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I am interested in how DNA advancements impact exonerations.
There are several reasons to why I am interested in this topic.

In high school, I was very interested in the role of forensic
science in the criminal justice system. DNA is one of the big

roles that play into part of forensic science. I took
Introduction to Law classes and a Forensic Science class which

made me really interested in this topic. In addition, I was
always very curious how we have such a strong criminal justice

system, yet we still have so many errors occurring at the cost
of the people’s time and life. I expect to find much information

on this topic. For example, I expect to find contributing factors,
how DNA impact exonerations, how many people get exonerated

because of DNA testing. If there is information that goes
completely against with what I had expected to find, I will not

throw it away. I will write about my topic either way if the
information goes completely against it. I will challenge my own
assumptions and be open minded. However, the information may

not go completely against what I had expected because I have no
assumptions, this is purely an informative topic and is not meant

to sway anyone’s opinions.





The organization that wrote this article is the Innocence
Project. The Innocence Project is nonprofit legal organization

that is committed to exonerating individuals who have been
wrongly convicted, through the use of DNA testing and

working to reform the criminal justice system to prevent
future injustice. The primary audience the Innocence Project

seeks to attract is people are who currently serving time for a
crime they did not commit. Other audiences may be workers in

the criminal justice system such as judges, lawyers,
prosecutors, and law enforcement. The reason the Innocence
Project posted this article at this particular time is because
Herman William’s conviction was overturned that same day.

This article is shown on their very own website
“innocenceproject.org.” Here, the organization is trying to

inform people about the defects in the criminal justice system.



An article published by the Innocence Staff titled “Herman
Williams Is Exonerated After Nearly Three Decades of

Wrongful Conviction”, showed the world Herman William’s
conviction was vacated and was released after nearly 29 years
in prison. Herman Williams is now 58 years old and a decorated
member of the United States Navy. Mr. Williams was sentenced

to a crime he did not commit according to the new DNA evidence
found by the Innocence Project. Mr. Williams was convicted

based on “scientifically unsupported forensic pathology
testimony regarding the victim’s time of death, that the

prosecution hid favorable evidence at his original trial, and
that the detective who claimed Mr. Williams confessed is now
known to have engaged in a pattern of misconduct, including

securing false confessions and claiming suspects made
admissions of guilt in other innocence cases.” Here is proof

showing Mr. Williams was not associated with the crime “DNA
testing completed in 2021 and performed on biological material

collected from under Ms. Williams’ fingernails during the
autopsy — which was significant because she had clearly

struggled with her attacker — revealed male DNA that does
not belong to Mr. Williams. Further DNA testing also

demonstrated that small amounts of blood from Mr. Williams’
truck — which the State used to link to Ms. Williams through

now-outdated blood typing — does not, in fact, belong to her. ”
This shows how even with all the technology we possess there

will always be error. “The misapplication of forensic science
has contributed to 52% of wrongful convictions in Innocence

Project cases. False or misleading forensic evidence was a
contributing factor in 24% of all wrongful convictions

nationally, according to the National Registry of
Exonerations.” Therefore, Herman Williams was released from

prison after nearly three decades in prison. 





An article, “Wrongful Convictions and DNA Exonerations:
Understanding the Role of Forensic Science” shown on the
National Institute of Justice discusses the factors to why

wrongful convictions even happen in the first place. In
addition, the article helps better understand the role of

forensic science in criminal cases.  According to the Innocence
Project, there are six contributing causes for wrongful
convictions. The six contributing causes are eyewitness

misidentification, false confessions or admissions, government
misconduct, inadequate defense, informants, and unvalidated
or improper forensic evidence.  False confessions/admissions

may be coerced by government officials to close a case sooner
and help better their “picture”. Inadequate defense meaning the
defendant did not have a professional public defense lawyer or

simply could not afford a lawyer. To add on, the lawyer may
have been unprofessional, was not attentive, and did not show

care to the case. Government misconduct may mean
professionals giving expert testimony based on unvalidated

evidence to help better their portfolio and/or career.
However, Dr. Jon Gould and his colleagues identified “10 factors
do not cause that led to wrongful conviction.” These 10 factors

are younger defendant, criminal history, weak prosecution
case, prosecution withheld evidence, lying by a non-eyewitness,

unintentional witness misidentification, misinterpreting
forensic evidence at trial, weak defense, defendant offered a

family witness, states with a “punitive” culture. These “10
factors” do also relate with the Innocence Project’s “causes”.
The NRE website lists a total of “1,944 exonerations since 1989

and improper forensic science is cited in 24 percent of all
exonerations.” As you can see by the statistics listed in the

article there are many factors that leads to wrongful
convictions. 



