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The City University of New York 

School of Arts & Sciences 

Fall 2022
Course code: SOC1101
Course title: Elements of Sociology
Class hours/credits: 3 class hours, 3 credits
Prerequisite: Eligibility for ENG 1101 or Co-requisite of ENG 1101CO or ENG 1101ML
Pathways: Individual and Society
Instructor: Matthew Iannucci, Ph.D.    Contact Information: MIannucci@CityTech.cuny.edu 

Class Meeting Times: 6-8:40PM          Office Hours: Wednesdays, 4-5PM
Classroom: Namm N-1006         Course Website: https://citytech.catalog.cuny.edu/courses/0408751
Catalog Description: Perspectives on sociology as an analytical science. The emphasis is on concepts, hypotheses and theories that explain social behavior and social change.

Course Format: In-person
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS and MATERIALS
Introduction to Sociology 3rd Ed. https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-3e
TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

A. City Tech email: All communications related to this class will take place via City Tech email. If you do not know your City Tech email login information, go to http://mail.citytech.cuny.edu/UserIdLookupA/ and claim your account. If you need additional help with your City Tech email, contact the Help Desk at 718-260-4900 or via email studenthelpdesk@citytech.cuny.edu. You may also go to the Atrium, First Floor A-114. 

B. Blackboard: Blackboard will be our virtual classroom. You may access it by logging into your account at CUNY Portal at https://cunyportal.cuny.edu/cpr/authenticate/portal_login.jsp. It is imperative that you log in and create a Blackboard account either before or immediately our first class meeting. Blackboard training workshops schedule can be accessed at http://websupport1.citytech.cuny.edu/studentworkshops.html. You can also visit the Lab G600 itec@citytech.cuny.edu or call (718) 254-8565. 

COURSE INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES/ASSESSMENT METHODS
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT METHODS*

	1. Explain and illustrate through examples the ways that social forces shape our everyday lives.
	Exams, essays, in-class discussions, small group workshops, and oral presentations focusing on the examples related to the theoretical concepts introduced in readings and lectures.

	1. Understand how sociologists analyze social problems, including the different theoretical perspectives they use in attaining this objective.
	Combination of multiple-choice and essay questions in exams, in-class discussions, and questions discussed in a small group setting.

	1. Understand the role of the Industrial Revolution in creating the conditions for the introduction of sociology as a discipline.
	Exams, quizzes, in-class discussions, small group work, and essays.

	1. Explain the difference between ethnocentrism and cultural relativism and the relevance of these concepts for everyday lives in multicultural societies.
	Exams, essays, quizzes, in-class discussions, small group work.

	1. Explain the ways in which social structures and systems of stratification by class, race, and gender impact people's choices and lifechances.
	Combination of multiple-choice and essay questions in exams, essays, relevant in-class writing assignments and discussions, small group work.

	1. Increase ability to synthesize and present information, ideas, and perspectives.
	In-class discussions and small group work, oral presentations, written essay assignments.


PATHWAYS INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY LEARNING GOALS

	1. Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or interdisciplinary field exploring the relationship between the individual and society, including, but not limited to, anthropology, communications, cultural studies, history, journalism, philosophy, political science, psychology, public affairs, religion, and sociology.

	1. Examine how an individual’s place in society affects experiences, values, or choices.

	1. Articulate and assess ethical views and their underlying premises.

	1. Articulate ethical uses of data and other information resources to respond to problems and questions.


GENERAL EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOMES/ASSESSMENT METHODS

	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT METHODS*

	KNOWLEDGE: Develop an introductory knowledge of the concepts and theories deployed by sociologists in their analysis of society and social phenomena.
	Quizzes, exams, essays, class discussions, and oral presentations.

	SKILLS: Develop and use the tools needed for communication, inquiry, analysis and productive work.
	Combination of class discussions, oral presentations, in-class small group work, essays, and exams.

	INTEGRATION: Work productively within and across disciplines.
	Quizzes, exams, essays, class discussions, and in-class small group work that draws on various resources in sociology and other disciplines.

	VALUES, ETHICS, AND RELATIONSHIPS:

Understand and apply values, ethics, and diverse perspectives in personal, civic, and cultural/global domains.
	Combination of class discussions, oral presentations, in-class small group work, and essays that engage directly with the questions about values, ethics, responsibility, and diversity.


FINAL GRADE DISTRIBUTION 

Exams: 50%

Major Homework Assignments: 25%
Research Paper: 25% 
Course Grade Range

	A
	93-100
	C
	70-76.9

	A-
	90-92.9
	D
	60-69.9

	B+
	87-89.9
	F
	59.9 and below

	B
	83-86.9
	WU
	Unofficial Withdrawal

	B-
	80-82.9
	WF
	Withdrew Failing

	C+
	77-79.9
	
	


EXAMS 

You will be required to take four exams and each of your exams will be made up of 40 multiple-choice questions based on the content taught in class up until that point in semester. Your average on these exams will comprise 50% of your overall grade. There are no make-up exams unless there are serious extenuating circumstances such as a death in the family.  
MAJOR HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
You will be responsible to watch at least four of the eight required films on our list and you will be required to answer at approximately half of the questions on the discussion sheet for each film. You will choose at least eight questions from the list and write 8-10 paragraphs based on those questions. Your paragraphs will be 1/3 of a page, single-spaced in format. As such, each assignment should be three pages in length. You must apply at least two sociological theories in each assignment and you will use examples such as themes that we will be discussing throughout the semester. This will be including: culture, social stratification, deviance, marriage, family, religion, politics, race, gender, criminal justice, hidden curriculum, economics, and education. More detail will be provided under the heading, Homework Assignments. Each assignment will be worth ten points each and these will comprise 25% of your grade.    

