Re-Vision
Seeing things in a new way!

(text adapted from: http://www.dept.washington.edu/owrc)

What does it mean to Revise?
Well, Re-Vision means to see something in a whole new way. We're not just talking about switching a few words around, or changing a few spelling mistakes, but we're talking about getting a little bit closer to your audience. How can you do that? 
· You can write in language that is going to reach that audience. (A level of formality that suits the situation.) 
· You can write with clarity! You can use PIE paragraphs. 
· You can format clearly as well-- using headings and bullet points that make the text visually accessible!

The Big Picture
Revising the Structure and the Paragraphs
Large-Scale Revision: This kind of revision involves looking at the entire paper for places where your thinking seems to go awry. You might need to provide evidence,define terms, or add an entirely new step to your reasoning. You might even decide to restructure or rewrite your paper completely if you discover a new idea that intrigues you, or a structure that seems to be more effective than the one you've been using. 

Paragraph Revision: Paragraph revision needs to happen when you know that a certain part of your paper isn't working. Maybe the introduction needs work. Maybe one part of the argument seems weak. Once you've located the problem, you'll focus on revising that one section of your paper. When you are finished you will want tor econsider your paper as a whole to make sure that your revisions work in the context of the entire paper.

Revising Up Close 

Editing: Too often students confuse editing with revision. They are not the same processes. Editing is the process of finding minor problems with a text - problems that might easily be fixed by deleting a word or sentence, cutting and pasting a paragraph, and so on. When you edit, you are considering your reader. You might be happy with how you've written your paper, but will your reader find your paper clear, readable, interesting? How can you rewrite the paper so that it is clearer, more concise, and, most important of all, a pleasure to read? 

Proofreading: When you proofread you are looking for sentence-level issues in your paper like punctuation errors, spelling errors, and so on. When you proofread, you need to slow down your reading, allowing your eye to focus on every word, every phrase of your paper. Reading aloud can help you slow down, pointing your attention to errors that have gone unseen. Also, USE YOUR SPELL CHECK. Professors are less forgiving of spelling errors and typos than they were before the invention of this very helpful tool.

Where Do I Start?
· Read over your professor's comments on your essays. they have probably given you feedback about revising. write down some notes about your plan. If you are confused, talk to the prof. in office hours!
· Look over what you've written and write down what your main points are. You might need to add a few new points or cut some out. That's okay! Write a new outline-- with just a few notes about what points , info and explanation you want to include.
· Remember-- your new draft may look very different from your first draft. You might change a lot! this outline does not need to be formal-- it's just a way of thinking about what your audience needs to know and making sure you have enough P-I-E.

Some other things you might want to do before you start re-writing:
· Talk to a friend about their ideas 
· Re-read the assignment sheet 
· Do a little free-writing. 
· Write down some concrete, significant details about scenes in your essay 
· Write down some notes about the audience you're trying to reach. 
· Read a few articles/ stories/ essays in the genre you are trying to write!

After you have finished writing your revision:
· Take a break. but you're not done! (sorry) 
· You still need to edit and proofread. this means that you need to look at each paragraph to make sure it has PIE and you have to look through the whole thing for sentence-level issues (spelling, grammar, missed words, etc. ) These are separate steps!! 
· Read through one time making sure each paragraph has a point, info to back up that point, and most importantly, an EXPLANATION of why that info is important, or how that info relates to the point of your essay or your paragraph. 
· Read through again (yes, really) out loud (yes, really) to hear how your writing sounds. is it going to "sound" weird when somebody reads it? If so, fix it! Make it sound more like YOU sound. now you're done!




