Megan Behrent (GSS Minor Coordinator) and Debarati Biswas (BVC Minor Coordinator)

African American Studies (AFR) and Gender & Sexuality Studies (GSS) Writing
Competition

Prompt:

Please submit one of the following for consideration in this year's AFR & GSS writing
competition and showcase! Winning entries will receive a prize and be invited to share
their work at the AFR & GSS writing showcase on April 23", 2026 from 2:30 to 4:30 PM.
We are accepting any original work that centers issues of race, gender, sexuality, class
and identity from 2025 or 2026.

Please use the following link to upload your student’s work or students can submit their
own work: https://forms.gle/P4x3RX6DMEgxGBXd8
®

®
Please make sure to include the student’s contact information (preferably a CUNY
email) with submission. Please also include the name of the faculty mentor and/or class
for which the submission was originally created.

Deadline for submission: March 20, 2026

If you have questions or need more information, please email Megan Behrent
(mbehrent@citytech.cuny.edu) & Debarati Biswas
(Debarati.Biswas57 @citytech.cuny.edu)

Reflections on Race, Gender & Sexuality in Course Texts
Choose a text that you have discussed in an AFR or GSS class & discuss its relevance

in our current times. This could be in the form of a short essay, a PowerPoint
presentation, visual art, poem, or a play.

Creative Option

Create a work of art in any genre (i.e. painting, visual art, sculpture, poetry, fiction,
drama, performance art, graphic design, culinary arts, etc) that in some way reflects
upon and makes a statement about themes of race, gender, sexuality, class, and
identity. You might include references to texts you have read in class by creating a
collage or found poem or incorporating textual references in a work of visual art.

Memoir/Personal Narrative

Write a personal narrative or memoir that centers issues of race, gender, sexuality,
class, ethnicity and identity. For this option, you might write about your own experiences
of oppression and resistance to oppression, to examine how your life has been
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Megan Behrent (GSS Minor Coordinator) and Debarati Biswas (BVC Minor Coordinator)

impacted by larger power structures—or resistance to existing power structures. You
might include references to texts you have read in AFR or GSS classes who write about
the experience of the marginalized, oppressed and excluded.

Interview Project

Interview a community member and explore how the intersections of race, class, gender
and sexuality affect their life.

Presentation format: video/ audio/ and or transcript. Please also include a brief
reflection on what you learned from the interview, and/or what inspired your choice of
interview subject and/or questions.

Or, submit any original writing that centers the issues of race, gender, sexuality, class
and identity.
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