RESEARCH PAPER

You will be required to write one (5-7 page) research paper on a topic of your choice that you must clear with me before you begin it. Further details will be provided on Blackboard under Research Paper Outline. This paper is required and you will fail the course if you fail to turn one in at the end of the semester. This paper will comprise 25% of your overall grade. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY
It is the conviction of the Department of Social Sciences that a student who is not in a class for any reason is not receiving the benefit of the education being provided. Attendance and class participation are both required and you will not be graded for it, but a lack of each will compromise your grade. You are expected to come to class punctually and regularly. You are expected to participate in class discussions. Lack of class participation will lower your grade. For every two instances of lateness, you will be charged with one absence.
STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY

City Tech is committed to supporting the educational goals of enrolled students with disabilities in the areas of enrollment, academic advisement, tutoring, assistive technologies, and testing accommodations. If you have or think you may have a disability, you may be eligible for reasonable accommodations or academic adjustments as provided under applicable federal, state, and/or city laws. You may also request services for temporary conditions or medical issues under certain circumstances. If you have questions about your eligibility and/or would like to seek accommodation services and/or academic adjustments, please email the Student Accessibility Center.

COMMITMENT TO STUDENT DIVERSITY
The Department of Social Science complies with the college wide nondiscrimination policy and seek to foster a safe and inclusive learning environment that celebrates diversity in its many forms and enhances our students’ ability to be informed, global citizens. Through our example, we demonstrate an appreciation of the rich diversity of world cultures and the unique forms of expression that make us human.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY STATEMENT

Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog.
COURSE SCHEDULE
Schedule and Reading Assignments 

        Homework to be completed by this Session                                Topics to be discussed in class                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

(Week 1): 8/31 – Course introduction: syllabus distribution.                        Perspectives on Sociology                                                                         

(Week 2): 9/7 – Chapters 1 & 2                                                                      Introduction & Research

Themes: Sociological imagination: Definitions of terms, history of sociology, early sociological theorists, and perspectives for studying society; Sociological methods, scientific method, surveys, fieldwork, case studies, ethics



(Week 3): 9/14 – Chapters 3 & 4                                                       Culture & Society; Social Interaction                   

                                                                                                               Homework Assignment #1 is due 

Themes: Ethnocentrism, cultural relativism, norms and values, subcultures and countercultures, folkways, mores, and taboos, social class, theories of social class, sociological models of social class, consequences of class, mobility, poverty, inequality, caste vs. social class, determinants, universality of stratification

(Week 4): 9/21 – Chapters 1-4; Review Questions                                                  Exam #1
(Week 5): 9/28 – Chapter 6                                                                           Groups and Organization

Themes: The looking-glass self, role taking theory, development of morality, agents of socialization, resocialization; social structure and interaction, roles, groups, ascribed, achieved, and master status, dramaturgy, ethnomethodology 

(Week 6): 10/5 – College Closed – No Classes Scheduled
(Week 7): 10/12 – Chapters 7 & 9                                                     Deviance, Crime & Social Stratification 
                                                                                                               Homework Assignment #2 is due

Themes: Deviance and crime, Differential association theory, Control theory, Labeling theory, recidivism, bias in the criminal justice system

(Week 7): 10/19 – Chapters 6, 7, 9: Review Questions                                          Exam #2
(Week 8): 10/26 – HW Questions: Chapter 11                                                Race and Ethnicity
                              Research Paper Outlines are Due                                                  

Themes: race and ethnicity, dominant and minority groups, prejudice and discrimination, patterns of intergroup relations, theories of prejudice 

(Week 9): 11/2 – HW Questions: Chapters 12 & 14                          Gender, Sexuality, Marriage, Family

                                                                                                               Homework Assignment #3 is due    
Themes: Sex vs. gender, occupational inequality, feminism, the glass ceiling, gender roles and inequality

(Week 10): 11/9 – Chapters 11, 12, 14: Review Questions                                    Exam #3
(Week 11): 11/16 – HW Questions: Chapter 16                                                   Education
(Week 12): 11/23 – HW Questions: Chapter 17                                         Government and Politics
(Week 13): 11/30 – HW Questions: Chapter 18                                               Work & Economy
                                                                                                               Homework Assignment #4 is due

Themes: Education, government, politics, employment, economics

(Week 14): 12/7 – Chapters 16-18: Review Questions                                          Exam #4   
(Week 15): 12/14 – Research Paper is Due on Blackboard.                                                                        
· Note: The Schedule is subject to revision
1

