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In recent years, the beauty and skincare industry has grown towards natural and plant-based

alternatives, driven by consumer demand for gentle, more sustainable products. One of the

standout ingredients in this trend is bakuchiol, a phytochemical derived from the seeds and

leaves of the Babchi plant (Psoralea corylifolia), traditionally used in Ayurvedic and Chinese

medicine. Marketed as a natural substitute for retinol, bakuchiol has gained attention for its

ability to offer anti-aging, anti-inflammatory, and antioxidant benefits without the irritation and

sensitivity often associated with synthetic retinoids (Paula’s Choice, Skincare). The historical

use, molecular properties, and scientifically backed benefits of bakuchiol have made it an

increasingly prominent ingredient in modern beauty formulations. Its ability to mimic the effects

of retinol, such as reducing wrinkles, boosting collagen production, and improving skin texture,

has positioned bakuchiol as a favored choice for consumers seeking a more gentle approach to

anti-aging and acne treatments. Unlike retinol, which can cause irritation, redness, and

sensitivity, bakuchiol offers similar benefits without harsh side effects, making it suitable for all

skin types, including sensitive skin. As clean beauty and natural solutions become central to the

industry’s future, bakuchiol stands out as a key player in reshaping the approach to skincare.

The Rise of Bakuchiol in Modern Skincare

Bakuchiol has rapidly gained traction in the beauty industry, emerging as a sought-after

ingredient for its ability to tackle multiple skin concerns in a natural, gentle way. Derived from

the leaves and seeds of the Psoralea corylifolia plant, this vegan compound offers potent

antioxidant protection, helping to reduce the visible effects of environmental stressors like

pollution and UV exposure. Its soothing nature makes it ideal for calming irritated or sensitive

skin, while its anti-aging properties work to smooth fine lines and wrinkles (Paula’s Choice,
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Skincare). This dual function has led to bakuchiol being featured in a growing number of

skincare products, appealing to those who want effective yet gentle solutions for maintaining

healthy, youthful-looking skin. Whether in serums, creams, or oils, bakuchiol is now a go-to

ingredient for tackling pigmentation, improving texture, and restoring a more even skin tone.

In addition to its solo use,

bakuchiol is increasingly being

combined with retinol in

advanced formulations. Its

ability to stabilize retinol,

prolong its efficacy, and reduce

the irritation commonly

associated with retinoids makes

this pairing particularly

powerful. Bakuchiol’s calming properties allow higher concentrations of retinol to be used more

comfortably, providing enhanced results for users seeking to address signs of aging like sagging

and fine lines. This unique synergy has boosted Bakuchiol’s popularity even further, solidifying

its reputation as a key player in the skincare industry (Paula’s Choice, Skincare). As consumers

continue to seek plant-based, clean alternatives, bakuchiol has become a staple in both luxury

and everyday beauty products, recognized for its remarkable versatility and effectiveness.

Bakuchiol Through the Ages: From Ancient Medicine to Contemporary Beauty
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Bakuchiol, a natural compound derived from the seeds of the Psoralea Corylifolia plant, also

known as babchi, has long been used in traditional medicine. Its origins trace back to Ayurvedic

and Chinese practices, where the entire plant was employed to treat various ailments. The seeds,

in particular, were known for their medicinal properties, especially in treating skin conditions

like psoriasis, leucoderma, and leprosy (Sytheonltd.com). Despite its historical use, babchi seeds

were not initially suitable for cosmetic applications due to the presence of phototoxic

compounds, limiting their use in modern skincare for many years. The breakthrough in

bakuchiol’s journey to mainstream skincare came in 2007, when Sytenol A, was introduced as a

purified form of bakuchiol, free from the unwanted phytocompounds found in babchi seed

extracts. This version of bakuchiol, purified to over 99%, met the safety standards outlined by

the European Union’s REACH regulation, ensuring its safe use in cosmetics. The introduction of

Sytenol A was the first significant commercialization of bakuchiol in topical skincare, allowing it

to be used as a safer, more effective alternative to traditional retinol. Its gentle nature made it

particularly suitable for sensitive and acne-prone skin, sparking a rise in popularity across

cosmetic brands.

Today, bakuchiol is celebrated for its retinol-like effects without the harsh side effects. It is

clinically proven to reduce signs of aging, improve skin texture, and treat acne without irritation.

Studies have shown that 1% Sytenol A Bakuchiol is more effective than 2% salicylic acid in

treating acne, with a combined formula delivering even greater results (Sytheonltd.com). This

natural ingredient has found its place in over 100 different cosmetic brands, offering a gentle yet

powerful solution for a wide range of skin types. Its rise in popularity marks a significant
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milestone in the clean beauty movement, where plant-based alternatives are increasingly favored

for their efficacy and skin-friendly properties.

The Cultural Impact of Bakuchiol in Skin Care

The rise of bakuchiol in the skincare industry has sparked discussions about its uniqueness and

its position alongside other ingredients with similar efficacy. While bakuchiol is often touted as a

natural alternative to retinol, it’s important to consider that it may not be unique. Retinol, for

example, requires an oxidant to achieve its active form, retinoic acid, which means other

ingredients that can deliver comparable benefits might also be classified as “retinol-like” or

“retinoid-like.” One such ingredient is acetyl-aspartic acid, an amino acid derivative that has

shown promising cosmetic benefits. A 2015 International Journal of Cosmetic Science

supplement featured multiple studies investigating this ingredient and its development into

various products (Covalo, 2021). This suggests that there could be other ingredients in the

market that, when evaluated similarly, could be deemed “functional analogues” of retinol.

Bakuchiol, with its effective profile, is a significant player in the cosmetic and personal care

market and should be viewed within the broader context of other active ingredients that provide

similar cosmetic benefits.

The formulation of bakuchiol is also noteworthy. As a pale yellow-to-brown viscous liquid, it

can be incorporated into skincare products at recommended levels of 0.5% to 1.0%. Its nonpolar

nature allows it to blend well with a variety of lipophilic substances, making it suitable for

inclusion in the oil phase of emulsion systems. Bakuchiol demonstrates stability against

hydrolysis and UV degradation, although it is advised to be stored in tightly sealed containers at
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controlled temperatures to maintain its integrity. As the market for bakuchiol continues to grow,

several raw materials based on this compound have become available, differing in processing

and formulation. For instance, O&3 offers cold-pressed oils from the Psoralea corylifolia fruit,

while Sytheon provides refined bakuchiol under the name Sytenol A. Additionally, other brands

have created products that combine bakuchiol with complementary ingredients, such as Asyntra

CBD-Alt from Evonik and Herbapurifine. The increasing availability of bakuchiol-containing

products has influenced consumer preferences significantly. Popular formulations like Dr. Sam’s

Flawless Nightly Serum, Medik8’s Bakuchiol Peptides, REN Clean Skincare’s Bio Retinoid

Anti-Aging Cream, and Oriflame’s Ultimate Lift SET have garnered attention from consumers

and influencers alike (Covalo, 2021). This growing interest in bakuchiol reflects a broader

cultural shift towards natural and plant-based ingredients in skincare, as consumers seek effective

alternatives to traditional active compounds like retinol.
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