
 

“PORTFOLIO” 
 
UNIT 1: 
As we all know that in unit 1 we had to write about an educational event where we felt that we somewhat 
have developed our skills in writing. Also, we had to put a significant amount of details so it helps readers 
to visualize the scene. As I was revising my Unit 1, I noticed the main issue with work was my run-on 
sentences and spelling errors which later I fixed. And found it really disturbing as I was reading it and 
didn’t really get what I wanted to talk about. For example (picked this from my text), “As I was listening 
to others' answers, I got to know how important it is to pay attention especially in English class because it 
helps students to learn different ways for writing and these skills really work in every subject. From later 
that day, I literally paid attention to every little point.” Everyone can be easily confused by this because I 
did mention what we were learning, why I had to pay attention instead of just type whatever cm in my 
mind. And this can make our readers get confused really quickly and can lose their interest. So after 
discussing with my professor I came up with this statement. “As I was on my way back home, I was 
thinking and questioning myself that am I doing good to myself? for how long I keep doing this after all I 
need to get good grades in my English regents in order to graduate. Is this going to affect my college and 
my future, what would I do if I have to write something and don't know what and where to start? But I 
decided just to try to pay attention to the class and listen to the lectures carefully and student's responses 
write those down”. And I think now it makes more sense. So from this, I learn that I need to be specific 
about my topic and put some details out there for readers to understand what I am trying to say and the 
most important organization.  
 
 
Unit 2: 
Unit 2 is about all the research that we did for our topic and mine was The Second New Deal and how it 
was effective then and useful now. The things that I want to work on in this specific unit, for example, 
have to put my own interpretations too, analyze them, and compare my topic to different scenarios that 
are happening nowadays.  

New Deal was the plan introduced by President Roosevelt during the great depression. It had some 
powerful and important accomplishments in American history indeed. It put people back to work, saved 
capitalism, restored faith in the American economic system, and at the same time, it built a sense of hope 
in the American people. The stock market crashed and factories shut down and banks failed. 
Then-President Roosevelt introduced many programs like the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the 
Civil Works Administration (CWA), the Farm Security Administration (FSA), the National Industrial 
Recovery Act of 1933 (NIRA), and the Social Security Administration (SSA). Which helps America's 
economy better. 
 
Part 1: 
My topic entry source is 
History.com Editors. “New Deal.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 29 Oct. 2009, 
www.history.com/topics/great-depression/new-deal. 
  



 

Part 2: 
The article "Second Deal" by History.com editors described the achievements and accomplishments of 
America's economy during Franklin Roosevelt's era. According to this article, New Deal projects and 
programs, such as the CCC, the WPA, the TVA, the SEC, and other new deals were introduced by FDR, 
and how these programs helped America to build up its economic system back to where it was. FDR was 
newly appointed as the president during the Great Depression. He gave a speech to his public which 
afterward gave people confidence and courage. He told people to stop withdrawing money from banks 
and after 3 days, told them to put back whatever they'd saved during these days back to the banks. He 
enabled the Federal Government to built dams along Tennessee rivers to protect them from flooding as 
well as giving payments to the farmers. Provided Jobs to the unemployed and they weren’t allowed to 
compete with private industry, so they focused on building things like post offices, bridges, schools, 
highways, and parks. Also gave work to artists, writers, theater directors, and musicians. African 
Americans and women entered the workforce. They shared a powerful belief that helping their 
government means helping their families, the economy, and the nation. 
 
