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Unit #1

Reflection

In unit one,  I had to write a word or phrase that impacted me. It could be any  discourse

community that I’m part of. For me finding a phase or a short phase was difficult to find. One of

the reasons why I think it was difficult was that I didn't know that much about myself. I had

different phases but I thought It  was wrong. One of the phases was “ naciste para hacer feliz”

This is a phrase that my dad used to say to me every time I felt sad. This phase in english means

“ you were born to be happy.” I decided not to write about this phase because there wasn't much

to say in my opinion. A word that I decided to write about is Manita. This word comes   from

hermanita, which in english means sister.  This’s a word that I use with my sister everyday.

In unit one I made some mistakes.One of the mistakes I made in this unit was that I did not

use  capital words  when I had to use them. This was a mistake because I did not review my

essay very well before submitting it. Another mistake I made in my essay was that readers were

lost when reading my essay because some sentences didn't make much sense. Something that I

would like to change and make more paragraphs like these in my essay is to make more

statements like these "Every time she goes to sleep she always says" Manita please drag me.

"She doesn't fall asleep if I don't scratch her back . She is such an attachment, that she has on me

that the truth is I don't know if I am doing her harm. I don't know if I did something wrong in

Yearning her so much. " This is an example of the statements that the reader wants to read more.

One thing I could make of my essay much better by making sentences like this one. Correcting

my essay gives me a second chance to do a better job. After all, I really liked this unit because I
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was able to write the great feeling that I feel for my sister. I am a person who likes to write about

my feelings, therefore this unit was a bit easy for me.
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Unit #1

Final report

On May 4 of 2012, Mi Manita was born in the Dominican Republic. At first, I felt jealous

because all her attention was on her.  At that time I didn't understand the amount of attention and

time that a baby needed. But Manita became my everything. I learned how to change a baby's

diaper for the first time, How to carry a baby and how to fit her as well, and many other things.

She changed my whole life because with only 10 years I had the privilege of taking care of her

and always being there for her when she needs me.

One year after Manita was born my family came to the United States. When we arrived in

New York City, Manita and I had a great change in our lives. We went from playing on a large

patio to playing in a small apartment. I came to this country with a purpose and it was to have a

better future. For me, it is important to give a good example to mi Manita. I found out that I had

more responsibility for what example I wanted to give my Manita since all children copy

everything they see. I like to be an example for her and to copy all the good things about me. Of

course, we have a slightly different character but I still want the best for her. To this day I still

have the responsibility of setting a good example because I am the oldest Manita. Apart from

being her sister, I am her friend.

My Manita influences my life a lot because I don't want her to go through the mistakes that I

made. When I started learning how to read, I had a bad time trying to learn how to read. Usually,

my mom sat with me to teach me but the way she did it wasn't the right thing to do. She used to

sit with me with a book which was not a level for biggineers  and say “ Keysha que dice ahi?”

At that moment I  felt scared to read the words that she was saying to read. something that my
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mom didn't have at that time was patience. In my case, I always try to be patient with my sister.

When it comes to explaining any homework given to mi Manita at school, I try to explain to her

in a way that she understands and that keeps her interested. because the format of schools is

sometimes boring and does not hold the interest of children. but I like that she feels loved and

safe with me and that I am the first person that she tells her when she needs help with anything.

and I try to do everything possible for Manita.

I remember that there are still people who see me walking with that beautiful girl and ask

me “Quien es ella?” And they are surprised when I tell them that she is my sister. Well, because

we have different eye colors and some people  think that we don't look alike. At first, I felt bad

and there was a moment in my life that my self-esteem was on the floor. because I saw that

people considered my sister prettier. Most of the people asked me why don't we draw the same

eyes if we are sisters? and my answer was simply that we are daughters of different fathers. But

deep down in that comment, I felt insecure and bad. until I realized that everyone in the world is

special. I’m not white nor blue-eyed. But I Am  the La Morenita of the family. and I had the

privilege of being very similar to my beautiful mother. My Manita does not look so much like me

but nevertheless, the affection we have for each other is conditional.

