Project 1: Discourse Communities

**NOTE** All work is due at the beginning of class. **Please Do NOT** wait until the last minute to ask me questions. Come and visit me during office hours or email me during the week with questions. 
The Assignment

Task One: Choose a Discourse Community! 
Investigate a Discourse Community. It should be a Discourse Community that you are a member of. When choosing a Discourse Community, consider that you will have to conduct research on it, so there must be a certain amount of information available on the Discourse Community for you to access, research, and observe. 
	Choose your Discourse Community and have Professor Coleman Approve It! 
	Due by the end of class 2/11

Task Two: Prove It! 
What makes the community you chose a DISCOURSE community? Discourse Communities share common ways of saying (writing), doing, being, valuing, believing and communicating. Describe for an outside the rules of the Discourse Community, how you gain entry (if you can!), the group’s values and beliefs. Is there a unique “identity kit”? Do they have a unique way of communicating? 
Write a one-page introduction to your discourse community. It should be about 250 words. 
Due at the end of class 2/13

Task Three: Find and Analyze an Artifact! 
Find one artifact from the Discourse Community. The artifact might provide information about their mode of communication, their values, their beliefs, their “identity kit” etc. It is preferable if the artifact is a primary source. The artifact should provide information about the Discourse Community or be meaningful to the community. 

Examples of artifacts: an interview with a member of the community, a song, a speech, an example of the Discourse Community’s publications (brochure, newsletter), letters, a poem, a book, biography/ autobiography, a tattoo, memes) 

Fill out a rhetorical analysis worksheet about your artifact. The worksheet will help you look at the artifact from a number of angles that will help you prepare for your final task of the project. 
Due at the end of class 2/ 18

Task 3: Write about it! 
Now it is time to write about your Discourse Community! You are going to write an article about your Discourse Community for an outsider. You must write an article, however, the publication and thus the genre is up to you! For example, you could write a serious feature article that might appear in The New York Times, or an article that would appear in Teen Vogue or Sports Illustrated. 

Choose a publication, read an article from the publication. Determine your audience and the purpose. Think about how to write your piece in a way that will match your intended audience and purpose. Write your piece, using the research your have compiled from Tasks 2 and 3 to write about your Discourse Community.
The article must be at least 1000 words. It should include all of the relevant elements of the genre. See the relevant handouts from class and on OpenLab.
Draft Due: Tuesday, February 18th		Final Project Due: Tuesday, February 25th

Format

Each component of the project must be typed. The font you use can vary depending on the publication you choose. Though the font must be match the publication’s style. Meaning, if it’s a serious publication, don’t use a whimsical font.  The pieces must be double- spaced and have one-inch margins.  Please add the word count at the top of each task.  

Grading Criteria

1. Required Elements. Have you completed each of the Tasks? Do your pieces contain all of the required elements?  
2. Genre awareness. Do you know the “rules” of the genre you’re working in? Do you include the common elements of the genre? Does the style generally reflect the genre?
3. Audience awareness. Who is the audience? Does the genre match the audience? 
4. Research. Did you dig deep in your research and find a relevant artifact? Did you learn key information about your Discourse Community? Did you present the information clearly and in a well-organized manner?
5. Presentation and Formatting. Is your article at least 1000 words? Have you revised and edited for clarity, spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Is each element properly formatted? If relevant, is your bibliography properly cited? Do you cite all your sources?  Title your project! Come up with a title of the project that engages the audience and draws in readers. Edit, revise, and take the time to present your project with the love, care, and respect it deserves! 
6. Effectiveness of Message. This one is simple to explain, but not always simple to do. Does your point get across to your intended audience? For example, did you use appropriate rhetorical appeals?



Meets Learning Objectives : One, Two and Three
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