Part 3: 
I agree with this article because this technique actually helped America and had impacted its economy by 
employing more than 8 million Americans by giving them different kinds of jobs. He introduced many 
programs so he could take his country out of crises. The Second New Deal was focused on economic 
recovery as I've said before. It ensured the public that they would be protected against unemployment and 
poverty. FDR introduced the Works Progress Administration (WPA), giving millions of Americans jobs 
constructing bridges, pools, stadiums, roads, and such. It also sent out many artists to paint buildings and 
paint murals. The Social Security Act (SSA) was also one of the programs that ensured unemployment 
insurance, aid to the elderly and disabled, and families. It provided health coverage and income assistance 
too to poorly. FDR also helped farmers and other workers by the Agricultural Adjustment Act(AAA) 
helped to raise crop prices by lowering production. 
As he was doing all this, he got a lot of hate and contravention from his opponents and some conservative 
justices that because of this depression, America was facing trouble regarding public relations with other 
countries. And that excuse gave his opponents to take a stand against him, which led the country's 
economy slipped one more time and country went into its recession time but later on  Japan bombed pearl 
harbor which led America to entered WW2 and that's how WW2 helped the USA to get out of that 
depression and as well as winning the war. The New Deal brought many women into government 
enforcement that they never expected. Women having their voices heard which happened just because of 
FDR. However, in other areas, women were unsuccessful. They were able to do men's jobs because at that 
time all men went to serve their country for WW2 and women were used to do their Household and office 
working that's how They got independent. When the banking system was at its peak to crush, FDR 
immediately went to action. FDR closed all banks temporarily and he told everyone not to withdraw any 
kind of money instead of saving them. FDR also closed all the stock markets, no one was allowed to buy 
or sell anything, if someone did then they would be responsible for the frauds.  As he was doing that, 
introduced insurance called "The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation" (FDIC) which led to saved 
everyone's deposits. So in the end, it shows that this article is right about whatever happened in the past 
and how FDR came over it with the help of his people ad his brilliantness. 
 
Part 4 



 

"They created a brand-new if tenuous, political coalition that included white working people, African 
Americans cans, and left-wing intellectuals. More women entered the workforce as Roosevelt expanded 
the number of secretarial roles in government. These groups rarely shared the same interests – at least, 
they rarely thought they did – but they did share a powerful belief that an interventionist government was 
good for their families, the economy and the nation" 
"On December 7, 1941, the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and the United States entered World War II 
The war effort stimulated American industry and, as a result, effectively ended the Great Depression" 
"Still, the Great Depression dragged on. Workers grew more militant: In December 1936, for example, 
the United Auto Worker strike at a GM plant in Flint, Michigan lasted for 44 days and spread to some 
150,000 autoworkers in 35 cities". 
 
Part 1: 
Powell, Jim. “How FDR's New Deal Harmed Millions of Poor People.” Cato Institute, 3 Apr. 2020, 
www.cato.org/publications/commentary/how-fdrs-new-deal-harmed-millions-poor-people. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eTJ8bu137c. 
 
Part 2: 
The second source which is the article "How FDR’s New Deal Harmed Millions of Poor People" by Jim 
Powell discussed the problems and failings that poor communities faced during this period of time. 
Common people were actual victims of that situation. During this new deal program, taxes got so high to 
be paid. FDR put taxes on every little thing that didn't matter was it a cigarette, beers, or even candy. 
They all taxes were paying mostly by middle-class people and the poor. Taxes were exceeding their limits 
and were getting high day by day and people were losing their savings because it was all going to the 
taxes. During world war 2, it got more hard for the public to spend on themselves. Because it all went to 
the government. New Deal taxes were the major reason for unemployment because whatever people 
earned, it all went to taxes and if someone had a business that meant, they'd got to pay high taxes and 
remained with less money for growth and jobs. So that was one of the reasons, they didn't really hire any 
for more jobs.  The third article is a YouTube video about Green New Deal that's related to the program 
in the past. This video is talking about how the green new deal is setting up for the Public for more jobs 
and democrats are the ones who proposed this idea to congress which like always republicans are opposed 
off. In this green deal, democrats proposed the idea of giving more jobs to people and increase worker 
rights. Republicans are not really happy and criticized it and try to mislead civilians by saying that it's 
more like Socialism rather than beneficial.  Mr. McConnell said that he and his party will bring this issue 
to the Senate floor that how risking it could be. Anchors more said that this project asks for a lot of 
money, probably affects climate changes, and needs more buildings/space for this infrastructure. They 
added more than democrats need to be bold about it and scream the same way Mr. Trump and his party 
does when they have something big for congress to be approved. 
 