Manita is very attached to me. In my junior year of high school, I went on a field trip to

Washington DC for three days. She always called me facetime from her tablet. Manita spent the

three days that I was on the trip bored and sad. Whenever I am going to go somewhere I have to

give her explanations as if she were my mother. She always wants to be where I am. But we have

different ages and I can't take her to places where there are no children because she will get

bored. Anyway, I have to leave her at home even if it hurts to leave her crying. When I go out

with my friends, Manita always waits for me to get home. Every time she goes to sleep she
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always says “ Manita please arrascame”. She doesn't fall asleep if I don't scratch her back. She is

such an attachment, that she has on me that the truth is I don't know if I am doing her harm. I

don't know if I did something wrong in Añoñarla so much.  Manita during this past month had

changed a lot. She’s nine now and we sleep in different beed now but in the same room. Now she

doesn't ask me to arrascarla. She is getting so independent now but she keeps asking me “ para

donde tu vas?” She asks me where I'm going everytime I go out.

I am neither the first nor the last person to call his sister Manita. This word many people

from Latin America use to call a very close person. Some call friends Manita, it all depends on

the relationship that they have because if you see that friend as more than just a friend that’s your

Manita. This word can be used in two different ways. It's as if they have two in one with the

word “Manita”. In English, it does not sound the same as in Spanish because Manita I came as a

sister in Spanish. I use the same concept with my brother who has been my Manito. Something

that I enjoy hearing is that my five-year-old brother also calls my sister Manita. I like that the

traditions and affectionate names that we say to our brothers pass from generation to generation.

No matter how big she would always be my Manita. I love my sister so much that I only use the

word Manita with her. I only call Manito to my brother and Manita to my sister.
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Unit #2

Reflection

On this unit we had to focus on one particular topic. We have to look for problems or

issues in our discourse community, And write an article. At first the idea of writing an article was

seen as something impossible that I could not do. but in the course of doing this work I had the

opportunity to read different articles that helped me to follow their format of an article. The main

topic that really makes an impact in my life is Fast Fashion. I used to buy a lot of clothes from

fast fashion stores that I didn't even know what fashion was. Like unit one, In unit two there

were some sentences that the reader was not able to understand. One thing I will do this time is

to read my article aloud because this will help me if what I wrote actually makes sence. Another

thing is that I have to make my introduction much better by talking about myself more. I made

my introduction too short. That's why I should fix it and make it more interesting. This will make

the reader read more about it. My last error was thatI forgot to put a citation  in my evidence.

This will make my article more relalible. To conclude, Unit two I was able to experience

different types of writing because I never had the chance to write an article and it came much

better than I thought.
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Unit #2

Final report

The darker side of fast fashion

Most people like to look good and wear trending clothing. Trending clothing is clothing

that is very popular for the season. A lot of people buy trending clothing because most of the

social media influencers have it and they want to look as fashionable as possible.  I’m one of

those people  because the way that I look is part of my identity. Fashion is important in our  life

because we can express ourselves with the clothes we wear. Before writing this essay I didn't

know anything about this topic. I used to buy from fast fashion brands every week. Just because

if I see anything that I like and it looks good on me I buy it. But I was unconscious about the low

price of these clothes. a phrase that I grew up hearing is "what you buy cheap ends up being
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expensive." This is because there are many issues that people have excessive clothing from fast

fashion. And someone is paying the consequences.

Fast fashion plays a good game in our life because it is about making trendy clothes quick,

cheap, and disposable. With that being said people with a low income are able to buy the

clothing they want. Fast fashion is focused on replicating good brands like Gocci and other

stores, And making it with cheap  fabrics. The way that fast fashion gets the clothing is with

several retailers that are able to look at the runways and make garments really quickly. The term

fast fashion is  Most of the people buy from fast fashion brands and they don't even know.

During the past years this has been a big problem. One of the problems is that because the

clothing has a small price, The pay rate of the manufactory is really low. Fast fashion also affects

the Environment because most of the clothing ends up in the trash.  These are one of  the reasons

why we should be informed about this topic.