Gerald M. La Porte the author of “Wrongful Convictions and
DNA Exonerations: Understand the Role of Forensic Science.”
Gerald M. La Porte is the Director of Research Innovation at

the Global Forensic and Justice Center. Mr. La Porte has over 18
years of experience as a Forensic Chemist and Document Dating

Specialist in the field of forensic science. In addition to,
conducting over 70 lectures, seminars, and training events in 13

different countries for law enforcement agencies,
professional organizations, and technical experts. The

organization that is the publisher of this article the Office of
Justice Programs is a government agency that focuses on crime

prevention through research and development. Gerald’s
attitude toward DNA advancements is very serious as he is
devoted his career to teach others on the role of forensic

science in the criminal justice system. As stated earlier, Gerald
has over 18 years of experience in the forensic science field.

Gerald’s authority for writing this article to inform the people
about the mistakes made in the criminal justice system even

though there is such advanced technology to stop these
mistakes happening in the first place. The primary audience

Gerald is trying to reach is other forensic scientists. We see
this by the number of statistics shown in the article such as
“Some labs have closed because of a lack of quality control –

the Detroit crime lab in 2008, the Nassau County (NY) crime lab
in 2011, and the St. Paul (MN) police crime lab in 2012. Although

many of these scandals are associated with bad forensic
science, the root cause of the failures is the lack of a suitable

quality control program or “bad forensic scientists.” Other
audiences may be new forensic scientists coming into the field. .  



We know this because in the article Gerald discusses the
factors to wrongful convictions and forensic methods that are

commonly used in the field. The occasion for this article may
have been because of the number of exonerations occurring in

that following year and the further advancement of DNA
technology. This article is shown on the “National Institute of

Justice” (nij.ojp.gov). The purpose of writing this article is to
inform people about the number of wrongful convictions

occurring and to further advance people’s knowledge of the
role of forensic science in the criminal justice system. The
article uses several graphs, data, statistics to help people

understand why there are so many wrongful convictions in our
criminal justice system. The author uses a formal tone to share

facts and data. This article helps us understand how DNA
advancements impact exonerations. The article uses other

sources such as the Innocence Project and the National
Registry of Exonerations to better establish credibility



This article was very informative with the way it provided the
statistics, graphs, data, and citations from other supporting

materials. The article established credibility and had
statistics from other sources such as the National Registry of

Exonerations, more than 20 cases showing the reason why they
were wrongfully convicted. I strongly agree with the

information provided in this article. The criminal justice has
such advanced technology yet there are so many to factors

that can lead to an innocent person getting wrongfully
convicted. “Because DNA can provide factually irrefutable
evidence in some cases, the idea that innocent people can be

found guilty has gained more awareness and acceptance over
the past two decades. As a result, we have come to learn more
about erroneous convictions.” As stated earlier, there is such

advanced technology in this world yet there are many
wrongful convictions happening in today’s world. 



In the article, “DNA Testing and the Death Penalty” discusses
the technological advancements on DNA. The article discusses

the importance of DNA and how convicts deserve to have
another DNA testing. In addition, the article cites certain
cases such as Earl Washington’s case and Frank Lee Smith’s

case.  Deoxyribonucleic acid or short for “DNA is an essential
molecule that is part of every cell in our body. Essential,

because it enables an embryonic cell to become and exist as a
functioning being.” DNA is so important because it

differentiates different people based off the results taken on
of a person’s or animal’s skin, saliva, semen, blood, or hair. These

biological samples can help “convict or exonerate with great
accuracy” as stated in the text. However, this biological

evidence will only help if the evidence is “properly collected,
preserved and kept from contamination and if the analysis is

done correctly.” If these factors are done incorrectly, it may
give false results and lead to false convictions. For example,

Earl Washington who was convicted in 1984 for rape and murder
would not have been pardoned in the year 2000 if there was no
DNA testing to save him. “DNA tests conducted long after Mr.
Washington’s sentencing proved that he was not the rapist.”