Part 3: 
This topic is really complicated because everyone has their opinion like agree or disagree and as this 
article is stating a true point about this historical event and yes I agree with the author because everything 
has its two sides good and bad. But it's true that these programs indeed helped its country. However, as I 
said that something went bad with this deal. And those got discussed in this article by Jim Powell. Yes, 
poor people were the actual target of this program. Because they had to paid taxes. At first, obviously, it 



 

was good but it got affected after seen that a lot of people had lost their jobs, high taxes, and unionization. 
President Roosevelt and his cabinet never really had a master plan but a lot of programs and laws that just 
imposed on the public which later created big problems. During this period of time. mostly white people 
were working in steel mills, plants, and other Industrial workshops and didn't allow other races to entered 
and work with them which caused a big problem for the country in the way of unemployment. They just 
work with people like them and helped people like them. The middle-class public couldn't really be saved 
for themselves because whatever they'd earned, had to go in taxes. That's why most corporations got 
scared to hire people because of high wages and less production. National Industrial Recovery Act 
(NIRA)  made people paid more taxes than their actual product made and  Agricultural Adjustment Act( 
AAA)  forced Americans to pay more for food, In other words, pay tax. As I talked about in my first 
source that how FDR signed a bill from Congress to allowed the federal government to made dams along 
the Tennessee river but it flooded very badly and hurt thousands of people. African Americans who were 
sharecroppers, didn’t own property and got no compensation from its state government. In these New 
Deal programs, $1.6 billion to $5.3 billion federal taxes were paid between 1933 and 1940. The 
government mostly cared about the west and east side of its country but they didn't really care about the 
south where they (democrats) won. Social Security Act put taxes on payrolls made it more expensive for 
employers to hire people, which discouraged hiring.  As we all aware of these programs that how they 
were very hurtful like National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA), reduced the production and made wages 
were higher than normal market levels that pushed back employers to hire new people and because of this 
act, more than 500,000 African Americans lost their jobs. The Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) 
harmed African American farmer tenants because the government reduced the production. These didn’t 
increase the number of jobs in the economy, because the money spent on New Deal projects came mostly 
from taxpayers who had less money to spend on their daily basic needs. 
The third source (video)  is kind of similar to my second article because in the second it says that how 
taxes harmed poor people, basically money was the reason and same with the YouTube green new deal 
video that, for this program, the government need to have a lot of money. I don't think it's going to harm 
the country's economy because, in the end, it'll be beneficial for its own country, people and  "This deal is 
a statement of values and statement of principles". Republicans no doubt got a good chance to shade 
democrats because of what happened a decade ago when democrats had a bill to pass but they got a lot of 
issues with Pelosi (the speaker at that time) didn't agree on and the same is happening now that democrats 
and activists want the thing to happen fast and they don't really know that congress works step by step, 
they just want it to happen asap.  And as we all know how our president loves to misinterpret "weather" 
into climate. Some Republican party Senate's know climate has been changing and how it's effecting 
Miami and Colorado but they never did anything for that and yet they think that green deal could be 
affected. I'll second what anchors said that when trump wants to do something, he does for example like 
the travel ban, people thought that this is really ridiculous idea but he did he became president. When he 
wanted to build a  million-dollar wall, he asked for huge money same as the thing democrats have to do 
something like this and be bold To people. 
 
Part 4: 
"New Deal taxes were major job destroyers during the 1930s, prolonging unemployment that averaged 
17%. Higher business taxes meant that employers had less money for growth and jobs." 
"His National Industrial Recovery Act forced consumers to pay above-market prices for goods and 
services, and the Agricultural Adjustment Act forced Americans to pay more for food. Moreover." 



 

"Excise taxes, personal income taxes, inheritance taxes, corporate income taxes, holding company taxes 
and so-called “excess profits” taxes all went up." 
 