Not everything is beautiful as it appears. According to a fashion historian Tim Gunn,

“Fast fashion is also about, when we say fast it’s not gonna last very long.” What it means is that

fast fashion clothing is really cheap. And it's clothing that doesn't have any quality and that’s

why it is not gonna last longer than others. One example of Fast fashion is shein.com, Which is

an online retailer website that  had a 121% growth rate in 2020. This’s according to statista,

Remwe.com as the second one and Zara.com as the third one. What this means is that a lot of

people buy from these stores. This also shows that the stores that sell clothing of quality they

dont sell a lot of clothes. This Is because people can get the same clothing for a cheap price.  The

way of thinking is that most women don't like to repeat a piece of  clothing. They just focus on

the outfit or what is trading on social media. Also this makes the opportunity for people to dress

as their favorite influencers. Fast fashion makes replicas with the purpose of selling these
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clothing. For example Kim Kardashion wears a dress for her birthday in less than 24 hours and

fashion nova have the same dress. Kim kardashion has thousands of followers on social media. A

lot of people will definitely buy that dress. In 1980 the average of american that bought 12 new

clothes every year. But nowadays they buy  68 pieces of clothing  every year. This is relevant

because the amount of clothing that people buy has changed because of all fast fashion stores

that we have nowadays.

People buy from fast fashion stores and don't even know the working conditions of the

factory where these companies make the clothing. One reason why fast fashion is a problem is

that most of our clothes are made in places where the working conditions for the workers are

really bad.This is important because we have to be aware of what we buy and where the clothes

we buy come from. The amount of hours that people work in manufacturing countries is fourteen

to sixteen hours per day and they work the seven days of the week. The total amount of hours

that they made is around 96 hours per week.  And since that was not enough, the salary is very

minimal. The article Inhumane working conditions stated that “ So in summary, these brands are

bragging about paying their employees 5 times less than what a person actually needs to live

with dignity.” What this demonstrates is that the salary that they pay for those poor people is a

pittance compared to what those people work for. This also demonstrated that the salary is so low

that they don’t live well. The low price of fast fashion clothing  has this cost. That's the reason

why the prices are so low. Another reason is that "168 million children in the world are forced to

work." and this happens through the Fashion industry. This is very important because people

have to be aware of what is happening in the world and be informed. In particular I didn't have

the slightest idea of what was happening until I started doing this article.
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We are hurting our planet without even knowing. According to Rachel Brow,  each

american in the United States throws away 7 million towns of clothing but in the past 20 years

this number has doubled to 14 million tons. This is important because most of the people are

throwing away all these clothes and only wearing them. "In 2015, textile production created

more greenhouse gases than international flights and maritime shipping combined."   This is very

important because the clothes that we put on are doing more damage than the flights that came.

The real problem is the fabrics of the clothes are made from.  Only to make the cotton grow to

make a jacket takes 10,330 liters of water, and this is equal to 24 years of drinking water for one

person.   This is very important because most of these clothes end up in landfills and this is a

waste of materials. Imagine all the sacrifice and the worker's condition that the employee makes

to make a piece of clothing to end it up in the landfills.

One solution for this problem is that we should recycle our clothing or sell it. One way

that we can sell our used clothing is to download the Poshmark app and start selling the clothes

you no longer wear. This is a very good idea instead of throwing out your clothes. Most of the

dresses that I am selling in my store I only wore them once for a special occasion and you can

also do the same. It can be any type of clothing for adults and children. An efficient way to sell it

faster is by posting it on social networks. This page sells clothes that are used and people buy

them much cheaper than the original price. The price you have is with shipping included. This

might be a solution to start doing something about it. But there is actually a lot of pieology

clothing that we can get rid of just by selling used clothing. That’s why we have to reconsider

buying good clothing quality that lasts for a long time.  In conclusion, we should consent  to

people who constantly buy clothes. We had no information base on how and where the clothes

are made or the working conditions that the workers undergo. And when we buy these clothes

10



what we do is support the factories that agree to all inhumane working conditions and the

damage that is causing to the earth.

Articles

https://www.sustainyourstyle.org/old-working-conditions

https://www.roadrunnerwm.com/blog/textile-waste-environmental-crisis

Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GF3 bObac

graph

https://www-statista-com.citytech.ezproxy.cuny.edu/statistics/1212263/fast
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Unit #3

Reflection

In unit three we had to be creative and make a project based on how in the past years  had

changed me. At the beginning of this project I decided to make a video based on fast fashion.

