor and principal because of your actions!” At this point, I did not have time to start thinking about how my mother figured out I was skipping school. All I knew was that it was going to feel like forever until my mom came home from work that day. What was a nice and relaxing day at home all by myself, turned into my nerves bouncing around until my mother got home. I started making up assignments, cleaning the house, doing the laundry, trying to have my mom in the best mood possible when she got home. Even though I was doomed either way. 
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	The second my mom walked into the house; she ordered me out to the living room. I came out of my room and ran to her not knowing what to say. I am frozen, it is like I just fell into an ice bath. My mother starts telling me how my guidance counselor thought something was wrong with me and how this could have been a much worse situation if she did not get a hold of my mother or father. She is telling me how much stress I caused her, and I felt so guilty, I did not even bother trying to lie or apologize because that would just make things worse. This is where actions would speak louder than words, in a sense. I knew I had lost my parents' trust, and I could not do anything about it. 
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	Fast forward to the following day - It was cloudy, cold, and mushy but I was on my way to school, ready to face the consequences. I got to school an hour early, because I was so scared of running into my mom at home. To enter my old high school, you needed a school I.D to swipe into the school. Your Madison ID confirmed that you attended this high school, what time you swiped into the building, etc. So, I swiped in with my I.D and the computer started ringing. The person at the computer tells me to go through the metal detectors and to come back around and wait with them. I think to myself, well, here we go at 7:40 in the morning and I have my first altercation. My guidance counselor, Ms. Lau, gets me and escorts me to her office. We sit down in her office and get right to talking. She starts asking me if everything was okay at home, why I was skipping school, and so on. My response was straight up, I was not being smart, and I was not considering my future. She tells me how things could have escalated and been much worse, but she was here to work with me - Which I appreciated. She told me to not tell the teachers that I have been cutting school and to tell them that I was on vacation and that she would help me out with the teachers on make-up work and getting back on track. I got a conduct sheet and my teachers had to sign it, showing proof that I was in every single class, every day for a month. And I was fine with that, it was fair. 
  
[bookmark: _Int_w3ljfxv8][bookmark: _Int_NkcWXZKT]On top of the conduct sheet, we had to have a meeting with Ms. Lau and my parents. The meeting happened very quickly, just the next day and after the meeting, I was forced to get a tracking app on my phone called Life360. My parents lost trust in me, but I would say they were more disappointed. The consequences went on to include that I could not come home later than 9:00 P.M, I had to show my parents my grades every day and had to give daily updates about new assignments and tests. It took about two years to regain their trust, during covid times. Ms. Lau told me how I needed to get myself on the right path and that might mean distancing myself from the friends I previously had. I agreed, she taught me how school was important and even if I did not believe in it, it was mandatory. She told me how she was the same in high school and how she also learned that education is important and will help you succeed. 

Annotated Bibliography
The major revisions I made were based off the professor's comments and from peer reviews. I clarified how DNA plays a role in exonerations. In addition, I made connections between DNA, exonerations, false convictions, and contributing factors.
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Unit 3 – Infographic (Revised)
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFTL7i9M7M/sc9KSxPG_4DJQByIytef_g/view?utm_content=DAFTL7i9M7M&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
Artist Statement – Unit 3

This project is based on current events occurring in the world. Right now, the United States has the highest exonerations this year than any other year. These innocent individuals who were falsely convicted were convicted based on several contributing factors. I became interested in this topic because of a high school forensics class that I took in my senior year. That class led me to stay interested in forensics, false convictions, DNA, Innocence Project, etc. In addition, to watching Live P.D, Border Patrol, Customs and Border Protection, etc.
[bookmark: _Int_mYUrRLzB]The purpose of me creating this project is to show and bring to light the number of mistakes criminal justice makes and the misconduct being ignored. The people of the United States have the right to liberty, freedom, and happiness. It is unfair for the people of the United States to be treated this way. The sixth amendment of the constitution states that the people have the right to a speedy and public trial. The sixth amendment states “by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnessing his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.” The audience I want to direct this information to activists, lawyers, even the judicial system. These audiences specifically because they are the ones who can really make a change. Activists will fight for the right cause, fight for government officials to be held accountable for their misconduct. Lawyers may open suits against police departments and appeal cases to fight for falsely convicted individuals. My project was displayed in front of a classroom of my peers.
I chose an infographic for my project. Because of the seriousness of my topic and the audience it is directed at I chose to make an infographic. The infographic allows the audience to read information about why exonerations are at an all-time high and the contributing factors and graphs and statistics to support my points. It is also written in a formal style because of the older audience I am targeting. 
	