Part1: 
DECONSTRUCTING RACISM IN AMERICAN SOCIETY--THE ROLE LABOR LAW MIGHT 
HAVE PLAYED (BUT DID NOT) IN ENDING RACE DISCRIMINATION: A PARTIAL 
EXPLANATION AND HISTORICAL COMMENTARY. (2002 The Regents of the University of 
California; Steven H. Kropp). 
EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE OR EMPLOYEE FORGED CHOICE? RACE IN THE MIRROR OF 
EXCLUSIONARY HIERARCHY. (2010 University of Michigan Law School; Harry G. Hutchison). 
 
Part 2: 
Today my legal research is about racial discrimination in labor law and how mostly African Americans 
and minorities got affected by this. This racial discrimination is going on for so long. Common people 
were actual victims of that situation. During this new deal program, taxes got so high to be paid. FDR put 
taxes on every little thing that didn't matter was it a cigarette, beers, or even candy. They all taxes were 
paying mostly by middle-class people and the poor. Taxes were exceeding their limits and were getting 
high day by day and people were losing their savings because it was all going to the taxes. New Deal 
taxes were the major reason for unemployment because whatever people earned, it all went to taxes and if 
someone had a business that meant, they'd got to pay high taxes and remained with less money for growth 
and jobs. So that was one of the reasons, they didn't really hire any for more jobs. According to these 
sources, the reason for unemployment was that  FDR increased the price of money which led to more 
unemployment and human suffering. At the time, white industrialization was on the top, and how they 
decided to get rid of people including African Americans, women, and "defective" people. The second 
reason was unionization that how this should be helpful for every community but it went really bad. 
Under the Federal law at that time, every employer of the unions regardless of any race would have equal 
rights through selective bargaining. Because it gives every employee the basic rights but they still 
prioritized white over black. As per these sources, they give them "separate but equal rights". Which 
simply meant that white didn't accept African Americans working with them. 
 
Part 3: 
It's true that these programs indeed helped its country. However, as I said that something went bad with 
this deal. And those got discussed in this article by Jim Powell. Yes, poor people were the actual target of 
this program. Because they had to paid taxes. At first, obviously, it was good but it got affected after seen 
that a lot of people had lost their jobs, high taxes, and unionization.  President Roosevelt and his cabinet 
never really had a master plan but a lot of programs and laws that just imposed on the public which later 
created big problems. During this period of time. mostly white people were working in steel mills, plants, 
and other Industrial workshops and didn't allow other races to entered and work with them which caused a 
big problem for the country in the way of unemployment. They just work with people like them and 
helped people like them. The middle-class public couldn't really be saved for themselves because 
whatever they'd earned, had to go in taxes. That's why most corporations got scared to hire people 
because of high wages and less production. National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)  made people paid 
more taxes than their actual product made and  Agricultural Adjustment Act( AAA)  forced Americans to 
pay more for food, In other words, pay tax. I agree with these sources that how congress enacted the fair 



 

and equal rights during the new dal program called labor act but legislation tried hard to go against it. It's 
really disheartening how minorities got hurt by this and this labor movement intentionally brought racism 
through it. This act actually brutally led to racism in America till now and shows the real face of 
unionization back then that how they used and basically disrespected other racial groups for their 
self-advancement. NIRA was the one act that really differentiates in wages of blacks and white workers 
for example, if blacks did more work than whites. Blacks still certified as lower wages workers and 
whites would have higher wages than them. That's how unfair it was at that time. African Americans who 
were sharecroppers, didn’t own property and got no compensation from its state government. In these 
New Deal programs, $1.6 billion to $5.3 billion federal taxes were paid between 1933 and 1940. The 
government mostly cared about the west and east side of its country but they didn't really care about the 
south where they (democrats) won. Social Security Act put taxes on payrolls made it more expensive for 
employers to hire people, which discouraged hiring. 
 