This shows how DNA advancements have helped exonerations
overtime. “In the U.S., as of September 2011, 273 people including

17 death row inmates, have been exonerated by use of DNA tests.



“DNA Testing and the Death Penalty” is published by ACLU. “The
American Civil Liberties Union was founded in 1920 and is our

nation’s guardian of liberty” according to ACLU. “The ACLU
works in the courts, legislatures, and communities to defend
and preserver the individual rights and liberties guaranteed
to all people in this country by the Constitution and laws of

the United States.” The organization’s attitude towards
people’s rights is very strong and professional. The

organizations strive to hold the criminal justice system
accountable for the mistakes they make and to keep the

criminal justice system from making mistakes. We see this by the
amount of federal advocacy, supreme court cases, court

battles, and the information that they keep posting and file.
The ACLU’s authority is to help continue the defense of people’s

rights and freedoms. The ACLU’s primary audience is for “all
Americans in courts across the country” as stated by the ACLU.
Other audiences the ACLU has is the “left-leaning demographic

such as immigrants, labor unions, LGBT people, the poor,
prisoners, and the severely mentally ill” as stated by

the InfluenceWatch. The ACLU’s purpose is to inform the people
of the mistakes that happen in the criminal justice system, for

the people to knowledgeable and informed, and to fight for
what’s right.  



The ACLU’s genre is formal and informative. They use this genre
specifically to be able to inform all Americans regardless of
their race or socio-economic status. As stated earlier, “left-
leaning demographic such as immigrants, labor unions, LGBT

people, the poor, prisoners, and the severely mentally ill”. Even
though the article does not specifically show emotions, it uses

statistics to help bring to light the injustice of the courts.
Using certain evidence such as actual cases. For example, “He
died of cancer in January 2000, while on death row before the
completion of the DNA test results that proved his innocence

ten months later.” ACLU uses other sources such as the
Innocence Project to help support and verify their information.

This article by the ACLU shows how DNA advancements helped
exonerations.



Above all, we have learned that DNA impacts exoneration. DNA
plays a huge role in the criminal justice system and the forensic

field. After reading the article “Wrongful Convictions and
DNA Exonerations: Understand the Role of Forensic Science”

written by Gerald M. La Porte we learned that DNA could
identify many factors such as where a person might have been,

blood stains identifying a person or maybe an animal, shell
casings identifying what gun it was shot from and how long ago

it was shot, etc. As seen in Herman William’s case, he was
convicted based on a false confession, police misconduct, and

false DNA. However, Mr. William’s was exonerated after having
a DNA retest showing that his DNA was not on the victim’s

fingernails proving that he wasn’t the attacker as the victim
was being defensive. “DNA testing completed in 2021 and

performed on biological material collected from under Ms.
Williams’ fingernails during the autopsy — which was

significant because she had clearly struggled with her
attacker — revealed male DNA that does not belong to Mr.

Williams.” After researching for a few weeks, I have found a
few things that surprised me. The articles all had a few things

in common and one of those things was the factors that
contribute to false convictions. Almost all false convictions
happen because of government misconduct, police misconduct,
false admissions, inadequate defense, mentally ill being taken

advantage of, and inaccurate data. That’s what really
surprised me, our government has such a big budget for the

criminal justice system yet so many “mistakes” happen. .   



I believe that forensic scientists/analysts and law
enforcement agencies should know greatly about the power of
forensic science. In the text above, Herman William’s is a great

example of how forensic science can impact one’s sentencing.
Not only may it impact one’s sentencing but expose corrupt

officials such as the detective that was working on the Herman
William case. Learning how DNA impacts exonerations was very

important to learn about because it shows the importance of
structure in our criminal justice system, it also shows even how

much structure the system has there are always mistakes and
wrongdoings happening because of corrupt individuals and

government misconduct
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