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The professional development workshop, organized by Raymond James, was designed to
empower one with practical strategies for identifying and securing one’s ideal employer
positions, along with valuable insights for fostering professional advancement and success. The
workshop featured a lineup of esteemed presenters, including Devine Malon, a distinguished
wealth management associate, and a panel of Shannon Murphy, Grace Bernhardt, and Breanna
Karl. These accomplished professionals shared invaluable perspectives on honing technical skills
essential for career growth. The workshop was conducted virtually, providing a convenient
platform, and spanned an engaging duration of approximately 30 minutes.

The workshop proved to be an invaluable resource for understanding the significance of
networking and building strong professional relationships. It provided insightful strategies for
expanding one’s network, highlighting the effectiveness of methods such as reaching out through
LinkedIn requests (Murphy, 2024). Utilizing these resources is essential for growing connections
within the industry. The session emphasized that networking is not only crucial for creating job
opportunities but also for enhancing communication skills. Additionally, the workshop
underscored the importance of reliability (2024), stressing the need to meet deadlines and fulfill
commitments. This focus on dependability is crucial for establishing a positive reputation in the
professional world.

Emphasized the importance of being a lifelong learner in one's professional career,
highlighting the significance of being willing to improve skill sets and expand knowledge
(2024). The concept entails proactively seeking knowledge for further development and
leveraging resources such as LinkedIn (Karl,2024). This approach can be explained to peers as a
commitment to ongoing self-improvement, whether through independent study or through

networking with others in the industry. By consistently seeking out growth opportunities, one can



position oneself for success within the fashion industry. Embracing this mindset is vital for
maintaining competitiveness and making meaningful contributions within the professional
landscape.

This workshop plays a crucial role in building upon the knowledge acquired at New York
City College of Technology to further enhance one’s professional development. The workshop
has successfully provided one with the tools necessary to enhance one’s knowledge and equip
one with the required skills for achieving success within the industry. Through engaging with
available resources, one has gained valuable insights into the current job market demands,

enabling one to tailor the skills and experiences needed.
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