Part 4: 
"This disheartening picture comes into sharper focus when considering members of minority groups. The 
American labor movement is inescapably linked to intentional racist oppression." 
"democratic governments tend to give the greatest benefits to those who are the best organized and have 
the most influence categories that include a few Blacks. Such results are consistent with the thesis that 
labor unions benefit the few and subjugate the many by protecting “superior” races from the competition 
with “inferior” ones". 
"collective bargaining would substantially reduce and appropriately channel the economic strife inherent 
in contemporary employment relationships in an industrialized capitalist society. Collective bargaining 
was required because inequality of bargaining power existed between the individual worker and his 
corporate employer, making individualized bargaining one-sided". 
In conclusion, after doing all my research and analysis, I came across that the new deal was a good plan to 
put the country's economy back to its place. Indeed it had hardships but they weren't really affected and 
the major goal was accomplished. Stock markets got crashed and the USA's economy went into crisis and 
started the Great Depression. According to some scholars, that how this wasn't really a great idea, after 
doing all my research and analysis, I came across that over the new deal was a good plan to put the 
country's economy back to its place. Indeed it had hardships but they weren't really affected and the major 
goal was accomplished. Some people say that the Great Depression ended didn't really end with this 
program, In fact, world war 2 did. And I totally agree but as we all know that WW 2 happened during that 
time and that really pushed America back to work. but as per my research. Roosevelt displayed confident, 
courageous, and passionate leadership, and hold opportunities to shape a reform for his country. His 
confident speech/attitude inspired confidence, and his courage inspired courage. For this, he is ranked 
among the greatest presidents of all time and that's why he becomes president four times. His New Deal 
led to economic relief, recovery, and reform, and repaired the foundation of the economy which allowed 
the economic boost of WWII to restore it to normal. The New Deal actually was the reason everyone got 
to vote for the presidential election. In the end, I want to ask you all that, did you find these programs 
efficient for improving the economy? Was the New Deal effective at all in helping people?

 
 
UNIT 3 



 

After completing these two-units, I didn’t really revise my Unit 3 because I’ve already proofread it before 
submitting it, and hopefully it’s fine. 

The New Deal-Programs, Facts, Summary And FDR 

My topic was The New Deal and it is about how FDR introduced many programs to take his country out 
of the crisis like the Great Depression and bankruptcy. I really started liking history when I was a 
freshman in high school and I always found historical events so interesting to read. The reason I am 
interested in this topic is that it had some powerful and important accomplishments in American history 
indeed. It put people back to work, saved capitalism, restored faith in the American economic system, and 
at the same time, it built a sense of hope in the American people.  My inspiration to choose this topic was 
none other than Mr. President Franklin D. Roosevelt because of the way he built a sense of hope in his 
people and was really passionate about what he was doing to make his people happy. I talked about how 
FDR united his people, he summed up by the “Three Rs” which are relief (for the unemployed) recovery 
(of the economy through federal spending and job creation), and. reform (of capitalism). These pieces do 
fit together because it's an example that if you are passionate and ambitious, you'll get what you wanted. 
The rhetorical question is that What are some of the negative aspects of the New Deal? Because I know 
not a lot of people talk about the negatives stuff but I will. One of the major negatives of the New Deal 
was that the balanced Federal budget was ruined and created a huge shortfall for the nation while at the 
same time failed to end massive unemployment. FDR couldn't start with the high taxes because the 
economy was down, so he took out all the fund and used in the programs and When the economy did 
show some improvement. He then put taxes on every little thing. National Industrial Recovery Act 
(NIRA)  made people paid more taxes than their actual product made and  Agricultural Adjustment Act( 
AAA)  forced Americans to pay more for food, In other words, pay tax. The audience I chose for this 
prove of writing was students, basically high school and college students because it's important for them 
to know what New Deal is and why it has an important role in our history.  I think the best part that of my 
article was the comparison that I did with New Deal to today's situation that going on. I've used pictures 
too which I think made it more fun because that way they know more. I think I did fine, I tried my best to 
explain everything I can and made it interesting but I think I needed to add some questions to make so 
that way they can think more and try to answer them in their mind. 

 

  

https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/hall2020fall/files/2020/11/The-New-Deal-ProgramsFacts-Summary-And-FDR.pdf

