Fashion Economics: FM 4339
Quiz #2: The Introduction
Dr. Adomaitis



Gerard Alison______ (name)

Rosen, E. I. (2002).  The Globalization of the U.S. Apparel Industry: 
Making Sweatshops. University of California Press.
Please answer to the best of your knowledge the following essay question.  Use detail where appropriate.  Remember grammar, punctuation & spelling count.

a. Do past international theories of explaining international trade (classic theorists) facilitate an understanding of trade policies today?  If yes, then why?  If no, then why not? (2pts).


Historical theories of international trade demonstrate an awareness of contemporary trade policies. Rosen argues that modern American globalization in the apparel industry stems from pre-war trade protection policies (Rosen 2002, pg 13). Before World War II, trade policies aimed to bolster domestic industrial markets. Today's trade policies, however, promote a more collaborative, international trading approach. While today's trade environment is more diverse and global, its roots can be traced back to pre-war policies. One notable difference lies in the reduction of tariffs and the expansion of market access such as The World Trade Agreement (Rosen 2002, pg 13).
Before the war, the primary focus was on maintaining the stability of industrial markets, given the industrial boom experienced by the United States during the world wars. Trade policies were designed to safeguard American interests within the country. However, as the chapter progresses, we observe a shift in policies aimed at safeguarding American interests against communism. Measures were taken to diminish threats posed by terrorists, particularly to aid countries opposed to communism (Rosen 2002, pg 15).
b. What is GATT?  Explain in your own words.  How has or would it ensure world peace?  Has it worked? (2 pts).


The GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) functioned as a regulator of American global commerce and trades from 1947 to 1994 (Rosen 2002, pg14). Rather than relying on individual states to impose trade barriers and manage international trade restrictions independently, GATT established a comprehensive international rules This framework helped to provide equal opportunities for all participating countries, promoting fairness and equality in global trade relations (Rosen 2002, pg 14). The agreement aimed tostart economic prosperity for participating countries and provide them with opportunities to align with economically successful nations. It's widely believed that economic stability is fundamental to global peace, these policies were also intended to aid in the reconstruction of Europe following World War II. (Rosen 2002, pg  14). 
This plan didn't succeed as intended, the trade policies evolved into something entirely different from their original purpose. Initially aimed at maintaining economic stability and aiding industrialized countries in Europe, they turned into a struggle between American interests and the perceived threat of communism. With the demands of the Cold War influencing American politics, the focus shifted from fostering world peace to combating communism. The United States began rapidly reducing tariffs to support potential allies facing communist threats (Rosen 2002, pg 15). Ultimately, the policy's objectives were altered to keep American political interests safe  
c. Rosen explains on page 20 paragraph (1) and on page 22 paragraph (1) that global trade does not always enrich developing countries but rather leaves them impoverished.  Is this true?  Is global trade beneficial to developing countries?  Defend your answer. (2 pts).


I believe that global trade hasn't prevented developing countries from improving their situations. Many of these nations rely on the jobs created by the United States apparel industry. These developing countries with low wages have a natural advantage over highly industrialized countries like the United States. While Americans focus on more complex jobs like finance, developing countries have a large workforce in need of employment (Rosen 2002 pg 20). The apparel industry, which relies heavily on manual labor, is a suitable match for these workers. This trade relationship benefits both parties involved. It's beneficial for industrialized countries to outsource manufacturing to developing nations, and it's also advantageous for the developing countries to provide jobs for their citizens that might otherwise be unavailable (Rosen 2002 pg 20).
            Rosen, E. I. (2002).  The Globalization of the U.S. Apparel Industry: 
Making Sweatshops. University of California Press. (cont.)
d. Historically, why is the apparel industry considered a “woman’s field”?  Is this conception of being a “woman’s field of labor” true today?  How does Rosen describe women as they are thought of in the apparel industry?  Is this a fair classification of women? (2 pts)


The apparel industry has historically been more popular among women than men. This preference can be traced back to traditional gender roles, where women were primarily responsible for tending to the clothing needs of their families. They were in charge of dressing, making clothes, laundering garments, and overseeing apparel care within households. As industrialization progressed and more women in North America and Europe sought employment outside the home, the apparel industry became a natural choice for those already skilled in these tasks (Rosen 2002, pg 23). 
Today, whether the apparel industry is perceived as a woman's domain varies depending on one's perspective. Many would argue that women should oversee apparel production within families and society as a whole. While this perspective may be undersandable in traditional households, in industrialized nations like America, the apparel industry transcends gender roles. Since industrialization, the industry has become less reliant on manual labor, making it accessible to both men and women. Today in America, apparel production is not inherently linked to gender. However, in societies with more traditional values, women are often predominantly responsible for clothing production (Rosen 2002, pg 23). 
e. What is significant about export zoning?  Defend your answer. (2 pts).

Export processing zones were more significant to developing countries compared to already established industrialized nations like the United States. These zones serve as a gateway for other countries to engage in export-related trade with the developing nations. Exports served a quick way for developing countries to acquire the industrial skills and resources necessary to compete in a global economy (Rosen 2002, pg 26). This enabled these developing countries to regularly participate in international trade by offering goods for export. 