Simply because I felt that it is a problem closely related to me because I like to dress well and

have beautiful clothes. I finished my project on time but I felt that something was missing.

Thanks to my classmates who shared their videos in class, I was able to see examples of topics

they used and how they  presented them. Seeing the work of my colleagues helped me to see that

most of my colleagues  enjoyed doing their project. From that moment I decided to change my

subject and talk a little more about myself. I decided to talk about my experience as a liberal art

student and my transition in finding what I want to study. This is very important to me because it

is something that I am living today and I know that in several months I will see this video again

and I will feel so proud. Because that was only the beginning of a path of mine to find what I

want to study. Of course, The video that I made was not perfect because I did it in four days. I

could be more creative in my project by having images. This is because some audiences get

bored and I hope they weren't bored because I did my best to keep the audience entertained. but

after all this unit helped me to grow as a person and to know that everything you propose is

possible.
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Final Reflection

During the last few years I have written many essays. Most of the essays I have written are

argumentative because I spent four years of my life writing these kinds of essays in high school.

But in my second semester of college I was focusing on finding myself as a reader and writer. It

was really hard for me to realize that I’m a writer and what I write has value. words are the only

thing that stays with us after we die. That is why it is always good to take into account the value

of the word.

One of the things I learned while reading other works by other writers was that when

writing an incantation we could mix two languages in one sentence. One example of this is in my

unit one essay when I stated that "Every time she goes to sleep she always says“ Manita please

drag me ”. She doesn't fall asleep if I don't scratch her back. She is such an attachment , that she

has on me that the truth is I don't know if I am doing her harm. I don't know if I did something

wrong in Yearning her so much. " One of the criticisms I received was that sentences like these

conveyed the feeling of poetry to the reader. But I needed to have more sentences like these in

my spell to have a better rehearsal. This helped me understand that there is nothing better than

being yourself when writing an essay. Because when I speak I mix English and Spanish but I do

it only with family and friends. Not when I'm writing an essay. But this helps me understand that

this is one of strategies that the author uses in their writing.

13



Unfortunately, Unit two was my least favorite unit but I learned a lot from that unit. I was able to

know more about the fast fashion industry and one of the errors that I made during this unit was

sentence structure. I had a lot of misspelled words that the reader was not able to understand.

Something that helped me improve this essay was reading the essay aloud. so I can differentiate

if what I wrote makes sense. Another error that I made from this unit was that I forgot to cite the

website that I got the information from. One of the reasons that I think that this is my least

favorite unit is because I had to do a lot of work making research. It was really hard for me to

maintain focus. But one thing that helped me get informed and interested  was youtube videos.

This is because I’m a visual learner and I like to see images when I’m learning something.   My

favorite unit was unit three because I was able to make a professional video of something that I

was doing for weeks. I had always wanted to make a video recording myself talking about

myself and something I do and with the unit three project I took the opportunity and I did. It felt

great to have done something that I had wanted to do for years. In unit three we have to make a

creative project based on a challenge or a change that I had in the past years. I think that the

reason why I like this unit a lot is because it was too personal. I always like to hear about other

people's personal experiences in order to grow as a person.

I liked reviewing my work that I did early in the semester because I was able to fix what I had

done wrong and learn how to do my work much better. This is important because he was able to

recognize the mistakes he had made throughout the semester and fix them. I like to learn from

my mistakes and revising my work helps me learn way more.  It was not so difficult for me to

adapt to online because it is my second semester already taking online classes and I have no

other option than to adapt. Because I have no idea what it's like to go to college. I am a person

who likes to take difficult classes first and early in the morning but this semester I made my
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schedule late and the earliest they had was at 10 and I had no other option than to take it. For me

it is extremely important to take classes early in the morning because my brain can concentrate

much better. But having the classes online is much more difficult to concentrate while keeping

my gaze always on the screen. That made it very difficult for me to stay focused. But after all I

feel relieved to have completed this semester and having my first year of college taking online

classes. It is a moment of my life that I will always carry with me. just as much as my writing

has evolved. And everything I have learned during the semester. writing means a new beginning

for me because we always have a way to start. Equally stable because words are never deleted

once published. Every word in every essay has its value and purpose and that is what makes a

writer.
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