ENG 1121
Professor Guida

Workshop Guidelines: Close Reading of a Poem

PROCEDURE


--Begin by giving a copy of your draft to each member of your group. 


--Proceed one draft at a time.


--Have the author of a draft read it aloud, while everyone else follows along and writes 

comments on his or her copy during the reading.


--Discuss the draft as a group.


--Write some final thoughts at the end of your copy


--Return all drafts with comments written on them to the author. 

1) Does the title of the essay make its topic clear?

2) In the essay itself, does the author offer a clear interpretation of the chosen poem, of its surface subject and deeper subject, based on his or her close reading? Is it a persuasive interpretation, one based on the author’s reading of the evidence? If it isn’t, where are the flaws in the author’s analysis and argument? 

3) What parts of the analysis seem unnecessary? What seems to be missing from the analysis and argument?

4) Does the author cite specific lines and comment on them? Does he or she explain how the language of the lines supports specific points made in specific paragraphs? 
5) Does the essay draw conclusions about the sense or meaning the poem makes of its subject.

6) How is the essay organized? Does it move from paragraph to paragraph in some logical order? Does the opening paragraph introduce the topic and interpretive claim in an interesting way? Does the closing paragraph draw conclusions from the points made and overall interpretation? Are the paragraphs unified (about one idea or point), coherent (containing sentences that follow each other in logical order) and developed (including enough evidence and explanation to support the idea or point presented)? How could the paragraphs be placed in a more logical order? Could the sentences within individual paragraphs be placed in more logical order? Are there adequate transitions from paragraph to paragraph, idea to idea?

7) Does the conclusion of the essay tie together the points made in the course of the essay? Does it explain the importance of the essay’s analysis or argument about the poem?

8) Are there any sentences that are not written clearly? If so, just point them out to the author. If you want to try to correct them, consult the instructor.

9) Does the essay use parenthetical and in-text citations when and where they are needed? If not, where do they need to be added? Does the essay include an alphabetized list of works cited if it cites secondary sources?

10) Is the paper otherwise in correct MLA format?

11) What other suggestions do you have for improving the paper, making it more appealing, informative or convincing? Think here of the paper’s introduction, conclusion, presentation of material, and style.