The project was easy to complete once I had my timeline/outline complete. I first started by finding an article/infographic that I can use to get some ideas from. I found a TIMES article about exonerations and found a similar outline on Canva. The article consisted of several pieces of text and images supporting the points in the text. So, I used the same writing style except in a formal way. Then I complied data from my annotated bibliography and started putting it into the template I found on Canva. I searched for images that contained statistics about exoneration and the contributing factors. What did not go so well was taking data from my annotated bibliography and putting it into the article. I found current information and tried combining it with the data from my annotated bibliography. What went well was finding the template and sourcing the images in my infographic. I did throw out my original idea altogether at first because I realized that it would not work, and I did not have any experience in video editing. I did turn for help to my girlfriend because I wanted someone to review my final product and see if there was anything I should change or add. 
Now that my project is done, it turned out better than expected. At first, I thought I was going to be stuck and that the project was just going to be a big stack of words. If I were given all the time, money, and expertise in the world, I would not have done much differently. I would have done an interview with a person who is qualified to speak about this topic and incorporate it into a news article/infographic. The project was not easy, but it was not hard, I would say it was challenging doing this as a college project. However, it was interesting, more interesting than just writing a bunch of words on Microsoft Word. I feel like I would use these skills in the future for when I must share information with colleagues or do work presentations or even higher education classes.
SOURCES USED
“Sixth Amendment.” Legal Information Institute, Legal Information Institute, https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/sixth_amendment.
Final Reflection 
		
[bookmark: _Int_l8Q1dT7q][bookmark: _Int_02X72iMn]This is my first semester in college, and it is over. It feels like just yesterday I walked into City Tech feeling lost, confused, and overwhelmed. However, time flew by now it is finals time. I have learned a lot this semester especially from my English Professor Ms. Hall. Coming into this semester I was a below average writer. I struggled with writing throughout High School. The first assignment was a struggle, the educational narrative. I thought I would not be able to meet the word count, that it would sound too repetitive, and that it would not flow good. It was not a great paper however, I completed it. From completing Unit 1 Paper to Unit 2 Paper to Unit 3 Paper, I noticed that my writing skills improved. My Unit 1 Paper consisted of a few mistakes that I have learned from since then. Some of those mistakes are repeating myself, paragraphs being too long, the flow not being “flowy,” some grammar errors, run-on sentences, and focusing on past tense or present tense verbs. If we were to compare my Unit 1 Paper to my Unit 3 Paper, there would be drastic improvements. My Unit 3 Paper had flow, my point was straight forward, had adequate supporting materials, and had a good summary/conclusion. After completing all these assignments, I would have to say my least favorite assignment would be the educational narrative. One of my weaknesses in writing is figurative language and the educational narrative required a lot of figurative language. My favorite assignment would have to be the Unit 3 Paper. The Unit 3 Paper allowed me to use my creativity to create an infographic about my topic. In addition, I had interest in the topic I wrote which further motivated me to put my maximum effort into the assignment. I enjoyed having the ability to choose how I want to display my information.
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	Making decisions in my assignments about content and design was not challenging. Making decisions in my assignments was not hard considering we were given details in the assignment of what we were supposed to do. As I progressed through the semester, my writing changed, such as how I read text and think. When we first started Unit 1, I had basic writing and thinking skills. I did not read things with a goal, just to finish the reading. Now I understand based on the type of text given it is better to read with something to answer, that way I can retain information better. Previously, I spoke about my weaknesses and mistakes in my writing. As I am at the end of the semester, my writing has improved, and I have learned from the mistakes I made in my previous papers. As I stated earlier, my Unit 1 Paper was repetitive, had run-on sentences, etc. My papers now are formal, grammar checked, and have a flow. What allowed me to fix these mistakes is by using the writing center to my advantage. 

These papers and this course have taught many useful skills for the future. Not only did this class just improve my writing skills, but it will help me succeed in the future and in other college courses. The skills I learned I can use to create presentations for my future career and speeches for my Public Speaking course. Here I will mention pieces of my writing that I have learned from. “It was a freezing day in December, luckily, I am home all alone, cozy in my pajamas, the heater blasting. I am sitting in a room with the LED lights on, in a wonderfully comfortable gaming chair. I had pajamas and a hoodie on while playing Grand Theft Auto V on my gaming computer. Both my parents are outside of the house.” Here in this quote from my Unit 1 Paper you see that one sentence is using a verb that is past tense and the last sentence is using a present tense verb. This was a quite common mistake in my writing. It shows that I had a lot to learn. These quotes moving forward will show that I did improve. “An article, “Wrongful Convictions and DNA Exonerations: Understanding the Role of Forensic Science” shown on the National Institute of Justice discusses the factors to why wrongful convictions even happen in the first place. In addition, the article helps better understand the role of forensic science in criminal cases.” This quote from my Unit 2 Bibliography shows formal writing. It shows a difference between my old writing and my newer writing. “After looking at Herman William's case, statistics about exoneration, and the contributing factors we now know why exoneration is at an all-time high. There are many factors however, the most important ones that we discussed today are government misconduct and false confession.” This quote shows a piece of writing from my Unit 3 infographic of me wrapping up the article.



	

