TO SHOW OUR

PROFESSOR WE DID
THE READING?

Imagine that you're wri+ir\a an essay oh gun control.
People have been arguing about gun control since the
ratification of the second Amendment. I you start
talking about the issue without ony knowledge of the
history of the topic, you won't seem knowledgeable, and
nolaody is aoinﬁ to want to listen to what you have to

GGY.

And, Prankly, this is because you wont BE knowledgeable,
even ik you have a lot of personal experience with guns
or gun violence. To be a part of a conversation, you
have to JON it, which means you have to khow what was
said before you In the words of Richard Miler and Ann
Jurecic, '"Think of citation as an oPPor'+uni+y to
demonstrate what you can DO with the words of others.
To cite sources.. provides the material for you to carry

oh a conhversation' (19).

What do they mean: "what you can DO with the words of
others?' Wel|, this means you dont have to choose texts

you just agree with. You want to choose texts that wil

teach your reoders (and your'selﬂ) something-but adlso
something you can be in conversation with. You can disagree
with a text (or agree with part of a text, but clisaaree with
another part) A text con, in the words of Miler and

Jurecic, "Pr‘ovide positions or argumerﬁs to gr‘aPPIe with or \
shift the direction of the conversation' They also point out \
that they ‘value citation that

that

or that

Remember-Writing is thinking! When you write
about someone else's words on a topic that's
important to you, you will be in conversation
with that person, and you wil begin to think
about that topic diferently. With this in mind,
moke sure you choose credile sources-that
i5, authors who are qualified to talk about the
topic-people wor'+hy of your time, and your
readers’ time. We wil talk more about credble
sources in class, but it is more important to
Ffind credble sources (even it they disagree
with you) than it is to go on a treasure hunt to
Find some random guy with a blog on the
internet who is saying the exact +hing you want

to hear.

| mean, who IS that @uy?

“Every time you cite another writer you should ask: What work do I want

these words or ideas to do for my readers?” (Miller and Jurecic (20).
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