
Woven Perspectives: An Exploration of the

¡Moda Hoy! Exhibition and Kika Varga’s Legacy

Course: LATS 2204
Giselle Leon



Woven Perspectives: An Exploration of the ¡Moda Hoy! Exhibition and Kika Varga’s Legacy 2

The ¡Moda Hoy! The Latin American and Latinx Fashion Design Today exhibition at the

Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) is a captivating showcase of the innovative and culturally

rich contributions of Latin American and Latinx designers, whose work merges traditional

craftsmanship with contemporary fashion. The exhibition highlights a wide range of influences,

from the vibrant textiles and embroidery rooted in Indigenous and Afro-Latinx traditions to

cutting-edge designs that challenge social, political, and environmental issues. By exploring the

intersection of cultural identity, sustainability, and global fashion, ¡Moda Hoy! Not only

celebrates established designers but also serves as a powerful source of inspiration for the next

generation of creatives. For many aspiring designers, the exhibition opens doors to new

possibilities and encourages them to draw on their heritage, experiment with bold ideas, and

redefine the fashion industry with designs that resonate across borders. This exhibit underscores

how Latin American and Latinx fashion continues to push boundaries and shape the global

fashion landscape today.

Tradition Meets Innovation: Display Strategies and Historical Influences in ¡Moda Hoy!

The ¡Moda Hoy! The exhibition at FIT is meticulously designed to immerse visitors in a vibrant

world that fuses culture innovation, and fashion history. The exhibition is organized thematically,

with each section highlighting different aspects of Latin American and Latinx fashion, from

traditional textiles to contemporary runway pieces. Curators have carefully selected colors,

lighting, and display techniques that reflect the vibrancy of Latin culture. For example, vibrant

backdrops and carefully placed spotlights emphasize the intricate details of garments, allowing

visitors to appreciate the craftsmanship behind each piece. The use of multimedia installations
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including video screens displaying runway shows and interviews with designers, helps bridge the

gap between fashion and storytelling, giving the audience a deeper understanding of the

narratives behind the designs.

In terms of object placement, the exhibition utilizes both mannequins and dynamic displays to

create an engaging experience. Mannequins are positioned in a way that allows viewers to walk

around and see the garments from all angles offering a closer look at textures, fabrics, and

intricate details like embroidery or beadwork. Some sections use floating or suspended displays,

where garments seem to hover, evoking the idea of movement and flow as a nod to how these

designs live and breathe on the runways in everyday life. The placement of accessories, like

jewelry and footwear, alongside garments, creates a cohesive look for each designer, showing the

full extent of their creative vision. The flow of the exhibition guides visitors through a curated

journey, where they can observe the evolution of fashion from historical roots to cutting-edge

modern styles.

To engage new audiences, the institution employs various strategies, particularly focusing on

storytelling and interactive elements. QR codes placed throughout the exhibition allow visitors to

access additional content, such as behind-the-scenes videos, interviews, and design sketches, all

available on mobile devices. This digital component encourages audience participation,

especially among younger visitors who are more accustomed to using technology in their daily

lives. The themes of the exhibition are deeply inspired by history, particularly the traditional

craftsmanship of Latin America and the evolving identity of the Latinx community. Many of the

featured designers incorporate Indigenous and Afro-Latinx textiles, motifs, and techniques that
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have been passed down through generations. These traditional elements are juxtaposed with

modern silhouettes and avant-garde approaches, reflecting the way Latin American and Latinx

fashion has evolved. The exhibition traces these historical influences, showing how colonization,

migration, and globalization have shaped the region’s fashion. This historical perspective allows

visitors to not only appreciate the beauty of the garments but also understand the deeper cultural

and political behind them. The exhibition does not focus solely on one area of the Caribbean;

rather, it encompasses a wide range of Latin American and Latinx fashion, reflecting the

diversity of the entire diaspora. Designers featured in the exhibition represent various regions,

including the Caribbean, Central and South America, as well as Latinx communities in the

United States. While Caribbean influences are present, the exhibition highlights the broader

cultural tapestry of Latinx fashion, from Indigenous textiles of the Andes to Afro-Latinx styles

from Cuba and Puerto Rico, and urban aesthetics from places like New York and Los Angeles.

Embodying Colombian Culture: The Artistry of Kika Vargas

Kika Varga’s designs are celebrated for their bold aesthetic and

cultural significance, particularly in her 2022 collection. Known

for using vibrant colors, intricate patterns, and textures that

reflect her Colombian heritage, Vargas creates visually striking

garments that often incorporate traditional textiles and

techniques. Her pieces typically feature flattering silhouettes

with feminine cuts, ruffles, and layers that add movement and

flow. The 2022 collection was heavily influenced by Colombian
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culture, nature, and art, with Vargas drawing inspiration from the landscapes, flora, and fauna of

her homeland. She has increasingly focused on sustainable practices, using eco-friendly

materials and ethical production methods, reflecting a growing trend in the fashion industry.

Many of her designs are versatile, and suitable for various occasions, which appeals to a broad

audience. Additionally, her donation to the FIT underscores her commitment to supporting

fashion education and empowering future designers. Varga’s contributions to fashion are further

highlighted by her participation in numerous runway shows, where she celebrates Colombian

culture through music, dance, and storytelling.

The ¡Moda Hoy! exhibition at the Fashion Institute of Fashion (FIT) is a vibrant celebration of

contemporary fashion, highlighting the dynamic interplay between innovation and cultural

heritage. Through an array of stunning designs and thought-provoking displays, the exhibition

showcases the work of both established and emerging designers, emphasizing the diversity and

creativity that define today’s fashion landscape. By examining fashion's social, cultural, and

environmental contexts, ¡Moda Hoy! invites visitors to engage with the evolving narrative of

style and identity. As the exhibition closes, it leaves an indelible mark on the audience, inspiring

a deeper appreciation for the artistry of fashion and its role as a powerful medium for

self-expression and cultural dialogue. The ¡Moda Hoy! exhibition not only honors the past but

also paves the way for the future of fashion, encouraging ongoing exploration and celebration of

this ever-evolving art form.


