ENG 1121— Essay II
Professor Garcia 


Goal: To write a well-organized essay that uses analysis of the text to take a stand and defend your point of view. 

In class, we have read and discussed Susan Glaspell’s “A Jury of Her Peers and Zora Neale Hurston’s “Sweat.” In both short stories a central female protagonist is guilty of murdering her husband. And yet, both texts raise the question of whether or not justice has been served. For this essay you will take a position on this issue and support your opinion.

Essay Question: Pick one of these stories and answer one of the questions below.

1. It is clear that Mrs. Wright is guilty of murder, an illegal act, but has justice been served? Why do you think so? Take a position and support your answer with examples from the story.
2. The women in Glaspell’s “A Jury of Her Peers” hide evidence of a murder. Are their actions ethical? Why or why not? Take a position and support your answer with examples from the story.
3. It is not clear whether Delia could have saved her husband but she lets him walk into the house with the snake and watches him die.  Are her actions justifiable? In other words, here I am also asking if at the end justice has been served. Why do you think so? Take a position and support your answer with examples from the story.
In order to complete the assignment, you might want to think about the following:

· How do you define justice? 
· How do you define ethical?

· How do you define right and wrong?

· What is the difference between legal and illegal versus right and wrong? Is there a difference?

· What counter arguments might someone raise against to your claims?

Requirements: This paper is to be about 3 pages in length, typed and double-spaced.
Checklist:

· Do you have a title that gives a clear indication of what you are discussing?

· Did you include a thesis that presents your point of view?

· Is the body of the essay typed, double-spaced and in a 12 point font such as Times New Roman, Times or Garamond?

· Are your pages numbered?

· Did you avoid summarizing the whole text and instead use textual evidence in the form of quotations and paraphrase?

· Did you explain and analyze your evidence?

· Are your citations presented in MLA style?

· Did you staple your paper together?

· Did you use spell check?

Note: Coherence, development of your examples, organization, and fulfillment of the assignment will be the main grading criteria for this assignment. 

